Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2376
By Senator Pruitt

28-1171-03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to narine biotechnol ogy;

3 creating the Florida Marine Bi otechnol ogy

4 Consortium providing for the organization

5 pur pose, and duties of the consortium

6 providing for the appoi ntnent of a board of

7 trustees; providing for the establishnment of a

8 facility to house the offices and activities of

9 the consortium providing for appropriations;

10 providing for the consortiumto subnit an

11 operating plan and a strategic plan; providing

12 an appropriation; providing for interim

13 staffing by the Statew de Board of Governors;

14 providing an effective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
17

18 Section 1. Florida Marine Biotechnol ogy Consortium
19 | creation; organi zation; purpose; duties.--
20 (1) The Florida Marine Biotechnol ogy Consortiumis
21 | created to serve as the principal and preeninent narine
22 | bi ot echnol ogy organi zation for the state and to serve as a
23| gl obal |eader for information exchange and experti se,
24 | pronoti on and advocacy, basic and applied research, and
25| commercial and governnental applications of technology in
26 | mari ne bi ot echnol ogy.
27 (2) The consortiumis assigned to the Statew de Board
28 | of Governors created under Section 7, Article I X of the State
29 | Constitution, for adm nistrative purposes and for overal
30 | nmission oversight, but is otherwi se governed by a ni ne-nenber
31 | board of trustees.
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(a) The initial board of trustees shall be conprised

of two nenbers appointed by the Governor, one of whomis a

privat e-sector business person who has expertise related to

mari ne bi ot echnol ogy, and one of whomis a scientist or

researcher who has expertise related to nmarine bi ot echnol ogy;

one nenber appointed by the President of the Senate who has

expertise related to mari ne bi ot echnol ogy; and one nenber

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives who

has expertise related to nari ne hi ot echnol ogy. The Gover nor

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives shall nmake their respective appoi ntnents
before August 1, 2003.
1. One nenber appointed by the Governor shall serve

for a termof 3 years, and one shall serve for a termof 2

years.
2. Menbers appointed by the President of the Senate

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives each shal

serve for a termof 2 years.

3. The four initial board nenbers shall, by najority

vote before October 1, 2003, elect five additional nenbers at

| east three of whom have expertise related to narine

bi ot echnol ogy. Three of such nenbers shall serve for a term of

4 years, and two shall serve for terns of 3 years.

(b) Vacancies on the board, including vacanci es anong

the initial appointees, shall be filled by majority vote of

the remai ning nenbers of the board, using qualifications and

criteria established by the board. Menbers elected to the

board under this paragraph shall serve for terns of 4 years

and may be reel ected. Menbers appoi nted under paragraph (a)

may be reelected as provided in this paragraph.

(c) Each nenber shall have one vote.
2
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(d) The nenbers shall by majority vote elect a chair

from anong their nenbership.

(3) To carry out the purpose of the consortium the

board of trustees shall establish a direct-support

organi zation to serve as the staffing and operating unit of

t he consorti um and which is:

(a) A corporation not for profit incorporated under
chapter 617, Florida Statutes.
(b) Organi zed and operated to request, receive, hold,

i nvest, and admi ni ster property and any noneys received from

private, local, state, and federal sources and to nanage and

nmake expenditures to or for the operations of the consortium

(c) An organization that the Statew de Board of

Governors, after review, has certified to be operating in a

manner consistent with the goals of the consortiumand in the

best interests of the state.

(d) An organization that is not an agency within the

neani ng of section 20.03, Florida Statutes.

(4)(a) The board of trustees shall serve as the board

of directors for the direct-support organization

(b) The direct-support organi zation shall be

admi ni stered by a chief executive officer, who is appoi nted by

and serves at the pleasure of the board, which shall establish

the powers and duties of the chief executive officer

(5) The consortium shall

(a) Serve as the principal clearinghouse for

information and activities on narine bi ot echnol ogy.

(b) Provide academ c, scientific, and business

expertise on marine biotechnol ogy to i ncrease understandi ng of

nmari ne bi ot echnol ogy.
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(c) Conduct basic and applied research in marine

bi ot echnol ogy through the talents of |eading scientists,

researchers, technicians, and graduate and post doctora

students from around the worl d.

(d) Facilitate the devel opnent and commerciali zation

of marine technologies, including, but not limted to,

technol ogi es | eading to the production of diagnostic devices,

nedi ci nes, chemcals, construction materials, food, drinking

water, and energy fromnarine resources, as well as

technol ogies | eading to i nprovenents in public health and

safety, environnmental cleanup and restoration, and nanagenent

of mari ne resources.

(e) Integrate and coordinate the activities of public

organi zations and private organi zations in the state invol ved

in marine biotechnol ogy research and conmercialization

(f) Market and advocate the narine biotechnol ogy

interests of the state to the private and public sectors in

this country and in other countries.

(g) Secure nonstate funds to support the prograns and

operations of the consortiumor other marine biotechnol ogy

activities in the state.

(h) Pronote the state, in cooperation with Enterprise

Florida, Inc., as a location for businesses having operations

related to marine bi ot echnol ogy.

(i) Pronote the state as a location for marine

bi ot echnol ogy projects or activities of agencies of the

Federal Governnment or foreign governnents.

(j) Assist educational institutions in the state to

enhance nari ne-science curricula and resources and to

encourage students to pursue careers in marine science.
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(k) ldentify problens and inplenment solutions on

i ssues affecting nmarine science and nari ne environnents,

including, but not linmted to, transportation, public

security, public health and safety, food production, and

conmer ce i ssues.

