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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. SB 2546
Amrendnent No. 1 Bar code 042782

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

The Conmmittee on Education recomrended the foll owi ng anendrent

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)

Del ete everything after the enacting clause

and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1008. 22, Florida Statutes, is anended, subsection (9) is
redesi gnated as subsection (10), and a new subsection (9) is
added to that section, to read:

1008. 22 Student assessnent programfor public
school s. - -

(3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conm ssi oner
shal | design and inplement a statew de program of educationa
assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of
t he operati on and managerment of the public schools, including
school s operating for the purpose of providing educationa
services to youth in Department of Juvenile Justice prograns.
Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the comm ssioner
shal I :
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(c) Develop and inplenent a student achi everent
testing programknown as the Fl orida Conprehensive Assessment
Test (FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent program to be
adm ni stered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure
readi ng, witing, science, and nathenatics. Qher content
areas may be included as directed by the commi ssioner. The
testing program nust be designed so that:

1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in
paragraph (a). The tests must neasure and report student
proficiency levels in reading, witing, nathematics, and
sci ence. The comm ssioner shall provide for the tests to be
devel oped or obtained, as appropriate, through contracts and
proj ect agreenents with private vendors, public vendors,
public agenci es, postsecondary educational institutions, or
school districts. The comm ssioner shall obtain input with
respect to the design and inplenentati on of the testing
program from state educators and the public.

2. The testing programwi || include a conbination of
normreferenced and criterion-referenced tests and include, to
the extent determ ned by the comm ssioner, questions that
require the student to produce information or performtasks in
such a way that the skills and conpetenci es he or she uses can
be neasured.

3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings that are then
scored by appropriate methods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested
bel ow whi ch score a student's perfornmance is deened
i nadequat e. The school districts shall provide appropriate
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renmedial instruction to students who score bel ow t hese | evel s.

5. Except as provided in s. 1003.43(11), students nust

earn a passing score on the grade 10 assessnent test described

in this paragraph, or the assessnent as described in

subsection (9), in reading, witing, and mathematics to

qualify for a regular high school diploma. The State Board of
Educati on shall designate a passing score for each part of the
grade 10 assessnent test. |In establishing passing scores, the
state board shall consider any possible negative inpact of the
test on mnority students. Al students who took the grade 10
FCAT during the 2000-2001 school year shall be required to
earn the passing scores in reading and mat hemati cs establ i shed
by the State Board of Education for the March 2001 test
adm ni stration. Such students who did not earn the established
passi ng scores and nust repeat the grade 10 FCAT are required
to earn the passing scores established for the March 2001 test
adm nistration. Al students who take the grade 10 FCAT for
the first tinme in March 2002 and thereafter shall be required
to earn the passing scores in reading and mat hematics
established by the State Board of Education for the March 2002
test admnistration. The State Board of Education shall adopt
rul es which specify the passing scores for the grade 10 FCAT.
Any such rul es, which have the effect of raising the required
passi ng scores, shall only apply to students taking the grade
10 FCAT after such rules are adopted by the State Board of
Educati on

6. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students attendi ng public school, including students
served in Department of Juvenile Justice prograns, except as
ot herwi se prescribed by the conmm ssioner. |If a student does
not participate in the statew de assessnent, the district mnust
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notify the student's parent and provide the parent with
information regarding the inplications of such
nonparticipation. If nodifications are nade in the student's
instruction to provi de accomrodati ons that woul d not be
permtted on the statew de assessnent tests, the district nust
notify the student's parent of the inplications of such
instructional nodifications. A parent nust provide signed
consent for a student to receive instructional mnodifications
that would not be permtted on the statew de assessnents and
nmust acknow edge in witing that he or she understands the
i mplications of such accommbdati ons. The State Board of
Educati on shall adopt rules, based upon reconmmrendations of the
commi ssioner, for the provision of test acconmodati ons and
nodi fi cations of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency. Accommodations that negate the
validity of a statew de assessnment are not allowabl e.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diploma nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regul ar hi gh school
student rnust rmeet.

8. District school boards nmust provide instruction to
prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
conmpet enci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade
progression and hi gh school graduation. If a student is
provi ded with accommodations or nodifications that are not
allowabl e in the statew de assessment program as described in
the test manuals, the district nmust informthe parent in
witing and nmust provide the parent with information regarding
the inmpact on the student's ability to meet expected
proficiency levels in reading, witing, and nath. The
commi ssi oner shall conduct studies as necessary to verify that
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the required skills and conpetencies are part of the district
i nstructional prograns.

9. The Departnent of Education must devel op, or
sel ect, and inplenment a common battery of assessment tools
that will be used in all juvenile justice programs in the
state. These tools nust accurately neasure the skills and
conpetenci es established in the Florida Sunshine State

St andar ds.

The conmi ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
prograns, for any grade level and subject area, necessary to
effectively nonitor educational achievenent in the state.

(9) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

aut horize a student whose native | anguage i s Spanish or Geole

to take the FCAT in the student's native | anquage. A student

nay take the FCAT in his or her native |anguage if the

student's native | anguage is Spanish or Creole, pursuant to

rules of the State Board of Education

Section 2. Subsections (11) and (12) of section
1003. 43 are redesignated as subsections (12) and (13),
respectively, and a new subsection (11) is added to that
section to read:

1003.43 Ceneral requirenents for high school
graduation. - -

(11) A student who neets the followi ng criteria shal

have the FCAT requirenent in s. 1003.43(5)(a) waived for the

pur pose of receiving a standard hi gh school diploma, if the

st udent :

(a) Has been enrolled in an ESAO. programfor | ess than

two vears;
(b) Has a cunul ative grade point average of at |east
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2.5 on a 4.0 scale;

(c) Has failed the FCAT each tine;

(d) Has exhausted all opportunities to retake the

FCAT; and

(e) Hs or her native | anguage is not English,

Spani sh, or O eol e.

Section 3. The State Board of Education shall conduct

a _concordance study to determne if crosswal k scores can be

determ ned to be equivalent to those required on the FCAT for

hi gh school graduation. At a mninum the State Board of

Education shall anal yze the PSAT, PLAN, SAT, ACI. and the

Col | ege Pl acenent Test to determne if equival ent scores can

be determ ned. I n cases where such equival ences can be

determ ned, the State Board of Educati on nay adopt those

scores as neeting the graduation requirenent in lieu of the

FCAT cut score. Each tine the score is changed. new

equi val ences nust be determ ned. The provision shall take

effect for students who are eliqgible to graduate in the

2002- 2003 academ c vear, and the Departnent of Education nmay

use unexpended Bright Futures/CEP program fundi ng for

2002-2003 to ensure the study is conpleted intine to

aut hori ze graduation for students who may have received an

equi val ent _score authori zed under this section

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

TI' TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

Del ete everything before the enacting cl ause

and insert:
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Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public school student
assessnent; anending s. 1003.43, F. S., relating
to high school graduation requirenents;
requiring the State Board of Education to adopt
rules; requiring the award of a standard
diploma to certain ESCL students who neet
certain criteria; anending s. 1008.22, F. S
relating to student assessment for public
school s; providing a cross-reference; providing
for assessnents for the 10t h-grade testing
requi renent adm ni stered to certain high school
students; requiring the State Board of
Education to conduct a study of equival ency
scores for certain exam nations; authorizing
the State Board to adopt certain equival ency
scores as neeting graduation requirenents in
i eu of FCAT passing scores; defining eligible

students; providing an effective date.
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