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HB 1887, Engrossed 1 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to parental and famly involvenent in a
student's education; creating s. 1002.23, F.S., the Famly and
School Partnership for Student Achi evenent Act; providing
| egi sl ati ve purpose; requiring support for inplenmentation by
school district and school personnel; requiring the Departnent
of Education to devel op guidelines for a parent guide to assi st

parents; specifying contents of the parent guide; requiring the

hotline; requiring school districts to adopt rules to strengthen
famly invol venent and enpowernent; requiring the school
districts to submt copies of rules to the Departnent of
Education; requiring school districts to devel op and di ssem nate
parent guides; requiring review and enforcenent by the State
Board of Education; anending s. 1001.42, F.S.; requiring
district school boards to adopt rules and devel op and

di ssenm nate a parent guide and checklist; amending s. 1001.51,
F.S.; requiring the support and cooperation of district school
superintendents in inplenenting requirenents for parental and
famly invol vemrent in a student's education; anmending s.

1001.54, F.S.; requiring the support and cooperation of school
principals; anmending s. 1002.20, F.S.; requiring that parents
recei ve specified informati on concerning their child's
education; anending s. 1003.33, F.S.; requiring reports cards to
contain additional information concerning a student's
performance or nonperformance; anending s. 1008.25, F.S.;
provi di ng additional notification to parents of students with
substanti al reading deficiencies; anending s. 1012.72, F.S.,

relating to incentives and bonuses under the Dal e H ckam
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Excel | ent Teachi ng Program specifying additional requirenents

for teachers who receive certain bonuses; anending s. 1012. 98,
F.S.; requiring certain professional devel opnent inservice
activities to include the subject of parental involvenent;
amendi ng s. 1003.45, F.S.; authorizing each district schoo
superintendent to provide for the display of the notto "IN GOD
VWE TRUST" in a prominent |location in public schools under

certain circunstances; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act shall be known by the popul ar nane the

"Fami |y and School Partnership for Student Achi evenent Act."
Section 2. Section 1002.23, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:
1002.23 Fam |y and School Partnership for Student
Achi evenent Act. - -

(1) The purpose of the Famly and School Partnership for

St udent Achi evenment Act is to:

(a) Provide parents with specific informati on about their

child' s educational progress.

(b) Provide parents with conprehensive infornati on about

their choices and opportunities for involvenent in their child's

educati on.

(c) Provide a franework for buil ding and strengtheni ng

part nershi ps anong parents, teachers, principals, district

school superintendents, and ot her personnel.

Each district school board, district school superintendent, and

teacher shall fully support and cooperate in inplenenting a
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wel | - pl anned, inclusive, and conprehensive programto assi st
parents and famlies in effectively participating in their
child' s education.

(2) To facilitate neani ngful parental and famly
i nvol venent, the Departnent of Education shall devel op
gui delines for a parent guide to successful student achi evenent
whi ch descri bes what parents need to know about their child's
educati onal progress and how they can help their child succeed
in school. The guidelines shall include, but need not be limted
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to:

(a) Parental information regarding:

1. Requirenents for their child to be pronoted to the next

grade, as provided in s. 1008. 25.

2. Progress of their child toward achi eving state and

school district expectations for academ c proficiency.

3. Assessnent results, including report cards and progress

reports.
4. Qualifications of teachers at their child s school.

(b) Services that nay be avail able for parents and their

children, such as famly literacy services; nmentoring, tutorial,

and ot her academ c rei nforcenment prograns; coll ege pl anning,

academ ¢ advi senent, and student counseling services; and after-

school prograns.

(c) Opportunities for parental participation, such as

parenting cl asses, adult education, school advisory councils,

and school vol unteer prograns.

(d) Opportunities for parents to | earn about ri gorous

academ c prograns that may be available for their child, such as

honors progranms; dual enroll nment, Advanced Pl acenent,
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| nternati onal Baccal aureate, and Florida Virtual School courses;

and accel erated access to postsecondary educati on.

(e) Educational choices, as provided for in s. 1002.20(6),

and corporate incone tax credit schol arships, as provided for in
s. 220.187.

(f) d assroomand test acconmodati ons avail able for

students with disabilities.

(g0 District school board rules, policies, and procedures

for student pronotion and retention, academ c standards, student

assessnment, courses of study, instructional materials, and

contact information for school and school district offices.

