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SENATE AMENDIVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 2296
Arendnment No. _~ Barcode 252004

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Canpbel |l noved the foll owi ng anendrment to anendment

(121788):

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 1, line 18 through page 2, line 24, delete

t hose |ines

and insert:

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3), paragraph
(c) of subsection (4), and paragraph (a) of subsection (6) are
amended and new paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (5) and
subsections (8) through (14) of section 220.187, Florida
Statutes, are added to read:

220.187 Cedits for contributions to nonprofit
schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zati ons. --

(3) AUTHOR ZATI ON TO GRANT SCHOLARSH P FUNDI NG TAX
CREDITS; LIM TATIONS ON | NDI VI DUAL AND TOTAL CREDI TS. - -

(b) The total anount of tax credit which may be
granted each state fiscal year under this section i s$70$56
mllion.

(4) OBLIGATIONS OF ELI A BLE NONPRCFI T
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SCHOLARSHI P- FUNDI NG CRGANI ZATI ONS. - -

(c) The amount of a schol arship provided to any child
for any single school year by all eligible nonprofit
schol ar shi p-fundi ng organi zations fromeligible contributions
shal |l not exceed the followi ng annual limts:

1. Beginning in the 2003-2004 school year, $3,500
Fhree—thousand—Hve—hundred—doH-ars for a schol arshi p awar ded

to a student enrolled in an eligible nonpublic school. The

anount _of the schol arship shall be adjusted annually based on

the percentage change in the Consunmer Price |Index for the

prior year.
2. Bedinning in the 2003-2004 school year, $500 F-ve

hundred—doH-ars for a schol arship awarded to a student

enrolled in a Florida public school that is |ocated outside

the district in which the student resides. The anount of the

schol arshi p shall be adjusted annually based on the percentage

change in the Consunmer Price Index for the prior year

(5) ELIG BLE NONPUBLI C SCHOOL OBLI GATI ONS. - - An

el i gi bl e nonpublic school nust:

(e) Ensure that each student in grade 3 and grade 10

who receives a scholarship under this section takes the

st at ewi de assessnent _under s. 1008.22. The school district in

which the eliqgible nonpublic school is |ocated shall provide

locations and tines to take all statew de assessnments required

pursuant to s. 1008. 22.

(f) Meet the requirenents in subsections (9) through

14).
(6) ADM N STRATION, RULES. - -

(a) If the credit granted pursuant to this section is

not fully used in any one year because of insufficient tax

liability on the part of the corporation, the unused amount
2
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may net be carried forward for a period not to exceed 3 years.

A taxpayer may not convey, assign, or transfer the credit
aut hori zed by this section to another entity unless all of the
assets of the taxpayer are conveyed, assigned, or transferred

in the sane transaction. This carryforward applies to al

approved contributions made after January 1, 2002.

(8) STUDENT CBLI GATIONS. - -

(a)  Any student receiving a scholarship under this

section nust earn a passing score on the grade 10 Florida

Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test in reading. witing, and

nat henmati cs, according to the passing score established by

State Board of Education rules for each part of the test., to

qualify for a reqular high school diploma.

(b) The parents of a student receiving a schol arship

under this section shall ensure the student takes al

st at ewi de_assessnents required pursuant to s. 1008. 22.

(c) A student who fails to conply with this subsection

shall forfeit the schol arship.

(9) Each private school shall establish a

conprehensi ve program for student progressi on whi ch nust

i ncl ude:

(a) Standards for evaluating each student's

per formance, including how well he or she nmasters the

performance standards approved by the State Board of

Educat i on

(b) Specific levels of performance in reading,

witing, science, and mathematics for each grade |evel,

including the levels of perfornance on statew de assessnents

as defined by the Conm ssioner of Education, bel ow which a

student nust receive renediation, or be retained within an

intensive programthat is different fromthe previous vear's
3
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program and that takes into account the student's | earning

style.

(c) Appropriate alternative placenent for a student

who has been retained 2 or nore years.

(10) FEach private school shall allocate renedi al and

suppl enental instruction resources to students in the

following priority:

(a) Students who are deficient in reading by the end

of grade 3.
(b) Students who fail to neet perfornmance | evels

required for pronotion consistent with the private school's

pl an for student progression required in paragraph (9)(b).

(11)(a) Each student who receives a schol arshi p under

this section nust participate in the statew de assessnent

tests required by s. 1008.22. Each student who does not neet

specific levels of performance as determ ned by the

Commi ssi oner _of Education on statew de assessnents at sel ect ed

grade levels, nust be provided with additional diagnostic

assessnents to determne the nature of the student's

difficulty and areas of academ c nheed.

(b) The private school in which the student is

enrol |l ed nust develop, in consultation with the student's

parent, and nust inpl enent an academ c i nprovenent pl an

designed to assist the student in neeting state and school

expectations for proficiency. Bedinning with the 2003- 2004

school vear, if the student has been identified as having a

deficiency in reading, the acadeni c i nprovenent plan shal

identify the student's specific areas of deficiency in

phonem ¢ awar eness, phoni cs, fluency, conprehension, and

vocabul ary; the desired |l evels of perfornmance in these areas;

and the instructional and support services to be provided to
4
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neet the desired | evels of perfornmance. The private schoo

shall also provide for the frequent nonitoring of the

student's progress in neeting the desired | evels of

performance. The private school shall assist teachers to

i npl enent _research-based readi ng activities that have been

shown to be successful in teaching reading to | ow perfornng

students. Renedial instruction provided during high schoo

nmay not be in lieu of English and nmathematics credits required

for graduation

(c) Upon subsequent evaluation, if the docunented

deficiency has not been renedi ated in accordance with the

acadenm c i nprovenent plan, the student nay be retai ned. Each

student who does not neet the m ni mum perfornance expectati ons

defined by the Commi ssioner of Education for the statew de

assessnent _tests in reading, witing, science, and nathenmatics

nust continue to be provided with renedi al or suppl enent a

instruction until the expectations are net or the student

graduates from hi gh school or is not subject to conpul sory

school attendance.

