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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 2264
Amendnent No. _~ Barcode 111766

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

WY 2R
04/ 30/ 2003 05:49 PM

Senator Atwater nmoved the fol |l owi ng anendnent :

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 8, between lines 17 and 18,

i nsert:
Section 3. Effective July 1, 2004, section 627.6410,
Florida Statutes, is created to read:

627. 6410 Optional coverage for speech. | anguage.

swal | owi ng, and hearing di sorders. --

(1) Insurers issuing individual health insurance

policies in this state shall nmake available to the

pol i cyhol der as part of the application for any such policy of

insurance, for an appropriate additional premum the benefits

or levels of benefits specified in the Decenber 1999 Florida

Medi cai d Ther apy Servi ces Handbook for genetic or congenita

di sorders or conditions involving speech, |anquage,

swal | owi ng. and hearing and a hearing aid and earnol ds benefit

at the level of benefits specified in the January 2001 Florida

Medi cai d Hearing Servi ces Handbook

(2) This section does not apply to specified-accident,
1
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speci fi ed-di sease, hospital indemity, |limted benefit,

disability income, or long-termcare insurance policies.

(3) Such optional coverage is not required to be

of fered when substantially simlar benefits are included in

the policy of insurance issued to the policyhol der

(4) This section does not require or prohibit the use

of a provi der network.

(5) This section does not prohibit an insurer from

requiring prior authorization for the benefits under this

section.
Section 4. Effective July 1, 2004, section 627.66912,
Florida Statutes, is created to read:

627.66912 ptional coverage for speech, | anguage,

swal | owi ng, and hearing di sorders. --

(1) Insurers issuing group health insurance policies

in this state shall nake available to the policyholder as part

of the application for any such policy of insurance, for an

appropriate additional premum the benefits or |evels of

benefits specified in the Decenber 1999 Florida Mdicaid

Therapy Servi ces Handbook for genetic or congenital disorders

or _conditions involving speech, |anquage, swallowi ng, and

hearing and a hearing aid and earnolds benefit at the | evel of

benefits specified in the January 2001 Florida Medicaid
Heari ng Servi ces Handbook

(2) This section does not apply to specified-accident,

speci fi ed-di sease, hospital indemity, limted benefit,

disability income, or long-termcare insurance policies.

(3) Such optional coverage is not required to be

of fered when substantially simlar benefits are included in

the policy of insurance issued to the policyhol der

(4) This section does not require or prohibit the use
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of a provi der network.

(5) This section does not prohibit an insurer from

requiring prior authorization for the benefits under this

section.

Section 5. Effective July 1, 2004, subsection (40) is
added to section 641.31, Florida Statutes, to read:

641.31 Health maintenance contracts. --

(40) Health nmi ntenance organi zati ons shall nake

avai lable to the contract holder as part of the application

for any such contract, for an appropriate additional prem um

the benefits or levels of benefits specified in the Decenber

1999 Florida Medicaid Therapy Services Handbook for genetic or

congenital disorders or conditions involving speech, |anguage,

swal | owi ng. and hearing and a hearing aid and earnol ds benefit

at the level of benefits specified in the January 2001 Florida

Medi cai d Hearing Servi ces Handbook

(a) Such optional coverage is not required to be

of fered when substantially simlar benefits are included in

the contract issued to the subscriber

(b) This section does not require or prohibit the use

of a provi der network.

(c) This section does not prohibit an organi zation

fromrequiring prior authorization for the benefits under this

subsecti on.

(d) This subsection does not apply to health

nai Nt enance organi zati ons i ssuing individual coverage to fewer

t han 50, 000 nenbers.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)
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TI'TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

On page 1, lines 15 and 16, delete those |lines

and insert:
rul emaki ng authority; creating s. 627.6410,
F.S.; requiring insurers issuing individua
heal th insurance policies to offer coverage for
speech, | anguage, swallow ng and hearing
di sorders; providing certain exceptions and
aut horizing certain conditions; creating s.
27.66912, F.S.; requiring group health insurers
to offer such coverage; anmending s. 641.31
F.S.; requiring health mai ntenance
organi zations to offer such coverage; providing

ef fecti ve dates.
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