(h) Any information that the Departnent of Education

determnes will assist parents.

(3) The Departnent of Education, in cooperation with the

school districts, shall devel op and di ssenm nate a checklist for

school districts to provide to parents to assist with parental

i nvolvenent in their child' s educational progress. The checkli st

shal | address parental actions that:

(a) Strengthen the child's academ c progress, especially

in the area of reading.

(b) Strengthen the child's citizenship, especially social

skills and respect for others

(c) Strengthen the child's realization of high

expectations and ability to set lifelong | earning goals.

(d) Place a strong enphasis on the comruni cati on between

the school and the hone.

(4) The Departnent of Education shall establish a hotline

to provide assistance to parents and famlies in answering

guestions and resolving issues related to the child' s educati on.
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(5) Each district school board shall adopt rul es that

strengthen famly invol venent and famly enpowernent. The rul es

shall be devel oped in collaboration with parents, school

adm ni strators, teachers, and conmunity partners, and shal

addr ess:

(a) Parental responsibilities and parental choices of the

vari ous educati onal progranms offered within the school

districts.

(b) Links with conmunity servi ces.

(c) Opportunities for parental involvenent in the

devel opnent, inplenentation, and evaluation of famly

i nvol venent prograns.

(d) Opportunities for parents to participate on schoo

advi sory councils and in school volunteer prograns and ot her

activities.

(6) Beginning with the 2003-2004 school year, each schoo

district shall annually submt to the Departnent of Education by

Cctober 1 a copy of the rul es devel oped under subsection (5).

(7) Each school district shall devel op and di sseninate a

parent guide to successful student achi evenent, consistent wth

the gui delines of the Departnent of Education, which addresses

what parents need to know about their child s educati onal

progress and how parents can help their child succeed in school.

The gui de nust:

(a) Be understandable to students and parents.

(b) Be distributed to parents of students and school

personnel at the begi nning of each school year.

(c) Be discussed at the begi nning of each school year in

neeti ngs of students, parents, and teachers.
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(d) Include information concerni ng services,

opportunities, choices, academ ¢ standards, and student

assessnent .

The parent guide nay be included as a part of the code of
student conduct that is required in s. 1006.07(2).

(8) Each school district shall dissem nate a checklist of

parental actions that can strengthen parental involvenent in

their child s educational progress, consistent with the

requi renents in subsection (3). The checklist shall be provided

each school year to all parents of students in kindergarten

t hrough grade 12 and shall focus on academ cs, especially

readi ng, high expectations for students, citizenship, and

conmuni cati on

(9) The State Board of Education shall annually review

each school district's conpliance with this section and the

school district's success in achieving i nproved services for

famlies. The State Board of Education shall use all appropriate

enforcenent actions, as provided for in s. 1008.32, until the

school district fully conplies with the requirenments of this

secti on.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (15) of section
1001.42, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph (e) and
new paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) are added to said subsection to
read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.--The
district school board, acting as a board, shall exercise al
powers and performall duties |listed bel ow

(15) PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON AND PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT

PROGRAM - -
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(b) Adopt rules to strengthen fam|ly invol venent and

enpower nent pursuant to s. 1002.23. The rul es shall be devel oped

in collaboration with parents, school adm nistrators, teachers,

and community partners.

(c) Develop and di ssem nate a parent guide to successfu

student achi evenent, pursuant to s. 1002.23, which addresses

what parents need to know about their child' s educati onal

progress and how they can help their child succeed in school.

(d) D ssenminate a checklist for parents to assi st parents

in becoming involved in their child' s educational progress,
pursuant to s. 1002. 23.

Section 4. Subsection (23) of section 1001.51, Florida
Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (24) and a new subsection

(23) is added to said section to read:

1001.51 Duties and responsibilities of district school
superi ntendent.--The district school superintendent shal
exercise all powers and performall duties |listed bel ow and
el sewhere in the law, provided that, in so doing, he or she
shal | advi se and counsel with the district school board. The
di strict school superintendent shall performall tasks necessary
to make sound recomendati ons, nom nations, proposals, and
reports required by |law to be acted upon by the district school
board. Al such recommendati ons, nom nations, proposals, and
reports by the district school superintendent shall be either
recorded in the mnutes or shall be made in witing, noted in
the mnutes, and filed in the public records of the district
school board. It shall be presuned that, in the absence of the
record required in this section, the recommendati ons,

nom nati ons, and proposals required of the district school
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superintendent were not contrary to the action taken by the

di strict school board in such matters.

