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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2206

By Senat or Peaden

2-1505- 03

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Retirenment
System anending ss. 121.021, 121.0515, F.S.
i ncludi ng nosquito control officers of counties
and nosquito control districts in the special
risk class; restoring special risk
classification to certain | aw enforcenment
of fi cer enpl oyees of the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection and the Departnment of
I nsurance or their predecessor agenci es;
providing for paynent of increased benefits to
such officers who have retired or entered the
Deferred Retirenent Option Programor to the
beneficiaries of deceased enpl oyees; providing
for funding such increased benefits; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) is added to subsection (15)
of section 121.021, Florida Statutes, to read

121.021 Definitions.--The follow ng words and phrases
as used in this chapter have the respective neanings set forth
unless a different neaning is plainly required by the context:

(15)

(f) As of the effective date of this paragraph, the

term"special risk nenber" includes any nenber enpl oyed as a

nosquito control officer by a county or a nosquito contro

di strict operating under chapter 388.

Section 2. Subsections (2) and (8) of section
121. 0515, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
1
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121. 0515 Special risk nenbership.--

(2) CRITERIA --A nenber, to be designhated as a speci al
risk menber, nust neet the following criteria:

(a) The nenber nust be enployed as a | aw enfor cenent
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395; however, sheriffs and el ected
police chiefs shall be excluded fromneeting the certification
requi rements of this paragraph. In addition, the nenber's
duties and responsibilities nmust include the pursuit,
apprehension, and arrest of |law violators or suspected | aw
violators; or the nenber nust be an active nmenber of a bonb
di sposal unit whose prinmary responsibility is the |ocation
handl i ng, and di sposal of explosive devices; or the nenber
nmust be the supervisor or command officer of a nenber or
nmenbers who have such responsibilities; provided, however,
admi ni strative support personnel, including, but not limted
to, those whose primary duties and responsibilities are in
accounting, purchasing, |egal, and personnel, shall not be
i ncl uded;

(b) The nenber nust be enployed as a firefighter and
be certified, or required to be certified, in conpliance with
s. 633.35 and be enployed solely within the fire departnent of
a |l ocal governnent enployer or an agency of state governnent
with firefighting responsibilities. In addition, the nenber's
duties and responsibilities nmust include on-the-scene fighting
of fires, fire prevention, or firefighter training; direct
supervision of firefighting units, fire prevention, or
firefighter training;, or aerial firefighting surveillance
perforned by fixed-wing aircraft pilots enployed by the
Di vision of Forestry of the Departnent of Agriculture and
Consuner Services; or the nenber nust be the supervisor or
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conmand of fi cer of a nenber or menbers who have such
responsibilities; provided, however, adnministrative support
personnel, including, but not limted to, those whose primary
duties and responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing,
| egal, and personnel, shall not be included and further
provided that all periods of creditable service in fire
prevention or firefighter training, or as the supervisor or
conmand of fi cer of a nenber or menbers who have such
responsibilities, and for which the enployer paid the special
risk contribution rate, shall be included;

(c) The nenber nust be enpl oyed as a correctiona
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395. |In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust be the custody, and
physi cal restraint when necessary, of prisoners or inmates
within a prison, jail, or other crimnal detention facility,
or while on work detail outside the facility, or while being
transported; or the nmenber nmust be the supervisor or conmmand
of ficer of a nmenber or nenbers who have such responsibilities;
provi ded, however, administrative support personnel
including, but not limted to, those whose prinmary duties and
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be included; however, wardens and
assi stant wardens, as defined by rule, shall participate in
t he Special Ri sk O ass;

(d) The nenber nust be enployed by a |icensed Advance
Li fe Support (ALS) or Basic Life Support (BLS) enployer as an
energency nedi cal technician or a paranmedic and be certified
in conpliance with s. 401.27. In addition, the nenber's
primary duties and responsibilities nust include on-the-scene
energency nedical care or direct supervision of energency
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nedi cal technicians or paranedics, or the nenber nust be the
supervi sor or conmand officer of one or nore nenbers who have
such responsibility. However, adnministrative support
personnel, including, but not limted to, those whose primary
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |legal, and
personnel, shall not be incl uded;

(e) The nenber nust be enployed as a community-based
correctional probation officer and be certified, or required
to be certified, in conpliance with s. 943.1395. |n addition
the nmenber's primary duties and responsibilities nust be the
supervi sed custody, surveillance, control, investigation, and
counsel ing of assigned i nmates, probationers, parol ees, or
community controllees within the community; or the nenber nust
be the supervisor of a nmenber or nenbers who have such
responsibilities. Admi nistrative support personnel, including,
but not |linmted to, those whose prinary duties and
responsibilities are in accounting, purchasing, |ega
servi ces, and personnel nmanagenent, shall not be incl uded;
however, probation and parole circuit and deputy circuit
adm ni strators shall participate in the Special Risk Cass; ot

