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Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) (Corrected Copy) SR 2068
By Senator Carlton

23-1604B- 03
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resol ution conmendi ng Stetson University and
its national |eadership and recogni zi ng March
18, 2003, as "Stetson University Day."

WHEREAS, Florida's first private university, DelLand
Acadeny, was founded in 1883 by Henry A DelLand, a New York
phi | ant hropi st, and

WHEREAS, in 1887, the Legislature of the State of
Fl orida enacted the Charter of DeLand University as an
i ndependent institution of higher |earning, and

WHEREAS, the university's nanme was changed in 1889 to
honor John B. Stetson, the nationally known hat manufacturer
who generously gave of his tinme and neans to advance the
gquality and reputation of the institution, and

WHEREAS, Stetson University's mission of "conmitnent to
values" is a way of life for its students, naking the
institution a nationally recogni zed | eader in education with a
commtnment to social responsibility, and

WHEREAS, Stetson University proudly boasts of 174
full-tinme faculty nmenbers on the DeLand canpus, 96 percent of
whom hol d Ph.D. or equival ent degrees, teaching al
undergraduate classes with a student/faculty ratio of 11-to-1
and

WHEREAS, Stetson University provides nore than 60
degree progranms to approxi mately 3,200 students representing
44 states and nore than 47 countries, and

WHEREAS, Stetson University is an NCAA Division
menber of the Atlantic Sun Conference, and the tal ented
"Hatters" conpete on the intercollegiate level in 15 varsity
sports, and
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WHEREAS, anong other Florida firsts, Stetson

established the first college-level Mdel Senate program a
prototype for the nation; was awarded the first private
university Phi Beta Kappa chapter; and was the honme of
Florida's first School of Business Adm nistration and Schoo
of Music, and

WHEREAS, Stetson University's duPont-Ball Library is
honme to Florida's first federal docunent depository, which was
established in 1887, and

WHEREAS, through the Center for Internationa
Education, Stetson University this year wel comes students from
43 countries to its canmpus and offers study abroad prograns at
ei ght foreign centers, and

WHEREAS, 74 percent of Stetson University's
undergraduates are State of Florida residents, and
WHEREAS, Stetson University's administration, faculty,

students, and graduates, including "many |egislators,”" have
made i nnunerabl e contri butions to the State of Florida, NOW

THEREFORE,
Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That March 18, 2003, is recognized as "Stetson
University Day."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to H
Dougl as Lee, President of Stetson University, as a tangible
token of the sentinents of the Florida Senate.
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