F L OR

O

N o o~ wWwN

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

I D A H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the Departnent of Children and Fam |y
Services; anending s. 39.202, F.S.; providing access to
reports and records in cases of child abuse or neglect to
addi ti onal persons; authorizing the Departnent of Children
and Fam |y Services and specified | aw enforcenent agencies
to release certain informati on when a child is under

i nvestigation or supervision; providing an exception;
provi di ng that persons rel easing such information are not
subject to civil or crimnal penalty for the rel ease;

provi ding for an additional circunstance for rel ease of

ot herwi se confidential records; anmending s. 402.40, F. S.;
renmovi ng Tal | ahassee Community Col | ege as the sole
contract provider for child welfare training academ es;
providing for devel opment of core conpetencies; providing
for advanced training; requiring devel opnment of a
certification process by the departnent; nodifying
requirements for the establishnment of training academ es;
provi ding for nodification of child welfare training;
amendi ng s. 409.1451, F.S.; redesignating the i ndependent
living services integration workgroup as the independent
l'iving services workgroup; providing duties for the

wor kgroup; requiring reports; del eting obsol ete | anguage;
provi ding that property acquired on behalf of clients
under the transition to the independent [iving program
shal | becone the personal property of the clients and is
not subject to the requirenents of ch. 273, F.S., relating
to state-owned tangi bl e personal property; anending s.

409. 1671, F.S.; elimnating the tinetable for total

privatization of foster care and rel ated servi ces;
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providing for the continuation of privatization in

counties with startup contracts; prohibiting the transfer
of further services to | ead agencies prior to the

conpl etion of a readi ness assessnent; requiring the

Audi tor General and the O fice of Program Policy Analysis
and Governnent Accountability, in consultation with the
Child Wel fare League of Anerica and the Louis de |a Parte
Florida Mental Health Institute, shall jointly review and
assess the departnent’s process for determning district
and | ead agency readi ness; anending s. 409.953, F. S.;

aut hori zing the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
to adm ni ster the refugee assistance progrant providing
for custody determ nation and pl acenent of unacconpani ed
refugee mnors; anending s. 937.021, F.S.; providing for
the filing of police reports for mssing children in the
county or nunicipality where the child was |ast seen
providing for an evaluation of child welfare | ega
services by the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

Governnent Accountability; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 39.202, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

39.202 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases of
child abuse or neglect.--

(1) In order to protect the rights of the child and the
child s parents or other persons responsible for the child's
wel fare, all records held by the departnent concerning reports

of child abandonnment, abuse, or neglect, including reports nmade
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to the central abuse hotline and all records generated as a

result of such reports, shall be confidential and exenpt from
the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and shall not be disclosed except
as specifically authorized by this chapter. Such exenption from
s. 119.07(1) applies to information in the possession of those
entities granted access as set forth in this section.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), access to such

records, excluding the nane of the reporter which shall be
rel eased only as provided in subsection (5) (4, shall be
granted only to the follow ng persons, officials, and agencies:

(a) Enployees, authorized agents, or contract providers of
the departnent, the Departnent of Health, or county agencies
responsi bl e for carrying out:

1. Child or adult protective investigations;

2. Ongoing child or adult protective services;

3. Healthy Start services; o

4. Licensure or approval of adoptive hones, foster hones,
or child care facilities, or famly day care honmes or infornal
child care providers who receive subsidized child care funding,
or other honmes used to provide for the care and wel fare of
children; or-—

5. Services for victins of donestic violence when provi ded

by certified donestic violence centers working at the

departnent’s request as case consultants or with shared clients.

Al so, enpl oyees or agents of the Departnent of Juvenile Justice
responsi ble for the provision of services to children, pursuant
to chapters 984 and 985.

(b) Crimnal justice agencies of appropriate jurisdiction.
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(c) The state attorney of the judicial circuit in which

the child resides or in which the all eged abuse or negl ect
occurr ed.

(d) The parent or |egal custodian of any child who is
al l eged to have been abused, abandoned, or neglected, and the

child, and their attorneys, including any attorney representing

a child incivil or crimnal proceedings. This access shall be

made avail able no later than 30 days after the departnent
receives the initial report of abuse, neglect, or abandonnent.
However, any information otherw se nade confidential or exenpt
by | aw shall not be rel eased pursuant to this paragraph.

