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ENROLLED
2003 Legislature SB 278

An act relating to transportation of inmates;
anending s. 945.091, F.S.; linmting the node of
transport an inmate nmay use in traveling to and
froma place of enploynent, education, or
training; authorizing the Departnent of
Corrections to transport inmates in state-owned
vehi cl es under certain circunstances; creating
S. 945.0913, F.S.; prohibiting an inmte from
driving a state-owned vehicle to transport
inmates in a work-rel ease program providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 945.091, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

945. 091 Extension of the limts of confinenent;
restitution by enployed i nmates. --

(1) The departnent may adopt rules pernitting the
extension of the limts of the place of confinenent of an
inmate as to whomthere is reasonabl e cause to believe that
the inmate will honor his or her trust by authorizing the
i nmat e, under prescribed conditions and foll ow ng
i nvestigation and approval by the secretary, or the
secretary's designee, who shall maintain a witten record of
such action, to |l eave the confines of that place unacconpani ed
by a custodial agent for a prescribed period of tine to:

(a) Visit, for a specified period, a specifically
desi gnated pl ace or places:
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1. For the purpose of visiting a dying relative,
attending the funeral of a relative, or arranging for
enpl oynent or for a suitable residence for use when rel eased;

2. To otherwise aid in the rehabilitation of the
inmate and his or her successful transition into the
communi ty; or

3. For another conpelling reason consistent with the
public interest,

and return to the sane or another institution or facility
desi gnated by the Departnent of Corrections.

(b) Work at paid enpl oynent, participate in an
education or a training program or voluntarily serve a public
or nonprofit agency or faith-based service group in the
community, while continuing as an inmate of the institution or
facility in which the inmate is confined, except during the
hours of his or her enploynent, education, training, or
service and traveling thereto and therefrom An i nmate may

travel to and fromhis or her place of enploynent, education,

or training only by neans of wal ki ng, bicycling, or using

public transportation or transportation that is provided by a

fam |y nenber or enpl oyer. Contingent upon specific

appropriations, the departnent nay transport an inmate in a

state-owned vehicle if the inmate is unable to obtain other

neans of travel to his or her place of enploynent, education,

or training.

1. An inmate nmay participate in paid enploynent only
during the last 36 nonths of his or her confinenent, unless
sooner requested by the Parol e Conm ssion or the Contro
Rel ease Authority.
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2. Wiile working at paid enploynent and residing in
the facility, an inmate nmay apply for placenent at a
contracted substance abuse transition housing program The
transition assistance specialist shall informthe i nmate of
program avail ability and assess the inmate's need and
suitability for transition housing assistance. If an inmate is
approved for placenent, the specialist shall assist the
inmate. If an inmate requests and is approved for placenent in
a contracted faith-based substance abuse transition housing
program the specialist nust consult with the chaplain prior
to such placenent. The departnent shall ensure that an
inmate's faith orientation, or |ack thereof, will not be
considered in determ ning adm ssion to a faith-based program
and that the program does not attenpt to convert an inmate
toward a particular faith or religious preference.

(c) Participate in a residential or nonresidential
rehabilitative program operated by a public or private
nonprofit agency, including faith-based service groups, wth
whi ch the departnment has contracted for the treatnent of such
inmate. The provisions of ss. 216.311 and 287.057 shall apply
to all contracts between the departnent and any private entity
provi di ng such services. The departnent shall require such
agency to provide appropriate supervision of innates
participating in such program The departnent is authorized
to termnate any inmte's participation in the programif such
inmate fails to denbnstrate satisfactory progress in the
program as established by departnmental rules.

Section 2. Section 945.0913, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

945, 0913 Inmates prohibited fromdriving state-owned

vehicles to transport inmates in a work-rel ease program --An
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inmate may not drive a state-owned vehicle for the purpose of

transporting i nmates who are participating in a work-rel ease
program aut horized in s. 945.091(1)(h).
Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.
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