(23) PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT. --Fully support and cooperate in
the i npl enentation of s. 1002. 23.

Section 5. Subsection (5) is added to section 1001. 54,

Florida Statutes, to read:

1001.54 Duties of school principals.--
(5) Each school principal shall fully support and

cooperate in the inplenmentation of s. 1002. 23.
Section 6. Section 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:

1002. 20 K-12 student and parent rights.--Parents of public

school students nust receive accurate and tinely information

regarding their child' s acaden ¢ progress throughout the school

year and nust be infornmed of ways they can help their child

succeed in school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded

numerous statutory rights including, but not limted to, the
fol | owi ng:

(1) SYSTEM OF EDUCATION. --1n accordance with s. 1, Art. IX
of the State Constitution, all K-12 public school students are
entitled to a uniform safe, secure, efficient, and high quality
system of education, one that allows students the opportunity to
obtain a high quality education. Parents are responsible to
ready their children for school; however, the State of Florida
cannot be the guarantor of each individual student's success.

(2) ATTENDANCE. - -

(a) Conmpul sory school attendance.--The conpul sory schoo
attendance laws apply to all children between the ages of 6 and
16 years, as provided in s. 1003.21(1) and (2)(a), and, in

accordance with the provisions of s. 1003.21(1) and (2)(a):
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1. A student who attains the age of 16 years during the

school year has the right to file a formal declaration of intent
to term nate school enrollnent if the declaration is signed by
the parent. The parent has the right to be notified by the
school district of the district's receipt of the student's
declaration of intent to term nate school enroll nent.

2. Students who becone or have becone married or who are
pregnant and parenting have the right to attend school and
recei ve the sane or equival ent educational instruction as other
st udent s.

(b) Regul ar school attendance.--Parents of students who
have attained the age of 6 years by February 1 of any school
year but who have not attained the age of 16 years nust conply
wi th the conpul sory school attendance | aws. Parents have the
option to conply with the school attendance |aws by attendance
of the student in a public school; a parochial, religious, or
denom nati onal school; a private school; a hone education
program or a private tutoring program in accordance with the
provi sions of s. 1003.01(14).

(c) Absence for religious purposes.--A parent of a public
school student may request and be granted perm ssion for absence
of the student from school for religious instruction or
religious holidays, in accordance with the provisions of s.
1003. 21(2) (b).

(d) Dropout prevention and academ c intervention
prograns. - - The parent of a public school student has the right
to receive witten notice by certified mail prior to placenent
of the student in a dropout prevention and academ c intervention
program and shall be notified in witing and entitled to an

adm ni strative review of any action by school personnel relating
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to the student's placenent, in accordance with the provisions of

s. 1003.53(5).

(3) HEALTH | SSUES. - -

(a) School-entry health exam nations.--The parent of any
child attending a public or private school shall be exenpt from
the requirenent of a health exam nation upon witten request
stating objections on religious grounds in accordance with the
provi sions of s. 1003.22(1) and (2).

(b) Inmuni zations.--The parent of any child attending a
public or private school shall be exenpt fromthe school
i mruni zati on requi rements upon neeting any of the exenptions in
accordance with the provisions of s. 1003.22(5).

(c) Biological experinents.--Parents may request that
their child be excused from perform ng surgery or dissection in
bi ol ogi cal science classes in accordance with the provisions of
s. 1003.47.

(d) Reproductive health and di sease education.--A public
school student whose parent makes witten request to the school
princi pal shall be exenpted fromthe teaching of reproductive
heal th or any disease, including H V/AIDS, in accordance with
the provisions of s. 1003.42(3).

(e) Contraceptive services to public school students.--1In
accordance with the provisions of s. 1006.062(7), students may
not be referred to or offered contraceptive services at schoo
facilities without the parent's consent.

(f) Career and technical education courses involving
hazar dous substances.--H gh school students nust be given plano
safety gl asses or devices in career and technical education

courses involving the use of hazardous substances likely to
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cause eye injury, in accordance with the provisions of s.

1006. 65.

(g) Substance abuse reports.--The parent of a public
school student rnust be tinely notified of any verified report of
a substance abuse violation by the student, in accordance with
t he provisions of s. 1006.09(8).

