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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2786

By Senator Diaz de la Portilla

36- 1804- 03 See HB 1629
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to urban revitalization
providi ng a popul ar name; providing
definitions; providing criteria and procedures
for an urban revitalization tax-free zone;
creating the Urban Revitalization Task Force;
providing for nenbership and duties; providing
for reinbursenent for travel expenses;
providing for an executive director, technica
experts, and ot her enpl oyees; specifying
criteria to be eligible for tax exenptions;
requiring a report; requiring review of the
Tax-Free Urban Revitalization Pilot Project by
the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and
CGovernnment Accountability; providing for future
repeal of the act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act shall be known by the popul ar nane

the "Tax-Free Urban Revitalization Pilot Project Act."

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act, the

term

(1) "Business" neans any activity engaged in by any

person, or caused to be engaged in by any person, with the

obj ect of private or public gain, benefit, or advantage,

either direct or indirect. Except for the sales of any

aircraft, boat, nobile hone, or notor vehicle, the term

"busi ness" shall not be construed to include occasional or

i sol ated sales or transactions involving tangi bl e personal

property or services by a person who does not hold hinmself or
1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2786
36-1804-03 See HB 1629

hersel f out as engaged in business, but includes other charges

for the sale or rental of tangible personal property, sales of

servi ces taxabl e under chapter 212, Florida Statutes, sales or

charges of adm ssion, conmunication services, all rentals and

| eases of living quarters, other than | owrent housing

oper ated under chapter 421, Florida Statutes, sleeping or

housekeepi ng accommbdati ons in hotels, apartnment houses,

room ng houses, tourist or trailer canps, and all rentals of

or licenses in real property, other than | owrent housing

oper ated under chapter 421, Florida Statutes, all |eases or

rentals of or licenses in parking lots or garages for notor

vehi cl es, docking or storage spaces for boats in boat docks or

mari nas as defined in section 159.02(21), Florida Statutes,

and nmade subject to a tax inposed by this act.

(2) "Tax-free zone" neans an urban revitalization zone

which will allow qualified busi nesses, as determined by the

Urban Revitalization Task Force, to be exenpt from charging

and paying state sales tax and from docunent taxes, within

M ani - Dade County, specifically the area bordered by nort hwest
23rd Street to the north, northwest 5th Street to the south,
nort heast First Avenue to the east, and northwest 8th Avenue

to the west.

(3) "Urban Revitalization Task Force" neans the task

force created under section 4 that determ nes whi ch busi nesses

can apply for docunent tax and sal es tax exenptions.

Section 3. Urban revitalization tax-free zone;

criteria; procedures.--

(1) (a) Any business established beginning July 1,

2003, in the tax-free zone specified in subsection 1(2) shal

receive a sales tax exenption under section 212.08, Florida

Statutes. In order for a new business to receive this sales
2
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tax exenption and receive an exenpti on on docunent taxes, said

busi ness nust apply with the Urban Revitalization Task Force

created under section 4 for such exenption

(b) The exenption shall be available to a new business

for a period not to exceed the year in which ad val oremtaxes

are first |l evied against the business and the 10 years

i medi ately thereafter. The credit shall be available to an

expanded exi sting business for a period not to exceed the year

in which ad valoremtaxes are first |levied on additional rea

or tangi bl e personal property acquired to facilitate the

expansi on or rebuilding and the 5 years i nmedi ately

t hereafter.
(c) To be eligible for an exenption, a new, expanded,

or rebuilt business shall file a notice with the Urban

Revitalizati on Task Force. The notice shall be filed no | ater

than April 1 of the year in which new or additional real or

tangi bl e personal property acquired to facilitate such new,

expanded, or rebuilt facility is first subject to assessnent.

The notice shall be nade on a form prescri bed by the

Departnent of Revenue and shall include separate descriptions

of :

1. Real and tangi bl e personal property owned or |eased

by the business prior to expansion, if any.

2. Net new or additional real and tangible persona

property acquired to facilitate the new, expanded, or rebuilt

facility.
(2)(a) To apply for a sales and docunent tax exenption

under this act, a new, expanded, or rebuilt business nust file

under oath with the Urban Revitalization Task Force an

application prescribed by the task force for claining the

exenption authorized by this section. Wthin 10 worki ng days
3
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after receipt of an application, the task force shall review

the application to deternine whether it contains all the

information required pursuant to this section and neets the

Criteria set out in this section. The task force shall certify

all applications that contain the infornmation required

pursuant to this section and neet the criteria set out in this

section as eligible to receive a credit. The task force shal

al so certify whether 20 percent of the enpl oyees of the

busi ness, excluding tenporary and part-tine enpl oyees, are

residents of this zone or of a contiguous enterprise zone. The

certification shall be in witing, and a copy of the

certification shall be transmtted to the executive director

of the Departnment of Revenue. The busi ness shall be

responsible for forwarding all certified applications to the

depart nent.
(b) When filing for a tax exenption, a business shal

indicate whether it is a small business as defined by section
288.703(1), Florida Statutes.
(c) The provisions of this section shall expire and be

voi d on June 30, 2013, and no business shall be allowed to

begin clainmng such sal es tax exenptions after that date.

