Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2100

By Senator Wassernman Schultz

34-493- 03 See HB
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to student financial
3 assi stance; anending s. 1009.57, F.S.
4 requiring the Florida Teacher Schol arship and
5 For gi vabl e Loan Programto provide schol arship
6 assi stance to education paraprofessionals and
7 substitute teachers seeking certification to
8 teach in critical teacher shortage areas
9 establishing a scholarship |loan programto
10 provi de schol arship | oans to students who teach
11 in poor or underperformng areas in the state
12 providing eligibility requirenents; providing
13 for loan forgiveness; anending s. 1009. 58,
14 F.S.; expanding the critical teacher shortage
15 tuition reinbursenent program authorizing
16 tuition reinbursenment for courses needed for
17 recertification; authorizing certain
18 tuition-free courses on a space-avail abl e
19 basis; anending s. 1009.59, F.S.; specifying
20 that the Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan
21 For gi veness Program applies to personne
22 seeki ng enploynent in certain high priority
23 | ocation areas; increasing the amount of | oan
24 princi pal repaynents; anending s. 1003. 52,
25 F.S.; conform ng provisions; providing an
26 appropriation; providing an effective date.
27
28| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30
31
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Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1009.57, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsection (4) is added to that
section, to read

1009.57 Florida Teacher Schol arship and Forgi vabl e
Loan Program - -

(1) There is created the Florida Teacher Schol arship
and Forgi vabl e Loan Programto be admi nistered by the
Departnent of Education. The program shall provide schol arship
assistance to eligible students for |ower-division
under graduate study and | oan assi stance to eligible students
for upper-division undergraduate and graduate study. The
program shall al so provide schol arshi p assi stance for

| ower -di vi si on or upper-division undergraduate study to

educati on paraprofessionals and substitute teachers to attain

certification to teach in a subject area or a high priority

| ocation area pursuant to s. 1009.59. The prinmary purpose of

the programis to attract capable and pronising students to
the teaching profession, attract teachers to areas of
projected or current critical teacher shortage, attract
liberal arts and science graduates to teaching, and provide
opportunity for persons naki ng midcareer decisions to enter
t he teachi ng profession. The State Board of Education shal
adopt rul es necessary to admi nister the program and shal
annually identify critical teacher shortage areas.

(4) Wthin the Florida Teacher Schol arshi p and
For gi vabl e Loan Programis established a schol arship | oan

programto provide 4-year scholarship loans of up to $5, 000

per year to Florida high school seniors interested in

preparing to teach in the public schools of the state. The

schol arship | oan program shall be adm nistered by the

Depart nent of Educati on.
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(a) To be eligible for a scholarship | oan, a student

nust :
1. Have maintained a mni mum curul ative grade point

average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale or the equivalent in high schoo
and have scored at | east 1100 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT.
2. Have declared the intent to teach for at | east 3

years in a public school in a poor or underperforning area

identified by the departnent. For purposes of this subsection

the departnent shall annually identify poor or underperformng

areas in the state.

3. Meet the general requirenents for student

eligibility as provided in s. 1009. 40, except as otherw se

provided in this subsection.

(b) A scholarship | oan may be used for attendance at a

state university, a conmunity coll ege, or an independent

institution as defined in s. 1009.89. The schol arship | oan

shal |l be used for tuition and fees and nay be used to purchase

books and housi ng.

(c) A scholarship | oan may be renewed annually if the

student neets the eligibility criteria established by the

depart nent.
(d) Al scholarship | oans shall be evidenced by notes

nmade payable to the Departnment of Education that shall bear

interest at the rate of 8 percent annually begi nning after

ternination of the scholarship |loan. The schol arship | oan may

be terninated by the recipient wthdrawing fromschool or by

the recipient not neeting the standards set by the departnent.

(e) The Departnent of Education shall forgive the | oan

if, within 7 years after graduation, the recipient teaches for

3 consecutive years in a public school in a poor or

under perform ng area. The departnment shall also forgive the
3
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loan if it finds that it is inpossible for the recipient to

neet the teaching requirenents due to death or pernanent

disability of the recipient.

