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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2460
By Senat or Canpbel

32-1466- 03 See HB 1325
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to i ndependent |iving
transition services; anending s. 409. 1451
F.S.; requiring each Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services district to identify adol escent
foster children with devel opnental disabilities
or special nental health needs; requiring
assi gnnent to an independent |iving counsel or
and providi ng counsel or duties; revising
eligibility requirenents for independent |iving
transition services, participation in the
Road-t o- | ndependence Schol arshi p Program and
transitional support services; authorizing
Medi caid coverage to youth eligible for
transitional support services; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection
(2), subsection (4), and paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection
(5) of section 409.1451, Florida Statutes, are anmended to
read:

409. 1451 | ndependent living transition services.--

(1) SYSTEM OF SERVI CES. - -

(a) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services or
its agents shall administer a system of independent |iving
transition services to enable older children in foster care
and young adults who exit foster care at age 18 to nmke the
transition to self-sufficiency as adults.
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(b) The goal s of independent living transition
services are to assist older children in foster care and young
adults who were fornmerly in foster care to obtain life skills
and education for independent l|iving and enploynent, to have a
quality of life appropriate for their age, and to assune
personal responsibility for becomi ng self-sufficient adults.

(c) Each Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

district shall identify adol escent foster children with

devel opnental disabilities or special nental health needs and

assign to them a departnent independent living counsel or

specially trained in working with this popul ation of children

It shall be the specific responsibility of the counselor to

work with these foster youth to help them nake the transition

to self-sufficiency as adults and to ensure that these

children are provided with reasonabl e accommodations for their

disabilities. The counsel or nust assist the youth with

accessi ng support and funding from ot her sources, such as the

departnment's Devel opnental Disabilities Ofice and the

departnment's Mental Health O fice. The counsel or nust

coordinate the departnent's independent living plan for a

child with the school's individual education plan for a child

who is in a special education program The counsel or nust

begin working with an eligible child at least 1 year prior to

the child turning 18 years of age, with special attention paid

to 17-year-old foster children residing at children's

residential treatnent facilities who face a particularly

difficult transition to living as adults in the community.
(d)te) State funds for foster care or federal funds
shall be used to establish a continuum of services for

eligible children in foster care and eligible young adults who
were fornerly in foster care which acconplish the goals for
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1| the independent living transition services and provi de the

2 | service conponents for services for foster children, as

3| provided in subsection (3), and services for young adults who
4| were fornerly in foster care, as provided in subsection (5).
5 (e)td)y For children in foster care, independent |iving
6| transition services are not an alternative to adoption

7 | Independent living transition services may occur concurrently
8| with continued efforts to | ocate and achi eve pl acenent in

9| adoptive famlies for older children in foster care.

10 (2) ELIGBILITY.--

11 (a) The departnent shall serve children who are 13 to
12| 18 years of age or who are 18 to 23 years of age and are in
13 | high school as a special education student, in a high schoo
14 | equi val ency di pl oma program pursuant to s. 1003.435, or in an
15| adult education program pursuant to s. 1004.93 and who are in
16 | foster care through the program conponent of services for

17 | foster children provided in subsection (3). Children to be

18 | served nust neet the eligibility requirenments set forth for
19 | specific services as provided in this section and through
20 | departnent rule.
21 (4) PARTICIPATION IN LIFE SKILLS ACTIVITIES. --1n order
22 | to assist older children in foster care, ages 13 to 18 years
23| of age or who are 18 to 23 years of age and are enrolled in
24 | high school as a special education student, in a high schoo
25 | equi val ency di pl oma program pursuant to s. 1003.435, or in an
26 | adult education program pursuant to s. 1004.93, with the
27 | transition to independent living as adults, the program nust
28 | provide themwi th opportunities to participate in and |learn
29 | fromlife skills activities in their foster famlies and
30 | communities which are reasonabl e and appropriate for their
31| age. Such activities may include, but are not linmted to,
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managi ng noney earned froma job, taking driver's education
and participating in after-school or extracurricul ar
activities. To support these opportunities for participation
in age-appropriate life skills activities, the departnment nay:

(a) Develop, with children in the programand their
foster parents, a |list of age-appropriate activities and
responsibilities to be presented to all children involved in
i ndependent living transition services and their foster
par ents.

(b) Provide training for staff and foster parents
whi ch addresses issues of older children in foster care and
the transition to adulthood, including supporting education
and enpl oynent and providing opportunities to participate in
appropriate daily activities.

(c) Develop procedures to naxinize the authority of
foster parents to approve participation in age-appropriate
activities of children in their care.

(d) Provide opportunities for older children in foster
care to interact with nmentors.

(e) Develop and inplenent procedures for ol der
children to directly access and nmanage t he personal all owance
they receive fromthe departnent in order to learn
responsibility and participate in age-appropriate life skills
activities to the extent feasible.

(5) PROGRAM COVPONENT OF SERVI CES FOR YOUNG ADULTS
FORMERLY | N FOSTER CARE. - -Based on the availability of funds,
t he departnent shall provide or arrange for the foll ow ng
services to young adults fornerly in foster care who neet the
prescribed conditions and are determined eligible by the
departnment. The categories of services available to assist a
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young adult fornerly in foster care to achi eve i ndependence
are:

(b) Road-to-Ilndependence Schol arship Program - -

1. The Road-to-Independence Schol arship Programis
intended to help eligible students who are forner foster
children in this state to receive the educational and
vocational training needed to achi eve i ndependence. The anpunt
of the award shall equal the earnings that the student woul d
have been eligible to earn working a 40-hour-a-week federa
m ni nrum wage j ob, after considering other grants and
schol arships that are in excess of the educationa
institutions' fees and costs, and contingent upon avail able
funds. Students eligible for the Road-to-Independence
Schol arship Program nay al so be eligible for educational fee
wai vers for workforce devel opnent postsecondary prograns,
community coll eges, and universities, pursuant to s.

