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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to assistance in obtaining
prescription drugs; creating s. 430.83, F.S.
providi ng a popul ar name; providing
definitions; providing |legislative findings and
intent; creating the Sunshine for Seniors
Programto assist |lowincone seniors with
obt ai ni ng prescription drugs from
manuf act urers' pharnaceutical assi stance
prograns; providing inplenentation and
oversi ght duties of the Departnent of Elderly
Affairs; providing for community partnershi ps;
providing for contracts; requiring annua
eval uation reports on the program specifying
that the programis not an entitlenent;
provi di ng an appropriation and authorizing a
position; anmending s. 409.904, F.S.; postponing
the effective date of changes to standards for
eligibility for certain optional nedica
assi stance, including coverage under the
nedi cal |y needy program providing
appropriations; providing for retroactive
application; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 430.83, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

430.83 Sunshine for Seniors Program --

(1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
popul ar nane "The Sunshine for Seniors Act."
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1 (2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
2 (a) "Application assistance organi zati on" neans any
3| private organi zation that assists individuals with obtaining
4 | prescription drugs through nanufacturers' pharnaceutica
5| assi stance prograns.
6 (b) "Eligible individual" nmeans any individual who is
7] 60 years of age or older who | acks adequate pharnaceutica
8 | i nsurance cover age.
9 (c) "WManufacturers' pharnaceutical assistance progrant
10 | neans any program offered by a pharnaceuti cal nmanufacturer
11 | which provides | owincone individuals with prescription drugs
12 | free or at reduced prices, including, but not linmted to,
13 | seni or discount card prograns and patient assi stance prograns.
14 (3) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - - The Legi sl ature
15| finds that the pharnmaceutical manufacturers, seeing a need,
16 | have created charitable prograns to aid | owincone seniors
17 | with the cost of prescription drugs. The Legislature al so
18 | finds that many | owincone seniors are unaware of such
19 | prograns or either do not know how to apply for or need
20 | assistance in conpleting the applications for such prograns.
21| Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature that the
22 | Departnent of Elderly Affairs, in consultation with the Agency
23| for Health Care Adnministration, inplenent and oversee the
24 | Sunshine for Seniors Programto help seniors in accessing
25 | manufacturers' pharnaceuti cal assistance prograns.
26 (4) SUNSHI NE FOR SENI ORS PROGRAM - -There is
27 | established a programto assist |owincome seniors with
28 | obtai ning prescription drugs from manufacturers
29 | pharmaceuti cal assi stance prograns, which shall be known as
30| the "Sunshine for Seniors Program" |nplenentation of the
31| programis subject to the availability of funding and any
2
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limtations or directions provided for by the Genera

Appropri ations Act or chapter 216.
(5) | MPLEMENTATI ON AND OVERSI GHT DUTIES. --In
i npl erenting and overseei ng the Sunshine for Seniors Program

the Departnent of Elderly Affairs:

(a) Shall pronpte the availability of manufacturers

phar naceuti cal assistance prograns to eligible individuals

with various outreach initiatives.

(b) Shall, working cooperatively with pharnmaceutica

manuf acturers and consuner advocates, devel op a uniformintake

formto be conpleted by seniors who wish to participate in the

Sunshi ne for Seniors Program

(c) May request proposals fromapplication assi stance

organi zations to assist eligible individuals wth obtaining

prescription drugs through nanufacturers' pharnaceutica

assi st ance prograns.

(d) Shall train volunteers to help eligible

individuals fill out applications for the nmanufacturers

phar naceuti cal assi stance prograns.

(e) Shall train volunteers to deterni ne when

applicants may be eligible for other state prograns and refer

themto the proper entity for eligibility deternination for

such prograns.

(f) Shall seek federal funds to hel p fund the Sunshine

for Seniors Program

(g) May seek federal waivers to help fund the Sunshine

for Seniors Program
(6) COWUNI TY PARTNERSH PS. - - The Departnent of Elderly
Affairs may build private-sector and public-sector

partnerships with corporations, hospitals, physicians,

phar naci sts, foundations, volunteers, state agencies,
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communi ty groups, area agenci es on agi ng, and any ot her

entities that will further the intent of this section. These

community partnerships may al so be used to facilitate other

pro bono benefits for eligible individuals, including, but not

limted to, nedical, dental, and prescription services.
(7) CONTRACTS. --The Departnent of Elderly Affairs may
sel ect and contract with application assi stance organi zati ons

to assist eligible individuals in obtaining their prescription

drugs through the nanufacturers' pharnaceutical assistance

prograns. If the departnent contracts with an application

assi stance organi zation, the departnent shall eval uate

guarterly the perfornance of the application assistance

organi zation to ensure conpliance with the contract and the

guality of service provided to eligible individuals.
(8) REPORTS AND EVALUATI ONS. --By January 1 of each
year, while the Sunshine for Seniors Programis operating, the

Departnent of Elderly Affairs shall report to the Legislature

regarding the inplenentati on and operation of the Sunshine for

Seni ors Program
(9) NONENTI TLEMENT. - - The Sunshine for Seniors Program
established by this section is not an entitlenent. If funds

are insufficient to assist all eligible individuals, the

Departnent of Elderly Affairs nmay develop a waiting |ist

prioritized by application date.

Section 2. The sum of $226,660 is appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Elderly Affairs,

and one position is authorized, to inplenment section 1 of this
act during the 2003-2004 fiscal year

Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 409.904, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The

2 | agency may nmke paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated

3| services on behalf of the followi ng persons who are deternined

4] to be eligible subject to the incone, assets, and categorica

5]|eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynment

6 | on behalf of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the

7| availability of noneys and any linmtations established by the

8 | General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

9 (2) A caretaker relative or parent, a preghant wonan,
10| a child under age 19 who would otherwi se qualify for Florida
11 | Kidcare Medicaid, a child up to age 21 who woul d ot herw se
12 | qualify under s. 409.903(1), a person age 65 or over, or a
13| blind or disabled person, who would otherwi se be eligible for
14 | Florida Medicaid, except that the inconme or assets of such
15| fanily or person exceed established linmtations. For a famly
16 | or person in one of these coverage groups, nedical expenses
17 | are deductible fromincone in accordance with federa
18 | requirenents in order to nake a deternmination of eligibility.
19 | Expenses used to neet spend-down liability are not
20 | rei nbursabl e by Medicaid. Effective July May 1, 2003, when
21| determining the eligibility of a pregnant wonan, a child, or
22 | an aged, blind, or disabled individual, $270 shall be deducted
23| fromthe countable incone of the filing unit. Wen deternining
24 | the eligibility of the parent or caretaker relative as defined
25| by Title XIX of the Social Security Act, the additional incone
26 | disregard of $270 does not apply. A fanmily or person eligible
27 | under the coverage known as the "nedically needy," is eligible
28 | to receive the sane services as other Medicaid recipients,

29 | with the exception of services in skilled nursing facilities
30| and internmediate care facilities for the devel opnentally
31| disabl ed
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Section 4. The non-recurring suns of $8, 265,777 from
t he General Revenue Fund, $2,505,224 fromthe Gants and
Donations Trust Fund, and $11, 727,287 fromthe Medical Care
Trust Fund are appropriated to the Agency for Health Care

Adm nistration to inplenent section 3 of this act during the
2002- 2003 fiscal year
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

law, but if it becones a |law after May 1, 2003, sections 3 and
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