(f) The nenber nust be enployed in one of the
followi ng cl asses and nust spend at |east 75 percent of his or
her tinme performing duties which involve contact with patients
or inmates in a correctional or forensic facility or
institution:

1. Dietitian (class codes 5203 and 5204).

2. Public health nutrition consultant (class code
5224).

3. Psychol ogi cal specialist (class codes 5230 and
5231).

4. Psychol ogi st (class code 5234).
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1 5. Senior psychol ogist (class codes 5237 and 5238).
2 6. Regional nmental health consultant (class code
3| 5240).
4 7. Psychol ogi cal Services Director--DCF (class code
51 5242).
6 8. Pharmaci st (class codes 5245 and 5246).
7 9. Senior pharmacist (class codes 5248 and 5249).
8 10. Dentist (class code 5266).
9 11. Senior dentist (class code 5269).
10 12. Registered nurse (class codes 5290 and 5291).
11 13. Senior registered nurse (class codes 5292 and
12 | 5293).
13 14. Registered nurse specialist (class codes 5294 and
14 | 5295).
15 15. dinical associate (class codes 5298 and 5299).
16 16. Advanced regi stered nurse practitioner (class
17 | codes 5297 and 5300).
18 17. Advanced registered nurse practitioner specialist
19 | (class codes 5304 and 5305).
20 18. Registered nurse supervisor (class codes 5306 and
21 | 5307).
22 19. Senior registered nurse supervisor (class codes
23 | 5308 and 5309).
24 20. Registered nursing consultant (class codes 5312
25 | and 5313).
26 21. Quality managenent program supervisor (class code
27 | 5314).
28 22. Executive nursing director (class codes 5320 and
29 | 5321).
30 23. Speech and hearing therapist (class code 5406); or
31 24. Pharmacy manager (class code 5251); —
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(g) The nenber nust be enployed as a youth custody
of ficer and be certified, or required to be certified, in
conpliance with s. 943.1395. In addition, the nenber's primary
duties and responsibilities nust be the supervised custody,
surveillance, control, investigation, apprehension, arrest,
and counseling of assigned juveniles within the comunity; or—

(h) The nenber nmust be enployed as a nosquito contro

officer by a county or a nosquito control district operating

under chapter 388. Any npbsquito control officer participating

in the systemon the effective date of this paragraph becones

a nenber of the special risk class on that date.
(8) RESTORATI ON OF SPECI AL RI SK CREDI T FOR SPECI FI ED
PERI OD OF EMPLOYMENT. - -
(a) A special risk nmenber who was renoved fromthe

Special Ri sk Class effective October 1978, for the sole reason
that he or she did not possess the required certificate or
tenmporary wai ver of certificate, and who obtai ned
certification and was approved for special risk nmenbership on
or before June 30, 1982, shall be permtted to have speci al
risk credit restored for that period upon

1.ta)y Certification by his or her enployer that all
requi rements for special risk nenbership except the
requi renent for certification or tenporary waiver of
certification were net; and

2. {b)y Payment of contributions equal to the difference
in the contributions that were paid during the period and the
contributions required for special risk nenbers during that
period, plus 6.5 percent interest thereon, conpounded each
June 30 fromdate of service until date of paynent.
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This credit may be purchased by the nenber or by the enpl oyer
on behal f of the nmenber
(b) A special risk nenber who is or was a | aw

enforcenent officer of the Division of Recreation and Parks of

the Departnent of Environmental Protection or the Division of

| nsurance Fraud of the Departnent of |nsurance or who served

in such capacity in a predecessor agency shall have speci al

risk credit restored for the tine the nenber spent as a nenber

of the system and served as a | aw enforcenent officer with

power of arrest but was not credited with nenbership in the

special risk class. If the nenber has retired or entered the

Deferred Retirenent Option Program of the system before the

effective date of this paragraph, the restored special risk

credit shall be applicable to future benefits. If the nenber

is deceased, the restored special risk credit shall be

applicable to future benefits received by the nenber's

benefici ari es.

Section 3. It is the intent of the Legislature that

any additional costs attributable to increased retirenent

benefits paid as a result of the amendnents by section 2 be

funded by the necessary ampunt fromthe excess actuari al

assets of the Florida Retirenent System Trust Fund

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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