1009. 25(2) (c).
2. Ayoung adult 18 to 23 2% years of age is eligible

for the initial awardrand a—youhg—adu-t—unrder—23—years—of—age
rs—eHgibte for renewal awards, if he or she:

a. |s a dependent child, pursuant to chapter 39, and
has |ived +s—+ving in |icensed foster care or in subsidized
i ndependent living within 6 nonths at—the—tine of his or her
18t h bi rt hday;

b. Has spent at least 6 nonths living in foster care

before reaching his or her 18th birthday;
c. Is aresident of this state as defined in s.
1009. 40; and
d. Meets one of the followi ng qualifications:
(1) Has earned a standard hi gh school diploma or its
equi val ent as described in s. 1003.425 or s. 1003.43, and has
5
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been adnmitted for full-tinme enrollnment in an eligible

post secondary education institution as defined in s. 1009. 533;
(I'1) 1s enrolled full tinme in an accredited high

school, is within 2 years of graduation, and has naintained a

grade point average of at least 2.0 on a scale of 4.0 for the

two senesters preceding the date of his or her 18th birthday

or, in the case of a student in a special education programin

an accredited high school, has net the nini num grade point

average required by that programto graduate; or

(I11) Is enrolled full time in an accredited adult
educati on program or hi gh school equival ency di pl oma program

designed to provide the student with a high school diploma or
its equivalent, is making satisfactory progress in that
programas certified by the program and is within 2 years of
attaining a high school diploma or its equival ent gratuation.
3.a. The departnent nust advertise the availability of

t he program and nust ensure that the children and young adults
| eaving foster care, foster parents, or famly services
counselors are inforned of the availability of the program and
the application procedures.

b. A young adult nust apply for the initial award
during the 6 nonths i mediately preceding his or her 18th
birthday. A young adult who fails to nake an initial
application, but who otherwi se neets the criteria for an
initial award, nmay nmake one application for the initial award
if such application is nmade before the young adult's 21st

bi rt hday.
c. |If funding for the programis available, the
departnment shall issue awards fromthe schol arship program for

each young adult who neets all the requirenents of the
program
6
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d. An award shall be issued at the tine the eligible
student reaches 18 years of age.

e. |If the award recipient transfers fromone eligible
institution to another and continues to neet eligibility
requirements, the award nust be transferred with the
reci pi ent.

f. Scholarship funds awarded to any eligi bl e young
adult under this programare in addition to any other services
provided to the young adult by the departnent through its
i ndependent living transition services.

g. The departnent shall provide information concerning
young adults receiving the Road-to-I|ndependence Schol arship to
t he Departnent of Education for inclusion in the student
financi al assistance database, as provided in s. 1009. 94.

h. Schol arship funds shall be term nated when the
young adult has attained a bachelor of arts or bachel or of
sci ence degree, or equival ent undergraduate degree, or reaches
23 years of age, whichever occurs earlier

i. The departnent shall evaluate and renew each award
annual |y during the 90-day period before the young adult's
birthday. In order to be eligible for a renewal award for the
subsequent year, the young adult nust:

(1) Conplete at |east 12 senester hours or the
equivalent in the |ast academ c year in which the young adult
earned a schol arship, except for a young adult who neets the
requi rements of s. 1009. 41.

(I'l1) Mintain the cunul ati ve grade poi nt average
required by the scholarship program except that, if the young
adult's grades are insufficient to renew the schol arship at
any tinme during the eligibility period, the young adult may
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restore eligibility by inproving the grade point average to
the required | evel.

j. Scholarship funds may be term nated during the
i nterimbetween an award and the eval uation for a renewal
award if the departnent determines that the award recipient is
no longer enrolled in an educational institution as defined in
sub- subparagraph 2.d., or is no longer a state resident. The
departnment shall notify a student who is terminated and i nform
the student of his or her right to appeal

k. An award recipient who does not qualify for a
renewal award or who chooses not to renew the award nay
subsequently apply for reinstatenent. An application for
reinstatenent nust be nmade before the young adult reaches 23
years of age, and a student nmay not apply for reinstatenent
nore than once. In order to be eligible for reinstatenent, the
young adult nmust neet the eligibility criteria and the
criteria for award renewal for the schol arship program

I. A young adult receiving continued services of the
foster care program under fornmer s. 409.145(3) nust transfer
to the schol arship programby July 1, 2003.

(c) Transitional support services.--

1. In addition to any services provided through after
care support or the Road-to-Independence Schol arship, a young
adult fornerly in foster care, nmmy receive other appropriate
short-term services, which may include financial, housing,
counsel i ng, enploynent, education and other services, if the
young adult denponstrates that the services are critical to the
young adult's own efforts to achieve self-sufficiency and to
devel op a personal support system

2. A young adult fornmerly in foster care is eligible
to apply for transitional support services if he or she is 18
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1| to 23 years of age, was a dependent child pursuant to chapter
2139, was living in licensed foster care or in subsidized

3 | independent living within 6 nonths at—the—ti+me of his or her
4] 18th birthday, and had spent at least 6 nonths living in

5| foster care before that date.

6 3. A young adult fornerly in foster care who is

7] eligible for transitional support services pursuant to this
8 | subsection is also eligible to recei ve Medi cai d coverage

9 | through age 23.

10 4.3- 1f at any tinme the services are no |onger

11| critical to the young adult's own efforts to achieve

12 | self-sufficiency and to devel op a personal support system
13 | they shall be term nated

14 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
15
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