(h) Inhaler use.--Asthmatic students whose parent and
physi ci an provide their approval to the school principal may
carry a netered dose inhaler on their person while in school
The school principal shall be provided a copy of the parent's
and physician's approval .

(4) DI SClPLINE. - -

(a) Suspension of public school student.--1n accordance
with the provisions of s. 1006.09(1)-(4):

1. A student may be suspended only as provided by rul e of
the district school board. A good faith effort nust be made to
imedi ately informthe parent by tel ephone of the student's
suspensi on and the reason. Each suspension and the reason nust
be reported in witing within 24 hours to the parent by United
States mail. A good faith effort nust be nmade to use parenta
assi stance before suspension unless the situation requires
i medi at e suspensi on.

2. A student with a disability nmay only be recomrended for
suspensi on or expul sion in accordance with State Board of
Education rul es.

(b) Expul sion.--Public school students and their parents
have the right to witten notice of a recommendati on of
expul sion, including the charges agai nst the student and a
statenment of the right of the student to due process, in

accordance with the provisions of s. 1001.51(8).
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(c) Corporal punishnment.--1n accordance with the

provi sions of s. 1003. 32, corporal punishnment of a public schoo
student may only be adm ni stered by a teacher or school

princi pal within guidelines of the school principal and
according to district school board policy. Another adult nust be
present and nust be informed in the student's presence of the
reason for the punishnment. Upon request, the teacher or schoo
principal nust provide the parent with a witten explanation of
t he reason for the punishnment and the nane of the other adult
who was present.

(5) SAFETY.--1n accordance with the provisions of s.

1006. 13(5), students who have been victins of certain felony
of fenses by ot her students, as well as the siblings of the
student victinms, have the right to be kept separated fromthe
student offender both at school and during school
transportation.

(6) EDUCATI ONAL CHO CE. - -

(a) Public school choices.--Parents of public school
students may seek whatever public school choice options that are
applicable to their students and are available to students in
their school districts. These options may include controlled
open enroll nent, |ab schools, charter schools, charter technica
career centers, magnet schools, alternative schools, special
progranms, advanced pl acenent, dual enrollnent, Internationa
Baccal aureate, early adm ssions, credit by exam nation or
denonstration of conpetency, the New Wrld School of the Arts,
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida
Virtual School. These options may al so i nclude the public school
choi ce options of the Cpportunity Schol arship Program and the

McKay Schol arships for Students with Disabilities Program
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(b) Private school choices.--Parents of public schoo

students may seek private school choice options under certain
pr ogr ans.

1. Under the Opportunity Schol arship Program the parent
of a student in a failing public school may request and receive
an opportunity scholarship for the student to attend a private
school in accordance with the provisions of s. 1002. 38.

2. Under the McKay Schol arships for Students with
Disabilities Program the parent of a public school student with
a disability who is dissatisfied wwth the student's progress my
request and receive a McKay Schol arship for the student to
attend a private school in accordance with the provisions of s.
1002. 39.

3. Under the corporate income tax credit scholarship
program the parent of a student who qualifies for free or
reduced-price school |unch nay seek a schol arship from an
el i gible nonprofit schol arshi p-fundi ng organi zation in
accordance with the provisions of s. 220.187.

(c) Home education.--The parent of a student may choose to
pl ace the student in a hone education programin accordance with
t he provisions of s. 1002.41.

(d) Private tutoring.--The parent of a student nay choose
to place the student in a private tutoring programin accordance
with the provisions of s. 1002.43(1).

(7) NONDI SCRI M NATION. -- Al |l education prograns,
activities, and opportunities offered by public educati onal
institutions nust be nade avail able wi thout discrimnation on
the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, gender,
disability, or marital status, in accordance with the provisions

of s. 1000. 05.
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(8) STUDENTS WTH DI SABILITIES. --Parents of public schoo

students with disabilities and parents of public school students
in residential care facilities are entitled to notice and due
process in accordance with the provisions of ss. 1003.57 and
1003.58. Public school students wth disabilities nust be

provi ded the opportunity to nmeet the graduation requirenents for
a standard hi gh school diplom in accordance with the provisions
of s. 1003.43(4). Certain public school students with
disabilities may be awarded a special diplonma upon hi gh school
graduati on.

(9) BLIND STUDENTS. --Blind students have the right to an
i ndi vidual i zed witten education program and appropriate
instructional materials to attain literacy, in accordance wth
provi sions of s. 1003. 55.

