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Florida Senate - 2003 (NP) SR 2622

By Senator Wassernman Schultz

34-1913-03
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution recogni zing May 2003 as "Stroke
Awar eness Month" in the State of Florida.

WHEREAS, stroke is the | eading cause of death and
disability of adults in the United States, annually causing
nore than 600, 000 deat hs and pernmanently inpairing nore than
4.5 mllion, and

WHEREAS, stroke annually kills nore wonen in the United
States than breast cancer and the stroke death rate is greater
anong African Americans and senior citizens than other
Aneri cans, and

WHEREAS, the majority of Anmericans are not aware of the
risks of stroke or the synptons of an inpending stroke, and

WHEREAS, the synptons of stroke include sudden nunbness
or weakening of nuscles in the face, arm or |leg, especially
on one side of the body; sudden confusion, inpairnent of
speech, or inconprehension of what is being said or done;
sudden i npairment of vision; sudden inability to anbul ate,
coordi nate notor functions, or mmintain bal ance; and
di zzi ness, and sudden severe headaches wi t hout any apparent
cause, and

WHEREAS, new and effective ways of treating stroke have
been devel oped to dimnish the inpairnents of victins, but
much nore research is needed to advance di scovery of inproved
nedi cal care to reduce the risk of stroke and its damagi ng
effects, and

WHEREAS, the National Stroke Association is petitioning
| egi sl atures throughout the nation to designate the nonth of
May 2003 as "Stroke Awareness Month" to pronote greater
know edge and understanding of the risks and synptons of
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stroke anong the Anerican people, and to encourage nore
research into inproved nedical care to reduce such risks and
t he damagi ng effects of strokes, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate recognizes the nonth of My
2003 as "Stroke Awareness Month" in the State of Florida.
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