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CS for CS for SB 2050 First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to child custody eval uati ons;
providing a presunption of good faith for the
actions of a court-appointed psychol ogi st who
conducts a child custody eval uation
prohi biti ng anonynous conplaints; providing for
the court to appoint another psychol ogi st;
providing for the court to award attorney's
fees and reasonabl e court costs; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Child custody eval uations; presunption of

psychol ogist's good faith; prerequisite to parent's filing

suit; award of fees, costs, reinbursenent.--

(1) A psychol ogi st who has been appoi nted by the court

to conduct a child custody evaluation in a judicial proceeding

is presuned to be acting in good faith if the eval uati on has

been conducted pursuant to standards that a reasonabl e

psychol ogi st woul d have used as recommended by the Anerican

Psychol ogi cal Association's guidelines for child custody

eval uation in divorce proceedi ngs.

(2) An adninistrative conplaint against a

court - appoi nted psychol ogist which relates to a child custody

eval uati on conducted by the psychol ogi st nay not be filed

anonynously. The individual who files such an administrative

conplaint nust include in the conplaint his or her nane,

address, and tel ephone nunber.

(3) Acivil action or an admnistrative proceedi ng nay

not be filed against a court-appoi nted psychol ogi st as a
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result of a child custody eval uation unless the court

appoi nting the psychol ogist first finds, upon petition of any

party to the action or proceeding, that the psychol ogi st

failed to act in good faith in conducting the child custody

eval uation. If the court finds a | ack of good faith, the court

shal | appoi nt anot her psychol ogi st to conduct a further child

custody eval uation. The court shall nmake a determination as to

who is responsible for the court costs and attorney's fees
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associated with this section.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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