(12)(a) Any student who exhibits a substanti al

deficiency in readi ng, based upon statew de assessnents

conducted in kindergarten or grade 1, orade 2., or grade 3. or

through teacher observations, nust be given intensive reading

instruction imrediately following the identification of the

readi ng deficiency. The student's reading proficiency nust be

reassessed by school determ ned assessnents or through teacher

observations at the beginning of the grade follow ng the

intensive reading instruction. The student nust continue to be

provided with intensive reading instruction until the reading

deficiency is renedied.
(b) Beginning with the 2003-2004 school year, if the
5
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student's reading deficiency, as identified in paragraph (a),

is not renedied by the end of grade 3, as denonstrated by

scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statew de assessnent test

in reading for grade 3, the student nust be retained.

(c) Beqginning with the 2003-2004 school year., the

parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in

readi ng. as described in paragraph (a)., must be notified in

witing of the follow ng:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having

a substantial deficiency in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are

provided to the child.

3. A description of the proposed suppl enenta

instructional services and supports that will be provided to

the child that are designed to renediate the identified area

of readi ng deficiency.

4. That if the child' s reading deficiency is not

renedi ated by the end of grade 3, the child nust be retained

unl ess he or she is exenpt fromnandatory retention for good

cause.

(13)(a) No student may be assigned to a grade | evel

based solely on age or other factors that constitute socia

pronotion.
(b) The school may only exenpt students from nmandatory

retention, as provided in paragraph (12)(b). for good cause.

Good cause exenptions shall be limted to the foll ow ng:

1. limted English proficient students who have had

less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of

G her Languages program

2. Students with disabilities for whom participation

in the statew de assessnent programis not appropriate,
6
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consistent with the requirenents of State Board of Education

rul e.

3. Students who denonstrate an acceptabl e | evel of

performance on an alternative standardi zed readi ng assessnent

approved by the State Board of Education

4. Students who denonstrate, through a student

portfolio, that the student is reading on grade |evel as

evi denced by denonstration of nmastery of the Sunshine State

Standards in reading equal to at least a Level 2 perfornance

on the FCAT.

5. Students with disabilities who participate in the

FCAT and who have received the intensive renediation in

reading. as required by paragraph (11)(b), for nore than 2

yvears but still denonstrates a deficiency in reading and was

previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1. or grade 2.

6. Students who have received the intensive

renediation in reading as required by paragraph (11)(b) for 2

or nore years but still denonstrate a deficiency in reading

and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, or

grade 2 for a total of 2 vears. Intensive reading instruction

for students so pronoted nust include an altered instructiona

day based upon an academ ¢ inprovenent plan that includes

speci al i zed di agnostic informati on and specific reading

strategies for each student. The school shall assist teachers

to inplenent reading strategies that research has shown to be

successful _in inproving reading anong | ow perfornm ng readers.

(c) Requests for good cause exenptions for students

fromthe mandatory retention requirenent as described in

subpar agraphs (b)3. and 4. shall be nade consistent with the

1. Documentation shall be subnmitted fromthe student's

7
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teacher to the school principal that indicates that the

pronotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the

student's academi c record. |In order to mnimze paperwork

requi renents, such docunentation shall consist only of the

exi sting academ c i nprovenent plan, individual educationa

plan, if applicable, report card, or student portfolio.

2. The school principal shall review and di scuss such

recoommendation with the teacher and nake the deternination as

to whet her the student shoul d be pronoted or retained.

(14)(a) In addition to the requirenments in paragraph

12)(b). each private school nust annually report to the

parent of each student the progress of the student toward

achieving state and school expectations for proficiency in

reading. witing, science, and mathenatics. The private schoo

nust report to the parent the student's results on each

st at ewi de_assessnent _test. The eval uati on of each student's

progress nust be based upon the student's cl assroom work,

observations, tests, state assessnents, and ot her rel evant

information. Progress reporting nust be provided to the parent

in witing in a format adopted by the school

(b) Beqinning with the 2003-2004 school vyear, each

private school nust annually report in witing to the parent

the follow ng informati on on the prior school year, unless the

data reveals personally identifiable informtion about another

i ndi vi dual student, pursuant to the requirenents of the

federal Fam |y Educational R ghts and Privacy Act of 1974, as

anended:

1. The provisions of this section relating to school

student progressi on and the school's policies and procedures

on student retention and pronotion

2. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students
8
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in grades 3 through 10 performng at Levels 1 and 2 on the

readi ng portion of the FCAT.

3. By grade, the nunber and percentage of all students

retained in grades 3 through 10.

4. Information on the total nunber of students who

were pronoted for good cause, by each category of good cause

as specified in paragraph (13)(b).

5. Any revisions to the school's policy on student

retenti on and pronotion fromthe prior vear

TI TLE AMENDMENT
And the title is amended as foll ows:

On page 67, line 10, after the sem col on

insert:
requiring certain students to take the Florida
Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test; requiring a
passing score to qualify for a regular high
school diploma; requiring certain parenta
obligations; providing for forfeiture of
schol arshi p under certain circunstances;
requiring renediation for certain students;
provi di ng remedi ati on exceptions; requiring
retention for certain students; providing

reporting requirenents;
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