(e) Any person alleged in the report as having caused the
abuse, abandonnent, or neglect of a child. This access shall be
made available no |ater than 30 days after the departnent
receives the initial report of abuse, abandonnent, or negl ect
and, when the alleged perpetrator is not a parent, shall be
limted to information involving the protective investigation
only and shall not include any information relating to
subsequent dependency proceedi ngs. However, any information
ot herwi se made confidential or exenpt by |aw shall not be
rel eased pursuant to this paragraph.

(f) A court upon its finding that access to such records
may be necessary for the determ nation of an issue before the
court; however, such access shall be limted to inspection in
canera, unless the court determ nes that public disclosure of
the informati on contained therein is necessary for the
resolution of an issue then pending before it.

(g) A grand jury, by subpoena, upon its determ nation that
access to such records is necessary in the conduct of its

of ficial business.
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(h) Any appropriate official of the departnent responsible

for:

1. Admnistration or supervision of the departnent's
program for the prevention, investigation, or treatnent of child
abuse, abandonment, or negl ect, or abuse, neglect, or
exploitation of a vulnerable adult, when carrying out his or her
of ficial function;

2. Taking appropriate adm nistrative action concerning an
enpl oyee of the departnent alleged to have perpetrated child
abuse, abandonment, or negl ect, or abuse, neglect, or
exploitation of a vulnerable adult; or

3. Enpl oying and continui ng enpl oynent of personnel of the
depart nent.

(1) Any person authorized by the departnent who is engaged
in the use of such records or information for bona fide
research, statistical, or audit purposes. Such individual or
entity shall enter into a privacy and security agreenent with
t he departnment and shall conply with all laws and rul es
governing the use of such records and information for research
and statistical purposes. Information identifying the subjects
of such records or information shall be treated as confidenti al
by the researcher and shall not be released in any form

(j) The Division of Adm nistrative Hearings for purposes
of any adm nistrative challenge.

(k) Any appropriate official of a Florida advocacy counci
investigating a report of known or suspected child abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect; the Auditor General or the Ofice of
Program Policy Analysis and Governnment Accountability for the
pur pose of conducting audits or exam nations pursuant to | aw, or

the guardian ad litemfor the child.
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(1) Enployees or agents of an agency of another state that

has conparable jurisdiction to the jurisdiction described in
par agr aph (a).

(m The Public Enployees Rel ations Conm ssion for the sole
pur pose of obtaining evidence for appeals filed pursuant to s.
447.207. Records may be released only after deletion of al
i nformati on which specifically identifies persons other than the
enpl oyee.

(n) Enployees or agents of the Departnment of Revenue
responsi ble for child support enforcenment activities.

(o) Any person in the event of the death of a child
determned to be a result of abuse, abandonnent, or negl ect.
Information identifying the person reporting abuse, abandonnent,
or neglect shall not be released. Any information otherw se nade
confidential or exenpt by |aw shall not be rel eased pursuant to
t hi s paragraph.

(p) Enpl oyees or agents of school boards, public schools,

private schools, and charter schools, or other educational

institutions.

(3) The departnent may rel ease to professional persons
such information as is necessary for the diagnosis and treat nent
of the child or the person perpetrating the abuse or neglect.

(4) Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw, when a

child under investigation or supervision of the departnent or

its contracted service providers is determned to be m ssing,

the follow ng shall apply:

(a) The departnent may rel ease the follow ng i nfornation

to the public when it believes the release of the information is

likely to assist efforts in locating the child or to pronote the

safety or well -being of the child:
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1. The nane of the child and the child' s date of birth.

2. A physical description of the child, including, at a

m ni num the height, weight, hair color, eye color, gender, and

any identifying physical characteristics of the child.
3. A photograph of the child.

(b) Wth the concurrence of the | aw enforcenent agency

primarily responsible for investigating the incident, the

departnent nay rel ease any additional infornation it believes

likely to assist efforts in |locating the child or to pronote the

safety or well -being of the child.

(c) The | aw enforcenent agency primarily responsible for

i nvestigating the incident nay rel ease any infornation received

fromthe departnent regarding the investigation if it believes

the release of the information is likely to assist efforts in

| ocating the child or to pronote the safety or well-being of the
child.

