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Florida Senate - 2003 SJR 2250
By Senator Wse

5-1474-03 See HB
Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
Section 11 of Article V of the State
Constitution to require that the deliberations
and records related thereto of judicial
nom nati ng commi ssions be open to the public.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the anendnent to Section 11 of Article V of the
State Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be
submtted to the electors of this state for approval or
rejection at the next general election or at an earlier
special election specifically authorized by |law for that
pur pose:

ARTI CLE V
JUDI Cl ARY

SECTION 11. Vacanci es. - -

(a) Whenever a vacancy occurs in a judicial office to
which election for retention applies, the governor shall fill
t he vacancy by appointing for a termending on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in January of the year
followi ng the next general election occurring at |east one
year after the date of appointnent, one of not fewer than
t hree persons nor nore than six persons nom nated by the
appropriate judicial nomnating comm ssion

(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit
court or on a county court, wherein the judges are el ected by
a mpjority vote of the electors, by appointing for a term
ending on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January
of the year following the next primary and general election
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occurring at |east one year after the date of appointnent, one
of not fewer than three persons nor nore than six persons
nom nated by the appropriate judicial nominating comr ssion
An el ection shall be held to fill that judicial office for the
termof the office beginning at the end of the appointed term

(c) The nominations shall be made within thirty days
fromthe occurrence of a vacancy unless the period is extended
by the governor for a tine not to exceed thirty days. The
governor shall make the appointnment within sixty days after
t he nomi nati ons have been certified to the governor

(d) There shall be a separate judicial nominating
conmi ssion as provided by general |law for the suprene court,
each district court of appeal, and each judicial circuit for
all trial courts within the circuit. Uniformrul es of
procedure shall be established by the judicial nomnating
conmm ssions at each |evel of the court system Such rules, or
any part thereof, nmay be repeal ed by general |aw enacted by a
majority vote of the nmenbership of each house of the
| egi slature, or by the suprene court, five justices
concurring. EBExeept—For—detHberations—of—thejudieial
rernati-ng—comr-sstons-The proceedi ngs of the conmi ssions and
their records shall be open to the public.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT
ARTI CLE V, SECTION 11

OPEN MEETI NGS AND RECORDS OF JUDI Cl AL NOM NATI NG
COMM SSI ONS. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to Section 11 of Article
V of the State Constitution to require that the deliberations
and records related thereto of the judicial nominating
conmi ssions be open to the public.
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