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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 2358

By the Cormittee on Natural Resources; and Senator Pruitt

312-2121-03
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Lake Ckeechobee
WAt er shed Phosphorus Control Program creating
s. 373.45951, F.S.; providing legislative
findings and intent; authorizing the Departnent
of Agriculture and Consuner Services to provide
financial assistance to certain projects that
benefit the programis intent; providing for the
adoption of rules; requiring the departnent to
submt an annual report to the Governor and
Legi sl ature; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 373.45951, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

373. 45951 Lake Okeechobee Wt ershed Phosphorus
Control.--

(1)(a) The Legislature finds that in order to achieve

the goal s and objectives of s. 373.4595, and to effectively

i npl erent the Lake Okeechobee WAt er shed Phosphorus Contro

Program pursuant to s. 373.4595(3)(c), the state nust

expedi tiously devel op and i npl enent conprehensive nutrient

managenent plans for dairies and other agricultural operations

that are contributing to the phosphorus | oads fromthe Lake

Ckeechobee wat er shed.

(b) The Legislature also finds that a continui ng

source of funding is needed to effectively inplenent a

phosphorus control programthat initially targets the nobst

signi ficant sources contributing to phosphorus | oads within

t he wat ershed and that conti nues to address ot her sources as
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needed to achi eve the phased phosphorus | oad reductions

required by s. 373.4595. The Legislature intends that dairies

receive priority attention in inplenenting this section

(c) It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to

provide funding on a continuing basis for the purpose of

i mpl enenti ng phosphorus control neasures within the Lake

Ckeechobee wat er shed.

(2)(a) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consumner

Services may provide grants and | oans for projects that reduce

phosphorus | oads by inproving the managenent of agricul tural

phosphorus sources in the Lake Ckeechobee wat ershed. Grants

may provide up to 75 percent of the costs of a project and

| oans nay be used for the balance of the costs. This financial

assi st ance nmust be adm ni stered in accordance with this

section and other applicable |law. The Departnment of

Agriculture and Consuner Services nay adopt rules to inplenent

this section, and, notwithstanding s. 18.10, nmay deposit funds

in financial institutions that earn |l ess than the prevailing

rate for United States Treasury Securities with corresponding

maturities to enable such financial institutions to nake

bel ow-nmarket interest rate loans to entities that receive

financi al assistance under this section.

(b) Projects shall be ranked based upon their

potential for phosphorus reduction and funded in priority

order. Project rankings shall be determ ned through a

conpr ehensi ve nutrient nmanagenent assessnent that determ nes

di scharge water quality for each project site. The Depart nent

of Agriculture and Consuner Services, in cooperation with the

departnent and the South Florida Water Managenent District

shal | assign the highest priority to those projects that are

| ocated on sites that have the highest relative contributions
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t o phosphorus | oadi ng and the greatest potential for

phosphorus reductions, but nay also consider the need to

achi eve regul atory conpliance, the project's readiness to

proceed, and the availability of federal or other nonstate

fundi ng, including public-private partnerships. Federa

funding shall be nmaxim zed to the greatest extent practicable.

(3) Each January 1, beginning in 2004, the Departnent

of Agriculture and Consuner Services shall subnmit to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives an annual progress report regarding

i npl erentation of this section. The report nust include a

prioritized list of projects funded pursuant to this section

i ndi cati ng which projects have been conpleted and their costs

and which projects are yet to be conpleted and their estinmated

costs. This report may be incorporated into the annual report
required pursuant to s. 373.4595(3)(q).
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2358

The comittee substitute renmpves the fiscal inpact of the
original bill by deleting a $65 mllion appropriation over 6
fiscal years.
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