The good-faith publication or release of this information by the

departnent, a | aw enforcenent agency, or any recipient of the

information as specifically authorized by this subsecti on shal

not subject the person, agency, or entity releasing the

information to any civil or crimnal penalty. This subsection

does not authorize the release of the nane of the reporter,

whi ch nay be rel eased only as provided in subsection (5).

(54> The nanme of any person reporting child abuse,
abandonnment, or neglect may not be released to any person other
t han enpl oyees of the departnent responsible for child
protective services, the central abuse hotline, |aw enforcenent,
the child protection team or the appropriate state attorney,

w thout the witten consent of the person reporting. This does
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not prohibit the subpoenaing of a person reporting child abuse,

abandonnent, or negl ect when deened necessary by the court, the
state attorney, or the departnent, provided the fact that such
person nade the report is not disclosed. Any person who reports
a case of child abuse or neglect may, at the tine he or she
makes the report, request that the department notify himor her
that a child protective investigation occurred as a result of
the report. Any person specifically listed in s. 39.201(1) who
makes a report in his or her official capacity may al so request
a witten summary of the outcone of the investigation. The
departnent shall nmail such a notice to the reporter within 10
days after conpleting the child protective investigation.

(6)65)> Al records and reports of the child protection
team of the Departnent of Health are confidential and exenpt
fromthe provisions of ss. 119.07(1) and 456. 057, and shall not
be di scl osed, except, upon request, to the state attorney, |aw
enforcenent, the departnent, and necessary professionals, in
furtherance of the treatnent or additional evaluative needs of
the child, by order of the court, or to health plan payors,
[imted to that information used for insurance rei nbursenent
pur poses.

(7)6)> The departnment shall make and keep reports and
records of all cases under this chapter relating to child abuse,
abandonnment, and negl ect and shall preserve the records
pertaining to a child and famly until 7 years after the | ast
entry was nade or until the child is 18 years of age, whichever
date is first reached, and nmay then destroy the records.
Departnment records required by this chapter relating to child
abuse, abandonment, and negl ect nay be inspected only upon order

of the court or as provided for in this section.
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(8)A~ A person who knowingly or willfully nmakes public or

di scl oses to any unauthori zed person any confidentia
information contained in the central abuse hotline is subject to
the penalty provisions of s. 39.205. This notice shall be
prom nently di splayed on the first sheet of any docunents
rel eased pursuant to this section

Section 2. Section 402.40, Florida Statutes, is anended to
read:

402.40 Child welfare training.--

(1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--1n order to enable the state to
provi de a systematic approach to staff devel opnent and training

for persons providing child welfare services dependency—progranm
statf that will neet the needs of such staff in their discharge

of duties, it is the intent of the Legislature that the
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services establish, maintain,
and oversee the operation of child welfare training academes in
the state. The Legislature further intends that the staff

devel opnent and training prograns that are established will aid
in the reduction of poor staff norale and of staff turnover,

will positively inmpact on the quality of decisions nade
regarding children and fam|lies who require assistance from

prograns providing child welfare services dependency—prograns,

and will afford better quality care of children who nust be

renoved fromtheir famlies.
(2) DEFINITIONS. --As used in this section, the term

(a) "Child welfare services" “Dependency—prograr- neans

any intake, protective investigation, preprotective services,

protective services, foster care, shelter and group care, and

adoption and rel ated services program including supportive

servi ces and supervision and | egal services provided to children
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who are all eged to have been abused, abandoned, or negl ected, or

who are at risk of becomng, alleged to be, or who have been

found dependent, pursuant to chapter 39 whether—operated-by—or

(b) "Person providing child welfare services" “Dependency

program-staff™ neans the person with a responsibility for
supervisory, legal, and direct care, or support-related work in

the provision of child welfare services pursuant to chapter 39

(3) CH LD VWELFARE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM - - The departnent shal

establish a program for training pursuant to the provisions of

this section, and all persons providing child wel fare services

dependencyprogram-statf shall be required to participate in and

successfully conplete the programof training pertinent to their

areas of responsibility.

