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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to voting absentee ballots in
3 person; anending s. 101.657, F.S.; authorizing
4 the use of certain buildings as branch offices
5 for purposes of voting absentee ballots in
6 person; providing for early voting by absentee
7 ballot in person in the main office or branch
8 of fices of the supervisor of elections;
9 provi di ng rul emaki ng authority; providing an
10 ef fective date.
11
12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
13
14 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 101.657, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:
16 101. 657 Voting absentee ballots in person.--
17 (2)(a) As an alternative to the provisions of ss.
18 | 101. 64 and 101.65, the supervisor of elections may allow an
19 | elector to cast an absentee ballot in the main office or any
20 | branch office of the supervisor by depositing the voted ball ot
21| in a voting device used by the supervisor to collect or
22 | tabul ate ballots. For purposes of this section, a branch
23| office may include a single building or conplex of buildings
24 | whose residents are nenbers of a condonmi nium or honmeowners
25 | association conprised of at |east 1,000 registered voters.
26 (b) Voting by absentee ballot at the main office or
27 | any branch office, as deternm ned by the supervisor, shal
28 | coomence 14 days prior to an el ection. However,the results or
29 | tabul ation may not be nade before the close of the polls on
30 | el ection day.
31
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1 (c) ta)y The elector nmust provide picture identification
2| and nust conplete an In-Ofice Voter Certificate in

3| substantially the followi ng form

4

5 I N OFFI CE VOTER CERTI FI CATE

6

7 I, , ama qualified elector in this election and
8| registered voter of = County, Florida. | do solemmly swear
9] or affirmthat | amthe person so |listed on the voter

10 | registration rolls of __ County and that | reside at the
11| listed address. | understand that if | commt or attenpt to
12 | conmit fraud in connection with voting, vote a fraudul ent

13 | ballot, or vote nore than once in an election | could be

14 | convicted of a felony of the third degree and both fined up to
15 | $5, 000 and inprisoned for up to 5 years. | understand that ny
16 | failure to sign this certificate and have ny signature

17 | witnessed invalidates ny ballot.

18

19

20 (Voter's Signature)

21

22 (Addr ess)

23

24 (City/ State)

25

26 (Narre of W tness)

27

28 (Signature of Wtness)

29

30 (Type of identification provided)

31
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1 (d) tb) Any elector may chall enge an el ector seeking to

2 | cast an absentee ballot under the provisions of s. 101.111

3 | Any chall enged ball ot nust be placed in a regul ar absentee

4 | ball ot envel ope. The canvassi ng board shall review the ball ot

5] and decide the validity of the ballot by majority vote.

6 (e) te)y The canvass of returns for ballots cast under

7| this subsection shall be substantially the sane as votes cast

8| by electors in precincts, as provided in s. 101.5614.

9 (f) The Departnent of State shall adopt rul es pursuant
10| to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to inpl enent the provisions of
11| this subsection, including, at a minimm provisions for the
12 | selection and security of the main office or branch offices,
13| and their respective polling places, for the purposes of this
14 | subsecti on.

15 Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2004.
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