(f) Funds appropriated by the Legislature for the

schol arshi p | oan program shall be deposited in the State

St udent Fi nanci al Assi stance Trust Fund to be used for

schol arshi p | oans.
Section 2. Section 1009.58, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

1009.58 Critical teacher shortage tuition assistance
and rei nbursenment program - -
(1) Acritical teacher shortage tuition assistance and

rei mbursenent program shall be established for the purpose of

i mproving the skills and know edge of current teachers or

persons preparing to teach in critical teacher shortage areas.
(2) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

i mpl erent the critical teacher shortage tuition assistance and

rei mbursenent program Any full-tinme public school enployee or
devel opnental research school enployee certified to teach in
this state is eligible for the program For the purposes of
this program tuition reinbursenent shall be linted to
courses in critical teacher shortage areas as deternined by
the State Board of Education. Such courses shall be:

(a) Gaduate-level courses leading to a naster's
speci al i st, or doctoral degree;

(b) Gaduate-level courses leading to a new
certification area; e+

(c) State-approved undergraduate courses | eading to an
advanced degree or new certification area; or-—

(d) Gaduate-level courses or state-approved

under graduate courses leading to recertification
4
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(3) Participants may receive tuition reinbursenent
payrments for up to 9 senmester hours, or the equivalent in
quarter hours, per year, at a rate not to exceed $78 per
senester hour, up to a total of 36 senester hours. Al tuition
rei mbursenents shall be contingent on passing an approved
course with a mninumgrade of 3.0 or its equivalent.

(4) Participants may enroll in tuition-free courses on

a space-avail able basis at state universities when such

courses lead to certification in a newcritical teacher

shortage subject area or to recertification by a teacher

enployed in a critical teacher shortage area

(5)t4)y This section shall be inplenmented only to the

extent specifically funded and authorized by | aw

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1009. 59,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

1009.59 Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan
For gi veness Program - -

(1) The Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan
For gi veness Programis established to encourage qualified
personnel to seek enpl oynent in subject areas in which
critical teacher shortages exist and in high priority |ocation

areas in which at |east 50 percent of the students receive

free or reduced-price school lunches, as identified annually

by the State Board of Education. The primary function of the
programis to nmake repaynents toward | oans received by
students from federal prograns or commrercial |ending
institutions for the support of postsecondary education study.
Repaynents are intended to be nmade to qualified applicants who
begin teaching for the first tine in designated subject areas,
and who apply during their first year of teaching as certified
teachers in these subject areas, and to qualified applicants

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2100
34-493-03 See HB

who begin teaching for the first tine in a high priority

| ocation area in which at |east 50 percent of the students

receive free or reduced-price school |unches.

(2) Fromthe funds avail able, the Departnent of
Educati on may make | oan principal repaynents as follows:

(a) Up to$5,000$2,5060 a year for up to 4 years on
behal f of sel ected graduates of state-approved undergraduate
post secondary teacher preparation prograns, persons certified
to teach pursuant to any applicable teacher certification
requi rements, or selected teacher preparation graduates from
any state participating in the Interstate Agreenent on the
Qualification of Educational Personnel

(b) Up to$7,500%$5,0060 a year for up to 2 years on
behal f of sel ected graduates of state-approved graduate
post secondary teacher preparation prograns, persons with
graduate degrees certified to teach pursuant to any applicable
teacher certification requirements, or selected teacher
preparation graduates fromany state participating in the
Interstate Agreenment on the Qualification of Educationa
Per sonnel

(c) Al repaynents shall be contingent on continued
proof of enploynent in the designated subject areas or high
priority location areas in this state and shall be made

directly to the holder of the loan. The state shall not bear
responsibility for the collection of any interest charges or
ot her remmi ning balance. In the event that designated critica
t eacher shortage subject areas or high priority |location areas

are changed by the State Board of Education, a teacher shal
continue to be eligible for |oan forgiveness as |long as he or
she continues to teach in the subject area or high priority
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| ocation area for which the original |oan repaynent was nade

and otherwi se neets all conditions of eligibility.

Section 4. Subsection (10) of section 1003.52, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.52 Educational services in Departnent of Juvenile
Justice prograns. --

(10) The district school board shall recruit and train
teachers who are interested, qualified, or experienced in
educating students in juvenile justice prograns. Students in
juvenile justice prograns shall be provided a wi de range of
educati onal prograns and opportunities including textbooks,
technol ogy, instructional support, and other resources
avail able to students in public schools. Teachers assigned to
educational prograns in juvenile justice settings in which the
di strict school board operates the educational program shal
be selected by the district school board in consultation with
the director of the juvenile justice facility. Educationa
prograns in juvenile justice facilities shall have access to
the substitute teacher pool utilized by the district schoo
board. Full-tinme teachers working in juvenile justice schools,
whet her enpl oyed by a district school board or a provider,
shall be eligible for the critical teacher shortage tuition
assi stance and rei nbursenent program as defined by s. 1009. 58.

Section 5. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Education the sum of

$8 million for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of

this act.
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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