(10) LIMTED ENG.I SH PRCFI Cl ENT STUDENTS. --1n accordance
with the provisions of s. 1003.56, limted English proficient
students have the right to receive ESCL (English for Speakers of
O her Languages) instruction designed to devel op the student's
mastery of |istening, speaking, reading, and witing in English
as rapidly as possible, and the students' parents have the right
of parental involvenent in the ESOL program

(11) PLEDGE OF ALLEGQ ANCE. - - A public school student nust
be excused fromreciting the pledge of allegiance upon witten
request by the student's parent, in accordance with the
provi sions of s. 1003. 44.

(12) STUDENT RECORDS. - -

(a) Parent rights.--Parents have rights regarding the
student records of their children, including right of access,

ri ght of waiver of access, right to challenge and hearing, and
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right of privacy, in accordance with the provisions of s.
1002. 22.

(b) Student rights.--1n accordance with the provisions of
s. 1008.386, a student is not required to provide his or her
soci al security nunber as a condition for enrollnment or
gr aduat i on.

(13) STUDENT REPORT CARDS. - -Students and their parents
have the right to receive student report cards on a regul ar
basis that clearly depict and grade the student's acadenic
performance in each class or course, the student's conduct, and
the student's attendance, in accordance with the provisions of
s. 1003. 33.

(14) STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS.--Parents of public schoo
students shall be apprised at regular intervals of the acadenic
progress and other needed information regarding their child, in
accordance with the provisions of s. 1003.02(1)(h)?2.

(15) SCHOOL ACCOUNTABI LI TY AND SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT RATI NG
REPORTS. - - Parent s of public school students are entitled to an
easy-to-read report card about the grade designation, school
accountability including the school financial report, and school
i mprovenent rating of their child s school in accordance with
the provisions of ss. 1008.22, 1003.02(3), and 1010.215(5).

(16) ATHLETICS; PUBLIC H GH SCHOOL. - -

(a) Eligibility.--Eligibility requirenents for al
students participating in high school athletic conpetition nust
allow a student to be eligible in the school in which he or she
first enrolls each school year, or makes hinself or herself a
candidate for an athletic team by engaging in practice before
enrolling, in accordance with the provisions of s.

1006. 20(2) (a) .
Page 15 of 24

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473

474

HB 1887, Engrossed 1 2003
(b) Medical evaluation.--Students nust satisfactorily pass

a nedi cal evaluation each year before participating in
athletics, unless the parent objects in witing based on
religious tenets or practices, in accordance with the provisions
of s. 1006.20(2)(d).

(17) EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTIVITIES. --1n accordance with the
provi sions of s. 1006. 15:

(a) Eligibility.--Students who neet specified academ c and
conduct requirenents are eligible to participate in
extracurricular activities.

(b) Honme education students.--Honme education students who
meet specified academ ¢ and conduct requirenents are eligible to
participate in extracurricular activities at the public schoo
to which the student would be assigned or could choose to attend
according to district school board policies, or may devel op an
agreenment to participate at a private school.

(c) Charter school students.--Charter school students who
nmeet specified academ ¢ and conduct requirenents are eligible to
participate in extracurricular activities at the public schoo
to which the student woul d be assigned or could choose to attend
according to district school board policies, unless such
activity is provided by the student's charter school.

(d) Discrimnation prohibited.--0Oganizations that
regul ate or govern extracurricular activities of public schools
shall not discrimnate against any eligible student based on an
educational choice of public, private, or home educati on.

(18) I NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS. - -

(a) Core courses.--Each public school student is entitled
to sufficient instructional materials in the core courses of

mat hemati cs, | anguage arts, social studies, science, reading,
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and literature, in accordance with the provisions of ss.

1003. 02(1) (d) and 1006. 40(2).

(b) Curricular objectives.--The parent of each public
school student has the right to receive effective comruni cation
fromthe school principal as to the manner in which
instructional nmaterials are used to inplenment the school's
curricul ar objectives, in accordance with the provisions of s.
1006. 28(3) (a) .

(c) Sale of instructional materials.--Upon request of the
parent of a public school student, the school principal nust
sell to the parent any instructional materials used in the
school, in accordance with the provisions of s. 1006.28(3)(c).

