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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to charter school districts;
anending s. 1003.62, F.S.; providing additiona
criteria for the establishnment of a charter
school district; providing for renewal of the
charter; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 1003.62, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.62 Charter school districts pilot program--The
State Board of Education is authorized to enter into a
perfornmance contract with up to six district school boards for
t he purpose of establishing themas charter school districts.
The State Board of Education shall give priority to
Hi | | sbor ough and Vol usia Counties upon the subnission of a
conpl eted precharter agreenent or charter proposal for a
charter school district. The purpose of this pilot programis
to examne a new rel ati onship between the State Board of
Education and district school boards that nay produce
significant inprovenents in student achi evenent and schoo
managenent, while conplying with constitutional requirenents
assigned to each entity.

(1) CHARTER DI STRICT.--A charter school district is a
school district in Florida in which the district school board
has submitted and the State Board of Education has approved a
charter proposal that exchanges statutory and rul e exenption
for agreenent to neet performance goals in the proposal. The
charter school district shall be chartered for 3 years, at the
end of which the performance shall be evaluated. The State
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Board of Education shall use the criteria approved in the

charter application to renew the charter of any schoo

district designated as a charter school district prior to June

30, 2003. A school district in which a mni numof 50 percent

of the schools earn a grade of "A" or "B" and in which no

school earns a grade of "D' or "F" pursuant to s. 1008. 34(2)

is eligible to be designated as a charter school district.

School s that receive a grade of "I" or "N' shall not be

included in this calculation. The performance contract for a

school district that earns a charter based on school grades

shal | be predicated upon at |east half the schools in the

district mmintaining a grade of "A" or "B" and no schoo

earning a grade of "D' or "F." The charter for a schoo

district that qualifies based on school grades applies for 2

full school years after qualification and shall be extended by

1 year for each year that the district continues to qualify

based on the school grades within the district. If a schoo

within a district that has qualified based on school grades

receives a grade of "D' or "F," the charter nmay not be

extended or renewed until the district again neets the

gualifications set forth in the act.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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