Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2572

By Senator Constantine

22-249A- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to transportation; providing a
3 short title; creating the Central Florida Air
4 and Surface Transportation Authority; providing
5 definitions; providing powers, duties, and
6 obj ectives; providing that the authority shal
7 serve as the nmetropolitan planni ng organi zation
8 for Olando, Sem nole, and Osceol a Counti es;
9 limting obligation of the state; guaranteeing
10 certain rights of the authority; abolishing the
11 Central Florida Regional Transportation
12 Authority and Metroplan Ol ando and
13 transferring rights, assets, privileges,
14 obligations, and liabilities to that authority;
15 repealing part Il of ch. 343, F.S., relating to
16 the Central Florida Regional Transportation
17 Authority; providing an effective date.
18
19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
20
21 Section 1. Short title.--This act nmay be cited as the
22 "Central Florida Air and Surface Transportation Authority
23 | Act."
24 Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the
25| term
26 (1) "Authority" neans the Central Florida Air and
27 | Surface Transportation Authority.
28 (2) "Board" neans the governing body of the authority.
29 (3) "Menber" neans an individual serving on the board.
30 (4) "Public Transportation" neans transportation of
31 | goods and passengers for hire, as a charter service, or
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wi thout charge, by neans of a street, railway, elevated

railway or fixed gui deway, conmuter railroad, subway, notor

vehicl e, notor bus or truck, or other neans of conveyance

operating as a common carrier or otherw se

(5) "Public transportation facilities" neans property,

equi pnent, or buildings that are acquired, built, install ed,

or established for public transportation systens.

(6) "Public transportation systenl neans a conbination

of real and personal property, structures, inprovenents,

buildings, termnals, parking facilities, equipnent, plans,

and rights-of-way, public rail and fixed gui deway

transportation facilities, rail or fixed gui deway access to,

from or between other transportation terminals, and conmuter

railroads and rail facilities used, directly or indirectly,

for public transportation by autonobile, truck, bus, rapid

transit vehicle, light rail, or heavy rail

Section 3. Central Florida Air and Surface

Transportation Authority. --

(1) There is created a state agency to be known as the

Central Florida Air and Surface Transportation Authority.

(2) The governing board of the authority shall consi st

of no nore than 14 voting nenbers as foll ows:

(a) Eight elected nenbers from Orange County, one of

whomis the chair of the county conm ssion or a county

conm ssi oner appointed by the chair, four of whomare county

conmm ssioners, and two of whom are elected officials fromthe

|argest city in the county, as deternined by the nost recent

f ederal decenni al census, and one of whom shall be an el ected

official fromthe second largest city in the county, as

determ ned by the nbst recent federal decennial census.
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1 (b) Four elected nenbers from Seni nol e County, one of
2| whomis the chair of the county conm ssion or a county

3 | commi ssi oner appointed by the chair, two of whomare county
4 | comm ssioners, and one of whomis an elected official fromthe
5| largest city in the county, as deternined by the npbst recent
6 | federal decennial census.

7 (c) Two elected nenbers from Osceol a County, one of

8 | whomis the chair of the county conm ssion or a county

9 | commi ssi oner appointed by the chair, and one of whomis an
10| elected official fromthe largest city in the county, as

11 | determined by the nost recent federal decennial census.

12 (d) A representative of each popularly elected public
13 | agency that adm nisters or operates a nmmj or node of

14 | transportation in the authority service area.

15 (e) The district Secretary of Transportation, or the
16 | district secretary's appointee, who shall serve as the only
17 | ex-of fici o nmenber

18 (f) A vacancy during a termshall be filled by the

19 | respective appointing authority for the bal ance of the
20 | unexpired termin the sane manner as the original appointnent.
21 (g) The board shall be reapportioned every 10 years
22 | beginning in 2010, based upon the npbst recent federa
23 | decenni al census.
24 Section 4. Powers and duties.--
25 (1)(a) The authority may own, operate, nmintain, and
26 | manage a public transportation systemin Seninole, Oange, and
27 | Gsceola Counti es.
28 (b) The authority may pl an, devel op, own, purchase,
29 | | ease, or otherw se acquire, denolish, construct, inprove,
30| relocate, equip, repair, nmamintain, operate, and nanage a
31| regional public transportation systemand facilities;
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establish and deternine policies for the operation and

promotion of a public transportation system and adopt rul es

to govern the operation of the public transportati on system

and facilities.

(2) The authority nmay exercise all powers necessary,

appurtenant, convenient, or incidental to carrying out its

pur poses, including the following rights and powers:

(a) To sue and be sued, inplead and be inpl eaded, and

conplain and defend in all courts in its own nane.