(4) CH LD VELFARE TRAI NI NG TRUST FUND. - -

(a) There is created within the State Treasury a Child
Wel fare Training Trust Fund to be used by the Departnent of
Children and Family Services for the purpose of funding a
conpr ehensi ve system of child welfare training, including the
securing of consultants to devel op the system and t he devel opi ng
of child welfare training academ es that include the

participation of persons providing child welfare services

dependency—program-staftf.
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(b) One dollar fromevery noncrimnal traffic infraction

col l ected pursuant to s. 318.14(10)(b) or s. 318.18 shall be
deposited into the Child Welfare Training Trust Fund.

(c) In addition to the funds generated by paragraph (b),
the trust fund shall receive funds generated from an additiona
fee on birth certificates and dissolution of marriage filings,
as specified in ss. 382.0255 and 28. 101, respectively, and nmay
receive funds fromany other public or private source.

(d) Funds that are not expended by the end of the budget
cycle or through a suppl enental budget approved by the
departnent shall revert to the trust fund.

(5) CORE COWPETENCI ES. - -

(a) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shal

establish the core conpetencies for a single integrated

preservice curriculumthat ensures that each person delivering

child wel fare services obtains the know edge, skills, and

abilities to conpetently carry out his or her work

responsibilities. This preservice curriculummy be a

conpilation of different devel opnent efforts based on specific

subsets of core conpetencies that are integrated for a

conpr ehensi ve preservice curriculumrequired in the provision of

child welfare services in this state.

(b) The identification of these core conpetencies shall be

a col |l aborative effort to include professionals with expertise

in child welfare services and providers that will be affected by

the curriculum to include, but not be limted to,

representatives fromthe comunity-based care | ead agenci es,

sheriffs’ offices conducting child protection investigations,

and child welfare | egal services providers.

(c) MNotw thstanding the provisions of s. 287.057(5) and
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(22), the departnent shall conpetitively bid and contract for

t he devel opnent, validation, and periodic eval uati on of the

training curricula for the established single integrated

preservice curriculum No nore than one training curriculum nay

be devel oped for each specific subset of the core conpetencies
(6) ADVANCED TRAI NI NG -- The Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services shall annually exam ne the advanced training

that is needed by persons providing child welfare services in

the state. This exam nati on shall address whet her the current

advanced trai ning provided should be continued and shall include

t he devel opnent of plans for incorporating any revisions to the

advanced training determ ned necessary. This exam nati on shal

be conducted in collaboration with professionals with expertise

in child wel fare services and providers that will be affected by

the curriculum to include, but not be limted to,

representatives fromthe conmunity-based care | ead agenci es,

sheriffs' offices conducting child protection investigations,

and child welfare | egal services providers.
(7) CERTIFI CATI ON AND TRAI NER QUALI FI CATI ONS. - - The
departnent shall, in collaboration with the professionals and

provi ders descri bed in paragraph (5)(b), devel op n ni num

standards for a certification process that ensures participants

have successfully attained the know edge, skills, and abilities

necessary to conpetently carry out their work responsibilities

and shall devel op m ni num standards for trainer qualifications

that shall be required of training acadenies in the offering of

the training curricula. Any person providing child welfare

services shall be required to naster the conponents of the

preservice curriculumthat are particular to that person’s work

responsi bilities.
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(8)£5) ESTABLI SHVENT COF TRAI Nl NG ACADEM ES. - - The

departnment shall establish child welfare training academ es as

part of a conprehensive systemof child welfare training. In

establishing a programof training, the departnment nmay contract

for the operation of one or nore training academ es to perform

one or nore of the following: to offer one or nore of the

training curricul a devel oped pursuant to subsection (5); to

adm nister the certification process; to devel op, validate, and

periodically evaluate additional training curricula determ ned

necessary, including advanced training, that is specific to a

regi on or contractor, or that neets a particul ar traini ng need;
or to offer the additional training curricul a with—Tallahassee

