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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for CS for SB 2050

By the Cormittees on Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care;
Judi ciary; and Senator Aronber g

317-2389-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to child custody eval uati ons;
providing a presunption of good faith for the
actions of a court-appointed psychol ogi st who
conducts a child custody eval uation
prohi biti ng anonynous conpl ai nts; providing
prerequisites to a parent's bringing a |l ega
action agai nst the psychol ogi st; providing for
the award of reasonable attorney's fees and
reasonabl e court costs; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Child custody eval uations; presunption of

psychol ogist's good faith; prerequisite to parent's filing

suit; award of fees, costs, reinbursenent.--

(1) A psychol ogi st who has been appoi nted by the court

to conduct a child custody evaluation in a judicial proceeding

is presuned to be acting in good faith if the eval uati on has

been conducted pursuant to standards that a reasonabl e

psychol ogi st woul d have used as recommended by the Anerican

Psychol ogi cal Association's guidelines for child custody

eval uation in divorce proceedi ngs.

(2) An adninistrative conplaint against a

court - appoi nted psychol ogist which relates to a child custody

eval uati on conducted by the psychol ogi st nay not be filed

anonynously. The individual who files such an administrative

conplaint nust include in the conplaint his or her nane,

address, and tel ephone nunber.
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(3) A parent who wishes to file a | egal action agai nst

a court-appoi nted psychol ogi st who has acted in good faith in

conducting a child custody evaluation nust petition the judge

who presided over the child custody proceeding to appoint

anot her psychol ogi st. Upon the parent's show ng of good cause,

the court shall appoint another psychol ogi st. The court shal

nake a determiation as to who is responsible for all court

costs and attorney's fees associated with nmaki ng such an

appoi nt nent.

(4) |If alegal action, whether it be a civil action, a

crimnal action, or an adninistrative proceeding, is filed

agai nst a court-appoi nted psychologist in a child custody

proceeding, the claimant is responsible for all reasonabl e

costs and reasonable attorney's fees associated with the

action for both parties if the psychol ogist is held not

liable. If the psychologist is held liable in civil court, the

psychol ogi st nust pay all reasonable costs and reasonabl e

attorney's fees for the clainant.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEF SUE%TEE%EE FOR
or

The Committee Substitute for CS/ SB 2050 provides that when a
parent successfully petitions for appoi ntnent of another
psychol ogi st, the tourt shall make a determnation as to who
I s’ responsi bl e for court costs and attorneys fees associ ated
w th the subsequent appoi nt nent.
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