(b) To adopt and use a corporate seal

(c) To have the power of em nent domain for

acqui sition of the public transportation facilities.

(d) To acquire, purchase, hold, |ease, or use any

franchi se or property, real, personal, or mxed, tangible or

intangi ble, or any interest therein, necessary or desirable to

i npl erent its purposes.

(e) To sell, convey, exchange, |ease, or otherwi se

di spose of any real or personal property acquired by the

authority including air rights.

(f) To fix, alter, establish, and coll ect rates,

fares, fees, rentals, and other charges for the use of any

public transportation systemor facilities owned or operated

by the authority.

(g) To develop and provide feeder transit services to

rail stations.

(h) To adopt bylaws for the regulation of its affairs

and busi ness. The byl aws shall provide for quorum and voting

requi renents, maintenance of ninutes and other official

records, and preparation and adopti on of an annual budget.

(i) To lease, rent, or contract for the operation or

managenent of any act of a public transportati on system or
4
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facility, including concessions. In awarding a contract, the

authority shall consider:

1. The qualifications of each applicant;

The | evel of service;

The efficiency, cost, and anticipated revenue;

The construction, operation, and managenent plan

AN Ea I

The financial ability to provide reliable service;

and
6. The inpact on other transportati on nodes, incl uding

the ability to interface with other transportati on nodes and

facilities.
(j) To enforce the collection of fares, fees, and

charges and to establish and enforce fines and penalties for

rul e violations.

(k) To advertise and pronote public transportation

systens and facilities and activities of the authority.

(1) To cooperate and contract with ot her governnental

entities, including the Departnent of Transportation, federa

agenci es, counties, and nunicipalities.

(m To enter into joint devel opnent agreenents.

(n) To accept funds from ot her governnental sources

and accept private donations.

(o) To purchase liability insurance which the

authority is contractually or legally obligated to provide,

the requirenents of section 287.022(1), Florida Statutes,

out st andi ng.

(p) To create advisory panels to coordinate rail, bus

and ot her nodes of transportati on systens considered

necessary.
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(q) The authority shall be governed by the provisions

of chapter 120, Florida Statutes, in actions taken by the

boar d.

(3) The authority shall devel op and adopt a plan for
t he devel opnent of the Central Florida Rail System which
addresses the plan for the devel opnent of public and private

revenue sources, funding of capital and operating costs,

service to be provided, and the extent to which counties

within the area of operation of the authority will be served.

The plan shall be reviewed and updated annually and nust be

consistent, to the maxi numextent feasible, with the approved

| ocal governnent conprehensive plans of the | ocal governnents

served by the authority.

(4) The authority may enpl oy an executive director and

|l egal, financial, or other professional staff or consultants,

techni cal experts, engineers, and other enployees and may

determne the qualifications and fix the conpensati on of such

persons. The authority nmay establish a personnel system

(5) The authority may delegate to its officers or

enpl oyees any powers it deens necessary to inplenent this act,

subj ect to the supervision and control by the authority.

(6) Wth the approval of the Legislature, the board by

resolution, nay expand its service area and board partnership

with any county that is contiguous to its service area. The

board nay recomend to the Legislature the conditions and

terns, including the nunber of representatives of such

partnershi p. Upon approval of the county conmi ssioners, the

board nay recommend to the Legi sl ature changes to the board

conposi ti on.
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(7) The authority may plan and recommend bicycle

facilities, pedestrian facilities, and trails in keeping with

netropolitan planning organi zation rel ated responsibilities.
(8) Notwithstandi ng section 339.175, Florida Statutes,
the authority shall serve as the netropolitan planning

organi zation for Orange, Seninole, and Gsceola Counti es.

Section 5. Metroplan Ol ando abolished; transfer of

assets and liabilities.--The netropolitan planning

organi zation Metroplan Olando is abolished, and all of its

rights, assets, agreenents, appropriations, privileges,

liabilities, and obligations are transferred to and assuned by

the authority.
Section 6. Part |l of chapter 343, Florida Statutes,
consisting of ss. 343.61, 343.62, 343.63, 343.64, 343. 65,
343. 66, and 343.67, Florida Statutes, relating to the Centra
Fl ori da Regi onal Transportation Authority, is repeal ed.
Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the Central Florida Air and Surface ]
Transportation Authority to serve as the netropolitan
8Lann!ng organi zation for Ol ando, Sem nole, and Osceol a
untieS. Abolishes the Central Fiorida Regiona
Transportation Authority and Metroplan Ol ando.
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