Cormmuni-ty College. The nunber, |ocation, and tinefrane for
establ i shment of additienal training academ es shall be approved

by the Secretary of Children and Fam |y Services who shal

ensure that the goals for the core conpetencies and the single

integrated preservice curriculum the certification process, the

trainer qualifications, and the additional training needs are
addressed. Notw t hstandi ng the provisions of s. 287.057(5) and
(22), the departnent shall seek conpetitive bids for al

trai ni ng acadeny contracts
(9) MODIFI CATI ON OF CHI LD WELFARE TRAI NI NG —The core
conpet enci es determ ned pursuant to subsection (5) and the

m ni num standards for the certification process and for trainer

qual i fications established pursuant to subsection (7) nmust be

submtted to the appropriate substantive conmttees of the

Senate and the House of Representatives prior to entering into

the conpetitive bid process for either the devel opnent,

val i dation, or periodic evaluation of the training curricula or

for the traini ng acadeny contracts.
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(10) ¢6) ADOPTION OF RULES. - -The Departnment of Children and

Fam |y Services shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the
provi sions of this section.

Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 409.1451, Florida
Statutes, is anended, a new subsection (8) is added to said
section, and present subsection (8) is renunbered as subsection
(9) and anended, to read:

409. 1451 I ndependent living transition services.--

(7) | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG SERVI CES HNFEGRAT-ON
WORKGROUP. - - The Secretary of Children and Fam |y Services shal
establish the independent living services ihtegration workgroup
which, at a mninmum shall include representatives fromthe
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, the Agency for
Wor kf orce I nnovation, the Departnent of Education, the Agency
for Health Care Adm nistration, the State Youth Advi sory Board,
Wor kf orce Florida, Inc., and foster parents. The workgroup shal

assess the inplenentati on and operati on of the system of

i ndependent living transition services and advi se the departnent

on actions that would i nprove the ability of the independent

living transition services to neet the established goals. The

wor kgroup shall keep the departnent informed of probl ens being

experienced with the services, barriers to the effective and

efficient integration of services, and support across systens,

and successes that the system of independent living transition

servi ces has achi eved. The departnment shall consider, but is not

required to inplenent, the recommendati ons of the workgroup. For
fiscal year 2002- 2003 and 2003-2004, the workgroup shall report
to the appropriate substantive commnttees of the Senate and the

House of Representatives on the status of the inplenentation of

the system of independent |living transition services; efforts to
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publicize the availability of aftercare support services, the

Road- t o-| ndependence Schol arship Program and transiti onal

support services; specific barriers to financial aid created by

t he schol arshi p and possi bl e sol uti ons; success of the services;

probl ens identified; reconmendati ons for departnent or

| egi slative action; and the departnent’s inplenentation of the

recomrendati ons contained in the I ndependent Living Services

| nt egrati on Wor kgroup Report submtted to the Senate and the

House of Representatives substantive comrttees Decenber 31,

2002. These workgroup reports shall be submtted by Decenber 31

2003, and Decenber 31, 2004, and each shall be acconpani ed by a

report fromthe departnent which identifies the recomendati ons

of the workgroup and either describes the departnent’s actions

to i npl enent these recommendati ons or provides the departnment’s

rationale for not inplenenting the recommendati ons fer—the

: : ulte § L in : I
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foster care—
(8) PERSONAL PROPERTY. --Property acquired on behal f of

clients under this programshall becone the personal property of

the clients and is not subject to the requirenents of chapter

273 relating to state-owned tangi bl e personal property.
(9)68)> RULEMAKI NG --The departnment shall adopt by rule

procedures to adm nister this section, including provision for
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t he proportional reduction of schol arshi p awards when adequate

funds are not available for all applicants. These rul es shal

bal ance the goals of normal cy and safety for the youth and

provide the caregivers with as nmuch flexibility as possible to

enable the youth to participate in normal |ife experiences. The

departnment shall engage in appropriate planning to prevent, to
the extent possible, a reduction in scholarship awards after
i ssuance.

Section 4. Paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of subsection (1)
of section 409.1671, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

409. 1671 Foster care and rel ated servi ces;
privatization. --

(1)(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
department will continue to work towards full privatization in a

manner that ensures the viability of the community-based system

of care and best provides for the safety of children in the

child protection system To this end, the departnment is directed

to continue the process of privatizing services in those

counties in which signed startup contracts have been execut ed.