Section 4. Urban Revitalization Task Force; creation

nenber shi p and duti es. --

(1) The Wban Revitalization Task Force shall be

conposed of a business owner operating within the tax-free

zone, appointed by the Governor; a resident residing within

the tax-free zone, appointed by the Governor; a nenber of the

House of Representatives residing in Mani-Dade County,

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; a

nmenber of the Senate residing in the county, appointed by the

President of the Senate; a county comm ssi oner appoi nted by
4
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the County Mayor; a city commi ssioner appointed by the City

Mayor; and the director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel opnent. The terns of office for task force

nenbers shall be for 4 years. A vacancy occurring during a

termshall be filled for the unexpired termin the sane manner

as the original appointnent. A task force nmenber shall receive

no conpensation for his or her services, but is entitled to

t he necessary expenses, including travel expenses as provided

in section 112.061, Florida Statutes, incurred in the

di scharge of his or her duties. Each task force nenber shal

hold office until a successor has been appoi nted and has

qualified. A certificate of the appoi ntnent or reappointnent

of any task force nenber shall be filed with the clerk of

M ani - Dade County, and the certificate is concl usive evidence

of the due and proper appointnent of the task force nenber

The task force nust neet on a quarterly basis, at a m ni mum

in order to review and nake determ nations as to business to

attain tax-free status. The task force shall vote and

designate a chair and vice chair.

(2) The task force may enpl oy an executive director

techni cal experts, and such other agents and enpl oyees,

permanent and tenporary, as it requires, and deternine their

gualifications, duties, and conpensation. For such | ega

services as it requires, the task force may enploy or retain

its own counsel and legal staff. The task force authorized to

transact busi ness and exerci se powers under this act shal

file with the governing body, on or before March 31 of each

year, a report of its activities for the preceding fisca

year, which report shall include a conplete financial

statenent setting forth its assets, liabilities, incone, and

operati ng expenses as of the end of such fiscal year. At the
5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2003 SB 2786
36-1804-03 See HB 1629

1|time of filing the report, the task force shall publish in a

2 | newspaper of general circulation in the community a notice to
3| the effect that such report has been filed with the county or
4 | nunicipality and that the report is available for inspection

5| during business hours in the office of the clerk of M ani -Dade
6| County and in the office of the task force.

7 (3) In order to qualify for a tax exenption under this
8 | act, a business nust provide a statenent, under oath, that no
9] less than 20 percent of its enployees are residents of the

10| tax-free zone or an enterprise zone in the area. The business
11| may be exenpt fromthis 20-percent requirenent if it is able
12 | to denonstrate just cause to the task force. It shall be a

13 | condition precedent to nmintaining tax-free status that such
14 | enpl oynent requirenents be fulfilled throughout each year

15| during the 10-year period of the credit. The statenent shal

16 | set forth the nane and pl ace of residence of each permnent

17 | enpl oyee on the | ast day of business of the tax year for which
18| the credit is clained or, if the enployee is no | onger

19 | enpl oyed or eligible for the credit on that date, the | ast

20 | cal endar day of the last full calendar nonth the enpl oyee was
21| enployed or eligible for the credit at the relevant site.

22 Section 5. Review of pilot project.--Prior to the 2012
23 | Regul ar Session of the Legislature, the Ofice of Program

24 | Policy Analysis and Governnent Accountability shall review and
25| evaluate the effectiveness and viability of the Tax- Free U ban
26 | Revitalization Pilot Project created under this act. The

27 | Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent

28 | Accountability shall specifically evaluate whether relief from
29 | certain taxes induced new i nvest ment and devel opnent in the

30| area; increased the nunber of jobs created or retained in the
31| area; induced the renovation, rehabilitation, restoration
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1| inprovenent, or new construction of businesses or housing

2| within the area; or contributed to the econonic viability and

3| profitability of business and commerce | ocated within the

4| area. The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnent

5] Accountability shall subnmit a report of its findings and

6 | recomendations to the Speaker of the House of Representatives

7| and the President of the Senate no |later than January 15,

8| 2012.

9 Section 6. This act shall stand repeal ed on June 30,
10| 2013, and any desi gnati on made pursuant to this act shall be
11 | revoked on that date.

12 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
13 | I aw
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