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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 2050, 1st Eng.
Amendnent No. _ Barcode 743386

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

WY 3R
04/ 24/ 2003 05: 22 PM

Senat or Peaden noved the foll owi ng amendnent:

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:

Section 1. Subsection (14) is added to section
456. 073, Florida Statutes, to read:

456.073 D sciplinary proceedings.--Disciplinary
proceedi ngs for each board shall be within the jurisdiction of
t he departnent.

(14)(a) Any licensed professional participating in a

judicial proceedi ng who has been court appointed to conduct a

child custody evaluation shall be presuned to be acting in

good faith if the evaluation has been conducted pursuant to

standards that a reasonabl e prof essional woul d have used

followi ng practice quidelines, paraneters, or standards

adopt ed or recogni zed by his or her professional organization

(b)Y In achild custody hearing, in order for a parent

or legal guardian to be able to file suit against a

court - appoi nted eval uator who has acted in good faith, the
1

9:34 AM 04/ 24/ 03 s$2050c2c- 02 12




© 00 N o o b~ W N

W W N N N N N D N NN DN P PP PR R R RR Rk
R O © 00 N O 0o A W N P O © 0N O o W N R O

SENATE ANMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 2050, 1st Eng.
Amendrment No. _~ Barcode 743386

parent or legal quardian nust first petition the judge who

presi ded over the child custody hearing to appoint another

eval uator, upon show ng good cause, and shall be responsible

for all court costs and attorney's fees.

(c) Any admnistrative conplaint filed against a

licensed professional following a child custody eval uation

shall not be filed anonynously. The nane, address, and phone

nunber of the party filing the conplaint nust be included as

part of the conplaint.

(d) Once a suit is filed against a court-appointed

evaluator in a child custody hearing in civil, crimnal, or

adm nistrative court, the clainant shall be responsible for

all attorney's fees associated with the suit for both parties

to the extent that the evaluator is not held liable in civil,

crimnal, or admnistrative court. The clai mant nust pay

admnistrative fees at the prevailing state hourly rate and

nust rei nburse the evaluator for all reasonable fees

associated with | oss of work which was necessary in def endi ng

the claimif the evaluator is found not quilty.

(e) If the evaluator is held liable in civil court,

the evaluator nust pay all attorney's fees and court costs for

the clai nant.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.

TI TLE AMENDMENT
And the title is amended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to child custody eval uati ons;
amending s. 456.073, F.S.; providing for a
l'i censed professional participating in a child
cust ody eval uation pursuant to a judicial
proceeding to be presuned to be acting in good
faith if the evaluation is conducted according
to certain standards; specifying requirenents
under which a parent or legal guardian nmay file
suit against a court-appoi nted eval uat or
prohibiting the filing of an anonynous
adm ni strative conplaint; providing for payment
of attorney's fees and costs associated with a
suit agai nst an eval uator; providing an

effective date.
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