(6) The progranmmatic activities of the consortiumare

organi zed around the followi ng principal categories:

(a) Life sciences, including, but not limted to,

genoni cs, proteonics, aquaculture, fisheries, disease control

and bi ot oxi ns.

(b) Medicine, including, but not linmited to, clinica

di agnosti cs, therapeutics, immunol ogi cal products, reagents,

and veterinary nedicines.

(c) Engineering, including, but not limted to,

sensors, arrays, robotics, hol ographics, desalination, and

security devices.

(d) Computer sciences, including, but not limted to,

nodel i ng, sinmulation, software, and technol ogy transfer

(7) The consortiumshall plan and supervi se the design

and construction of a facility to house its offices and

activities.
(a) The facility shall include, at a mini num

1. Research | aboratories;

2. Training centers or classroons;
3. Alibrary; and
4, Meeting and conference roons with | eadi ng

communi cati ons technol ogy.

(b) By February 1, 2004, the consortiumshall submnt

an initial plan for the facility to the Governor, the

Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
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1| Representatives, and the chairnan of the Statew de Board of

2 | Governors, which plan nust include:

3 1. Reconmended functional and design requirenents for
4 the facility, including, but not |linited to, details relating
5|to its proposed size, operations, and |l ocation.

6 2. Cost estimtes based upon the recomended

7 | functional and design requirenents.

8 3. A recommended process and tineline for siting and
9| conpleting the facility.

10 5. ldentification of potential funding sources and a
11| strategy for securing funds.

12 (8) The board of trustees shall create a scientific
13 | advi sory council conprised of scientists, researchers,

14 | acadeni ci ans, busi nesspersons, and others whomthe board

15| determines have scientific expertise that will benefit the
16 | consortium

17 (9) The board of trustees shall create a stakehol der
18 | advi sory council, conprised of representatives from

19 | organizations in the state engaged in nmarine science

20| activities, to pronote coordination and cooperati on anbng

21 | these organi zations, and devel op a conprehensive strategic
22 | plan for the advancenent of nmarine biotechnology in the state.
23| The council shall include at | east one representative from
24 | each public university and each private university in the

25| state with a marine science program which representative is
26 | sel ected by the board of trustees fromindividual s nom nat ed
27 | by the president of each university.

28 (10) By Decenber 1 each year, the consortium shal

29 | submit an annual report to the Governor, the President of the
30| Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
31| chairman of the Statew de Board of Governors contai ni ng:
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(a) A detailed description of the activities and

acconpl i shnents of the consortium

(b) An annual financial accounting of resources and

expendi tures conducted by an i ndependent certified public

account ant.
(c) Any recommendations fromthe consortiumfor action

by the Legislature or by the agencies of state, county, or

nmuni ci pal governnents to foster devel opnent of nmarine

bi ot echnol ogy.

(d) Until the consortiums facility is opened, a

progress report on the status of the facility.

(11) The consortiumand its direct-support

organi zation are subject to chapter 119, Florida Statutes,

relating to public records, and chapter 286, Florida Statutes,

relating to public neetings.

(12) The board nenbers shall serve without

conpensation but are entitled to per diemand travel expenses

pursuant to section 112.061, Florida Statutes, while in the

perfornance of their duties.
(13) Appropriations to the Statew de Board of
Governors on behalf of the consortiumshall be distributed to

t he consorti um under a contract between the Statew de Board of

Governors and the consortium
(14) By Novenber 1, 2003, the board of trustees shal
submt an operating plan to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

chai rman of the Statew de Board of Governors. The operating

pl an rmust i ncl ude:

(a) A detailed description of the organi zati ona

structure and operating policies and procedures of the
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1| consortium its direct-support organi zation, and its advisory
2 | councils.

3 (b) A policy addressing conflicts of interest for

4 | nenbers of the board and the advi sory councils.

5 (c) A recommended | evel of funding for fiscal year

6 | 2004- 2005 for the consortiumand a detail ed description of the
7 | proposed uses of the funds.

8 (d) Any recommendations for statutory revisions

9 | governing, or applicable to, the consortiumwhich are

10 | inportant to the operation of the consortiumor its goals.
11 (15) By February 1, 2004, the board of trustees shal
12 | subnmit an initial strategic plan to the Governor, the

13 | President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of

14 | Representatives, and the chairman of the Statew de Board of
15| Governors. |In developing the strategic plan, the board shal
16 | enlist the participation of public and private organi zati ons
17 1 in the state engaged in marine biotechnol ogy activities or
18 | other nmarine science activities, including, but not linted
19| to, nenbers of the scientific advisory council and the
20 | st akehol der advi sory council. The strategic plan nust include:
21 (a) A mission statenent.
22 (b) Short-termand | ong-term goal s.
23 (c) CQutput and outcone neasures to assess progress
24 | toward achi evenent of such goal s.
25 (d) A schedule and process for regularly updating and
26 | revising the strategic plan
27 Section 2. (1) There is appropriated fromthe Genera
28 | Revenue Fund to the Statew de Board of Governors $750, 000 to
29| fund the activities of the Florida Marine Biotechnol ogy
30| Consortiumfor fiscal year 2003-2004.
31
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(2) The Statew de Board of Governors nmy appoint

interimstaff to assist the Florida Marine Bi ot echnol ogy

Consortium and the consortium s direct-support organization

during their initial phases of organi zation
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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