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ENROLLED
2003 Legislature CS for SB 30

An act relating to Hillsborough County;
providing for the relief of Janmes T. Edwards
for injuries suffered as a result of negligence
of Hillsborough County; providing for repaynent
of Medicaid lien; providing for the use of the
funds; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, in an incident occurring on May 31, 1997,
James T. Edwards was severely and permanently injured as a
result of the negligence of Hillsborough County, in that the
county failed to i nmobilize Edwards' head, neck, and spine
whil e transporting Edwards to the hospital, and

WHEREAS, as a result of that negligence, Janes T.
Edwar ds sustained injuries to his spinal cord which have
resulted in conplete and permanent paralysis to his |egs, and

WHEREAS, Janes T. Edwards instituted a |lawsuit agai nst
Hi | | sborough County as a result of such injuries, which
| awsuit was scheduled to be tried begi nni ng August 5, 2002,
and

VWHEREAS, before commencenent of the trial, Janes T.
Edwards and Hil | sborough County entered into a settl enent
agreenent in the anount of $2,500,000 under which the county
woul d pay to Edwards $100, 000 and support the passage of a
claimbill to provide for paynent of the bal ance of the
settl enent anmobunt, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this

act are found and declared to be true.
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1 Section 2. The Hillsborough County Board of County
2 | Commi ssioners is authorized and directed to appropriate from
3| funds of the county not otherw se appropriated, and to draw a
4 | warrant in the sumof, $2,400,000, which anpbunt i ncludes
5| statutory attorney's fees and costs, for the benefit of Janes
6 | T. Edwards.
7 Section 3. The governnent entity responsible for
8 | paynent of the warrant shall pay to the Florida Agency for
9| Health Care Adnministration the amount due under section
10| 409.910, Florida Statutes, prior to disbursing any funds to
11| the claimant. Any remai ni ng proceeds shall be placed in the
12 | Special Needs Trust created for the exclusive use and benefit
13| of Janes T. Edwards, to conpensate himfor injuries and
14 | danmges sust ai ned.
15 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
16 | | aw
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