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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 208

By Senator Wassernman Schultz

34-269- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to schools; anending s.
1001.42, F.S.; requiring district school boards
to adopt policies to subdivide into
school s-wi t hi n-a-school ; anending s. 1003. 02,
F.S.; requiring district school boards to adopt
policies to subdivide into
school s-wi t hi n-a-school ; repealing s. 1013. 43,
F.S., relating to restrictions on the size of
new school s; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (20) of section 1001.42, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district schoo
board. --The district school board, acting as a board, shal
exercise all powers and performall duties |isted bel ow

(20) SCHOOL-W THI N- A- SCHOOL. --1n order to reduce the
anonymty of students in large schools, adopt policies to
encourage a any school that—dees—not—reet—thedeHnitionof—a
stratH—schoot—as—estabH-shetd—by—s—310613-43{2)+t 0o subdi vi de
into school s-wi thin-a-school that shall operate within
exi sting resources in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 1003.

Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 1003.02, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of
public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are
constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation
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1| and control of public K-12 education within their schoo

2| district. The district school boards nust establish, organize,
3| and operate their public K-12 schools and educationa

4 | prograns, enployees, and facilities. Their responsibilities

5] include staff devel opnent, public K-12 school student

6 | education including education for exceptional students and

7 | students in juvenile justice programs, special prograns, adult
8 | education progranms, and career and technical education

9| prograns. Additionally, district school boards nust:

10 (4) Foer—any—schoot—withinthe—distriet—that—+snot—n
11 | comptiance—wth—the—smratH—school—stze—reguirenents—of—chapter
12 | #6431 n order to reduce the anonynity of students in |arge

13 | school s, adopt policies that encourage subdivision of the

14 | school into school s-within-a-school, which shall operate

15| within existing resources. A "school -wi thin-a-school" neans an
16 | operational programthat uses flexible scheduling, team

17 | planning, and curricular and instructional innovation to

18 | organi ze groups of students with groups of teachers as snall er
19 | units, so as to functionally operate as a snaller school
20 | Exanpl es of this include, but are not linmted to:
21 (a) An organizational arrangenent assigning both
22 | students and teachers to snaller units in which the students
23 | take sone or all of their coursework with their fell ow grouped
24 | students and fromthe teachers assigned to the smaller unit. A
25| unit may be grouped together for 1 year or on a vertical
26 | multiyear basis.
27 (b) An organizational arrangement sinilar to that
28 | described in paragraph (a) with additional variations in
29 | instruction and curriculum The smaller unit usually seeks to
30| maintain a programdifferent fromthat of the |larger school
31| or of other smaller units. It may be vertically organi zed, but
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i s dependent upon the school principal for its existence,
budget, and staff.

(c) A separate and autononous smaller unit formally
aut hori zed by the district school board or district schoo
superintendent. The smaller unit plans and runs its own
program has its own staff and students, and receives its own
separate budget. The snaller unit nust negotiate the use of
common space with the |arger school and defer to the building
principal on matters of safety and buil di ng operation

Section 3. Section 1013.43, Florida Statutes, as
created by section 842 of chapter 2002-387, Laws of Florida,

is repeal ed

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Repeal s s. 1013.43, F.S., relating to restrictions on the
si ze of new school s, Anends s. .42, F.S., relating to
policies for subdividing into schools-wthin-a-school

and s, 1003.02, F.S., relating to a requirenent that
district school boards adopt policies to subdivide into
school s-wi t hi n-a-school, to conform
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