(d) Dual enrollnent students.--Instructional materials
purchased by a district school board or conmunity coll ege board
of trustees on behalf of public school dual enrollnment students
shal | be made avail able to the dual enrollnent students free of
charge, in accordance with the provisions of s. 1007.271(14) and
(15).

(19) JUVEN LE JUSTI CE PROGRAMS. - -Students who are in
juvenile justice prograns have the right to receive educati onal
progranms and services in accordance with the provisions of s.
1003. 52.

(20) PARENTAL | NPUT AND MEETI NGS. - -

(a) Meetings with school district personnel.--Parents of
public school students nmay be acconpani ed by another adult of
their choice at any neeting with school district personnel.

(b) School district best financial managenent practice
reviews.--Public school students and their parents may provide
i nput regarding their concerns about the operations and

managenent of the school district both during and after the
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conduct of a school district best financial nanagenment practices

review, in accordance with the provisions of s. 1008. 35.

(c) District school board educational facilities
prograns. - -Parents of public school students and other nenbers
of the public have the right to receive proper public notice and
opportunity for public conmrent regarding the district school
board' s educational facilities work program in accordance with
the provisions of s. 1013. 35.

(21) TRANSPORTATI ON. - -

(a) Transportation to school.--Public school students
shal | be provided transportation to school, in accordance with
the provisions of s. 1006.21(3)(a).

(b) Hazardous wal ki ng conditions.--K-6 public school
students shall be provided transportation if they are subjected
to hazardous wal ki ng conditions, in accordance with the
provi sions of ss. 1006.21(3)(b) and 1006. 23.

(c) Parental consent.--Each parent of a public school
student nust be notified in witing and give witten consent
before the student may be transported in a privately owned notor
vehicle to a school function, in accordance with the provisions
of s. 1006.22(2)(b).

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 1003.33, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003. 33 Report cards; end-of-the-year status.--

(1) Each district school board shall establish and publish
policies requiring the content and regul ar issuance of student
report cards for all elenentary school, mddle school, and high
school students. These report cards nust clearly depict and

gr ade:
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(a) The student's academ c performance in each class or

course, which in grades 1 through 12 nust be based upon
exam nations as well as witten papers, class participation, and

ot her academ c performance criteria, and nust include the

student's perfornance or nonperfornance at his or her grade

Level .
(b) The student's conduct and behavi or.
(c) The student's attendance, including absences and
t ardi ness.

District school boards shall not allow schools to exenpt
students from academ c performance requirenents based on
practices or policies designed to encourage student attendance.
A student's attendance record nay not be used in whole or in
part to provide an exenption fromany academ c perfornmance
requiremnent.

Section 8. Paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of section
1008. 25, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1008. 25 Public school student progression; renedial
instruction; reporting requirenents.--

(5) READI NG DEFI Cl ENCY AND PARENTAL NOTI FI CATI ON. - -

(c) Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year, the parent
of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading,
as described in paragraph(a), nust be notified in witing of the
fol | owi ng:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a
substanti al deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided
to the child.
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3. A description of the proposed suppl enent al

instructional services and supports that will be provided to the
child that are designed to renmediate the identified area of
readi ng deficiency.

4. That if the child' s reading deficiency is not
remedi ated by the end of grade 3, the child nust be retained
unl ess he or she is exenpt from mandatory retention for good
cause.

5. Strategies for parents to use in helping their child

succeed in readi ng proficiency.

Section 9. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
1012.72, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1012. 72 Dal e H ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program --

(2) The Dale H ckam Excel |l ent Teaching Programis created
to provide categorical funding for nonetary incentives and
bonuses for teaching excellence. The Departnent of Education
shall distribute to each school district or to the NBPTS an
anount as prescribed annually by the Legislature for the Dale
H ckam Excel | ent Teachi ng Program For purposes of this section,
the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind shall be
considered a school district. Unless otherw se provided in the
Ceneral Appropriations Act, each distribution shall be the sum
of the anpbunts earned for the follow ng incentives and bonuses:

(d) An annual bonus equal to 10 percent of the prior
fiscal year's statew de average salary for classroomteachers to
be distributed to the school district to be paid to each
i ndi vidual who neets the requirenents of paragraph (c) and
agrees, in witing, to provide the equivalent of 12 workdays of
mentoring and rel ated services to public school teachers within

the state who do not hold NBPTS certification. Rel ated services
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must include instruction in hel ping teachers work nore

effectively with the famlies of their students. The district

school board shall distribute the annual bonus in a single
paynment follow ng the conpletion of all required nentoring and
rel ated services for the year. It is not the intent of the
Legi slature to renove excellent teachers fromtheir assigned
cl assroons; therefore, credit nmay not be granted by a school
district or public school for nmentoring or related services
provi ded during student contact tine during the 196 days of

required service for the school year.