The departnment may al so continue to enter into startup contracts

with additional counties. However, no services shall be

transferred to a conmunity- based care | ead agency until the

departnent, in consultation with the local community alliance,

has determ ned and certified in witing to the Governor and

Legislature that the district is prepared to transition the

provi sion of services to the | ead agency and that the | ead

agency is ready to deliver and be accountable for such service

provision. In nmaking this determ nation, the departnent shal

conduct a readi ness assessnent of the district and the | ead

agency.
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1. The assessnent shall evaluate the operational readi ness

of the district and the | ead agency based on:

a. A set of uniformcriteria, devel oped in consultation

with currently operating conmunity-based care | ead agenci es and

reflecting national accreditation standards, that eval uate

progranmatic, financial, technical assistance, training, and

organi zati onal conpetenci es.

b. Local criteria reflective of the |ocal comunity-based

care design and the conmmunity alliance priorities.

2. The readi ness assessnent shall be conducted by a joint

teamof district and | ead agency staff with direct experience

wth the startup and operation of a conmunity-based care service

program and representatives fromthe appropriate community

alliance. Wthin resources available for this purpose, the

departnment may secure outside audit expertise when necessary to

assi st a readi ness assessnent team

3. Upon conpl etion of a readi ness assessnent, the

assessnent team shall conduct an exit conference with the

district and | ead agency staff responsible for the transition.

4. Wthin 30 days following the exit conference with staff

of each district and | ead agency, the secretary shall certify in

witing to the Governor and Legislature that both the district

and the | ead agency are prepared to begin the transition of

servi ce provision based on the results of the readi ness

assessnent and the exit conference. The docunent of

certification nust include specific evidence of readi ness on

each el enent of the readiness instrunent utilized by the

assessnent teamas well as a description of each el enent of

readi ness needi ng i nprovenent and strategi es being i npl enented

t o address each one.
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(c) The Auditor CGeneral and the Ofice of Program Policy

Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability, in consultation with the

Child Welfare League of Anerica and the Louis de la Parte

Florida Mental Health Institute, shall jointly revi ew and assess

the departnent’s process for determning district and | ead

agency readi ness.

1. The review nust, at a m ninum address the

appropri ateness of the readiness criteria and instrunents

applied, the appropriateness of the qualifications of

partici pants on each readi ness assessnent team the degree to

whi ch the departnent accurately determ ned each district and

| ead agency’s conpliance with the readiness criteria, the

quality of the technical assistance provided by the depart nment

to a | ead agency in correcting any weaknesses identified in the

readi ness assessnent, and the degree to which each | ead agency

overcane any identified weaknesses.

2. Reports of these reviews nust be submtted to the

appropriate substantive and appropriations conmmittees in the

Senate and the House of Representatives on March 1 and Sept enber

1 of each year until full transition to conmunity-based care has

been acconplished statew de, except that the first report nust

be submtted by February 1, 2004, and nust address all readi ness

activities undertaken through June 30, 2003. The perspectives of

all participants in this review process nust be included in each

report.
(d) In conmunities where econonic or denbgraphic

constraints make it inpossible or not feasible to conpetitively

contract with a | ead agency, the departnent shall devel op an

alternative plan in collaboration with the |ocal comunity

alliance, which nmay include establishing innovative geographica
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configurations or consortiuns of agencies. The plan nust detail

how the community will continue to inplenent conmunity-based

care through conpetitively procuring either the specific

conponents of foster care and rel ated services or conprehensive

services for defined eligible popul ations of chil dren and

famlies fromqualified |licensed agencies as part of its efforts

to develop the | ocal capacity for a community-based system of

coordi nated care. The plan nust ensure | ocal control over the

managenent and admi ni stration of the service provision in

accordance with the intent of this section and may i ncl ude

recogni zed best busi ness practices, including sone form of

public or private partnerships

(e)fe) As used in this section, the term"eligible |ead

comuni ty- based provider" neans a single agency with which the

departnent shall contract for the provision of child protective
services in a community that is no smaller than a county. The
secretary of the departnment may authorize nore than one eligible
| ead conmunity-based provider within a single county when to do
so wll result in nore effective delivery of foster care and
rel ated services. To conpete for a privatization project, such
agency mnust have:

1. The ability to coordinate, integrate, and manage al
child protective services in the designated comunity in
cooperation with child protective investigations.

2. The ability to ensure continuity of care fromentry to
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exit for all children referred fromthe protective investigation

and court systens.

