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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 212
By Senator Cow n

20- 194- 03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to health care; creating the
"Wnen's Health and Safety Act"; anending s.
390.012, F.S.; revising requirenents for rules
of the Agency for Health Care Administration
relating to abortions performed in abortion
clinics; providing for rules regarding
abortions perforned after the first trinester
of pregnancy; requiring abortion clinics to
devel op policies to protect the heath, care,
and treatnent of patients; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Wnen's
Health and Safety Act."

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 390.012, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

390. 012 Powers of agency; rules; disposal of fetal
remai ns. - -

(1) The agency shall have the authority to devel op and
enforce rules for the health, care, and treatnent of persons
in abortion clinics and for the safe operation of such
clinics. For clinics that performabortions in the first

trimester of pregnancy only, the Fhese rul es shall be

conparable to rules that whieh apply to all surgica
procedures requiring approxi mately the sane degree of skil
and care as the performance of first trimester abortions. For
clinics that performor claimto performabortions after the

first trinester of pregnancy, the rules shall be conparable to
1
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rules that apply to all surgical procedures requiring

approxi mately the sane degree of skill and care as the

perfornance of abortions after the first trinester.The rules

shal | be reasonably related to the preservation of materna
health of the clients. The rules shall be in accordance with
s. 797.03 and nay not inpose an unconstitutional ategat-y
st+grieant burden on a woman's freedomto deci de whether to
ternm nate her pregnancy. The rules shall provide for

(a) The performance of pregnancy ternination
procedures only by a licensed physician. Each abortion clinic

shal | devel op, pronul gate, and enforce policies to protect the

health, care, and treatnent of patients, including policies

for obtaining the inforned consent of the patient and for

postoperative care of patients suffering conplications from an

abortion.

(b) The nmaki ng, protection, and preservation of
patient records, which shall be treated as nedical records
under chapter 458.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Specifies that rules of the Agency for alth Care
Adm nj stration relatlng to abortions perforned in
abortion clinics nmust be in accordance wth current
statutes that stlpulate prohibited acts relating to
abortions and nust not inpose an unconstitutional burden
on the woman's freedon1to deci de whet her to have an

i ng abortions

abortion. Provides for ?ency rul es regardin
erformed after the first trinester of pregnancy.
equi res abortion clinics to develop policies to protect
the health, care, and treatnent of patients.
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