A teacher for whomthe state pays the certification fee and who
does not conplete the certification programor does not teach in
a public school of this state for at least 1 year after
conpleting the certification program nust repay the amount of
the certification fee to the state. However, a teacher who
conpletes the certification programbut fails to be awarded
NBPTS certification is not required to repay the anmount of the
certification fee if the teacher neets the 1-year teaching
requi rement. Repaynent is not required of a teacher who does not
conplete the certification programor fails to fulfill the
t eachi ng requi renent because of the teacher's death or
di sability or because of other extenuating circunstances as
determ ned by the State Board of Educati on.

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
1012.98, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Devel opnent Act. --

(4) The Departnent of Education, school districts,

schools, community coll eges, and state universities share the
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responsi bilities described in this section. These

responsibilities include the follow ng:

(b) Each school district shall develop a professiona
devel opnent system The system shall be devel oped in
consultation wth teachers and representatives of community
col l ege and university faculty, community agencies, and ot her
interested citizen groups to establish policy and procedures to
gui de the operation of the district professional devel opnent
program The professional devel opnment system nust:

1. Be approved by the departnent. Al substantial
revisions to the systemshall be submtted to the departnent for
review for continued approval.

2. Require the use of student achi evenent data; school
di sci pline data; school environment surveys; assessnents of
parental satisfaction; performance apprai sal data of teachers,
managers, and adm ni strative personnel; and other perfornmance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be net
by i nproved professional perfornmance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with foll owp
support that are appropriate to acconplish district-Ilevel and
school -1 evel inprovenent goals and standards. The inservice
activities for instructional personnel shall primarily focus on
subj ect content and teachi ng nmethods, including technol ogy, as
related to the Sunshine State Standards, assessnent and data

anal ysi s, classroom managenent, parental involvenent, and school

safety.

4. Include a master plan for inservice activities,
pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education, for al
district enployees fromall fund sources. The master plan shal

be updated annually by Septenber 1 using criteria for continued
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approval as specified by rules of the State Board of Educati on.

Witten verification that the inservice plan neets al
requi rements of this section nust be submtted annually to the
comni ssi oner by Cctober 1.

5. Require each school principal to establish and nmaintain
an i ndividual professional devel opnent plan for each
i nstructional enployee assigned to the school. The i ndividual
pr of essi onal devel opnent plan nust:

a. Be related to specific perfornmance data for the
students to whomthe teacher is assigned.

b. Define the inservice objectives and specific neasurable
i nprovenents expected in student performance as a result of the
inservice activity.

c. Include an eval uation conponent that determ nes the
effecti veness of the professional devel opnent plan.

6. Include inservice activities for school adm nistrative
personnel that address updated skills necessary for effective
school managenent and instructional | eadership.

7. Provide for systematic consultation with regional and
state personnel designated to provide technical assistance and
eval uati on of |ocal professional devel opnent prograns.

8. Provide for delivery of professional devel opnent by
di stance | earning and other technol ogy-based delivery systens to
reach nore educators at | ower costs.

9. Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality
and effectiveness of professional devel opnent progranms in order
to elimnate ineffective prograns and strategies and to expand
effective ones. Eval uations nust consider the inpact of such
activities on the performance of participating educators and

their students' achi evenent and behavi or.
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Section 11. Section 1003.45, Florida Statutes, is anended

to read:
1003.45 Permitting study of the Bible and religion;

permtting brief neditation period;, requiring display of

(1) The district school board may install in the public
schools in the district a secular program of education
i ncluding, but not limted to, an objective study of the Bible
and of religion.

(2) The district school board may provide that a brief
period, not to exceed 2 mnutes, for the purpose of silent
prayer or neditation be set aside at the start of each school
day or each school week in the public schools in the district.

(3) Each district school superintendent may provi de, upon

the request by a resident of the school district, for the

display in a prom nent |ocation in each school under his or her

supervision of the notto of the United States of Anerica, “IN

GOD VWE TRUST,” on an appropriately framed background with

m ni mum di nensi ons of 11 inches by 14 inches.
Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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