3. The ability to provide directly, or contract for
t hrough a | ocal network of providers, all necessary child
protective services.

4. The willingness to accept accountability for neeting
the outconmes and perfornmance standards related to child
protective services established by the Legislature and the
Federal CGovernnent.

5. The capability and the willingness to serve al
children referred to it fromthe protective investigation and
court systens, regardless of the level of funding allocated to
the community by the state, provided all related funding is
transferred.

6. The willingness to ensure that each individual who
provi des child protective services conpletes the training
required of child protective service workers by the Departnent
of Children and Fam |y Servi ces.

7. The ability to maintain eligibility to receive al
federal child welfare funds, including Title IV-E and | V-A
funds, currently being used by the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services.

8. Witten agreenents with Healthy Famlies Florida | ead
entities in their community, pursuant to s. 409.153, to pronote

cooperative planning for the provision of prevention and

i nterventi on services.

()(eyd 1t L ival :
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1.2~ The Legislature finds that the state has

traditionally provided foster care services to children who have

been the responsibility of the state. As such, foster children
have not had the right to recover for injuries beyond the
[imtations specified in s. 768.28. The Legislature has
determ ned that foster care and rel ated services need to be
privatized pursuant to this section and that the provision of
such services is of paranmount inportance to the state. The

pur pose for such privatization is to increase the |evel of
safety, security, and stability of children who are or becone
the responsibility of the state. One of the conponents necessary
to secure a safe and stable environnment for such children is
that private providers maintain liability insurance. As such,

i nsurance needs to be available and remain available to

nongovernnental foster care and rel ated services providers
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wi t hout the resources of such providers being significantly

reduced by the cost of maintaining such insurance.

2.3~ The Legislature further finds that, by requiring the
following mnimm/|levels of insurance, children in privatized
foster care and related services will gain increased protection
and rights of recovery in the event of injury than provided for
ins. 768.28.

Section 5. Section 409.953, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

409. 953 Rulemaking—authori-ty—for Refugee assi stance
progrant rul enaki ng authority.--

(1) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services has the

aut hority shalH—adept—rules to adm nister the eH-gibity

reguirementsforthe refugee assistance programin accordance
wth 45 CF. R Part 400 and 401. The Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services or a child-placing or child-caring agency

desi gnated by the departnent nay petition in circuit court to

establish custody and placenent in the Unacconpani ed Refugee

M nor Program for each unacconpani ed refugee mnor defined in 45
CF.R s. 400.111.
(2) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services shal

adopt any rul es necessary for the i npl ementati on and

adm nistration of this section.

Section 6. Section 937.021, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

937.021 Mssing child reports.--

(1) Upon the filing of a police report that a child is

m ssing by the parent or guardian, the | aw enforcenent agency
receiving the report wittennotification shall imediately

informall on-duty |aw enforcenent officers of the existence of
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the mssing child report, communicate the report to every other

| aw enforcenent agency having jurisdiction in the county, and
transmt the report for inclusion within the Florida Crine
| nformati on Center conputer.

(2) A police report that a child is mssing may be fil ed

with the | aw enforcenment agency having jurisdiction in the

county or nmunicipality in which the child was | ast seen prior to

the filing of the report, without regard to whether the child

resides in or has any significant contacts with that county or

muni ci pality. The filing of such a report shall inpose the

duties specified in subsection (1) upon that |aw enforcenent

agency.
Section 7. The Ofice of ProgramPolicy Analysis and

Gover nment Accountability shall prepare an evaluation of child

wel fare | egal services to be submtted to the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the

Governor, and the Chief Justice of the Suprene Court by Decenber

31, 2003. The evaluation shall consider different nodels of

provi sion of | egal services in dependency proceedi ngs on behal f

of the state, including representation by other governnental,

for-profit, or not-for-profit entities, and include di scussion

of the organi zati onal placenent on the cost and delivery of

provi ding these services; the organi zational placenent’s effect

on conmuni cati on between attorneys and caseworkers; the ability

to attract, retain, and provi de professional devel opnent

opportunities for experienced attorneys; and the inplications of

each nodel for the attorney’s professional responsibilities.

Until directed otherwise by the Legislature, the depart nent

shall maintain its current delivery systemfor the provision of

child welfare | egal services.
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718 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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