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HB 1915 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to abuse of children; anmending s. 827.03,
F.S.; providing a definition for the term "maliciously"
for purposes of aggravated child abuse; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 827.03, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

827.03 Abuse, aggravated abuse, and neglect of a child;
penal ties.--

(1) "Child abuse" neans:

(a) Intentional infliction of physical or nmental injury
upon a child;

(b) An intentional act that could reasonably be expected
to result in physical or nental injury to a child; or

(c) Active encouragenent of any person to commt an act
that results or could reasonably be expected to result in

physical or nmental injury to a child.

A person who knowingly or willfully abuses a child w thout
causing great bodily harm permanent disability, or permanent
di sfigurement to the child commts a felony of the third degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.
(2) "Aggravated child abuse" occurs when a person:
(a) Commts aggravated battery on a child;
(b) WIIlfully tortures, maliciously punishes, or wllfully

and unlawfully cages a child; or
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(c) Knowingly or willfully abuses a child and in so doing

causes great bodily harm permanent disability, or permanent

di sfigurenent to the child.

A person who comm ts aggravated child abuse commts a felony of
the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084.

(3)(a) "Neglect of a child" neans:

1. A caregiver's failure or om ssion to provide a child
with the care, supervision, and services necessary to maintain
the child s physical and nental health, including, but not
limted to, food, nutrition, clothing, shelter, supervision,
medi ci ne, and nedi cal services that a prudent person woul d
consi der essential for the well-being of the child; or

2. A caregiver's failure to make a reasonable effort to
protect a child from abuse, neglect, or exploitation by another

person.

Negl ect of a child nay be based on repeated conduct or on a
single incident or omssion that results in, or could reasonably
be expected to result in, serious physical or nental injury, or
a substantial risk of death, to a child.

(b) A person who willfully or by cul pabl e negligence
neglects a child and in so doing causes great bodily harm
permanent disability, or permanent disfigurenent to the child
commts a felony of the second degree, punishable as provided in
s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(c) A person who willfully or by cul pabl e negligence
negl ects a child without causing great bodily harm permnmanent

disability, or permanent disfigurenent to the child commts a

Page 2 of 3
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

HB 1915 2003
felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(4) For purposes of this section, “naliciously” neans

wrongfully, intentionally, and without |egal justification or

excuse. Maliciousness nmay be established by circunmstances from

whi ch one coul d conclude that a reasonabl e parent woul d not have

engaged in the damagi ng acts toward the child for any valid

reason and that the primary purpose of the acts was to cause the

victimunjustifiable pain or injury.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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