Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 320

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Aronberg

317-1874-03

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Medicaid

3 program anending s. 409.9066, F.S.; requiring

4 the Agency for Health Care Administration to

5 publish on a website the average whol esal e

6 prices of drugs provided through the program

7 requiring the agency to publish additiona

8 information to assist consuners; requiring a

9 report on nethods of pricing pharnaceutica

10 products purchased by the program providing an

11 ef fective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

14

15 Section 1. Section 409.9066, Florida Statutes, is

16 | anended to read:

17 409. 9066 Medicare prescription discount program --

18 (1) As a condition of participation in the Florida
19 | Medi caid programor the pharmaceutical expense assi stance
20 | program a pharmacy nust agree to charge any individual who is
21| a Medicare beneficiary and who is a Florida resident showi ng a
22 | Medi care card when he or she presents a prescription, a price
23| no greater than the cost of ingredients equal to the average
24 | whol esal e price ninus 9 percent, and a di spensing fee of
25 | $4. 50.
26 (2) In lieu of the provisions of subsection (1), and
27 | as a condition of participation in the Florida Mdicaid
28 | program or the pharmaceuti cal expense assistance program a
29 | pharmacy nust agree to:
30 (a) Provide a private voluntary prescription discount
31| programto state residents who are Medi care beneficiaries; or
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(b) Accept a private voluntary discount prescription
program from state residents who are Medicare beneficiaries.

Di scounts under this subsection nust be at |east as great as
di scounts under subsection (1).

(3) The Agency for Health Care Administration shal
publish, on a free website available to the public, the nobst

recent average whol esal e prices for the 200 drugs nost

frequently dispensed to the elderly and, to the extent

possi bl e, shall provide a nechanismthat consuners may use to

calculate the retail price that should be paid after the

di scount required in subsection (1) is applied.
Section 2. By January 1, 2004, the Agency for Health
Care Administration shall subnit to the Legislature a report

regardi ng the cost-effectiveness of, and alternatives to,

usi ng average wholesale price in the pricing of pharnaceutica

products purchased by the Medicaid program
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 320

The Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 320 requires that the
Agency for Health Care Adm nistration PUbI sh on a free web
site, "available to the public, the nbst recent average
whol'esale price for the 200 drugs nost frequently di Spensed to
the elderly, and to the extent POSSIb|e, provi de” a nechani sm
t hat consuners naY use to calculate the retail price that
shoul d_ be pald_af er the discount required under t he. Medi care
P escription discount is applied., The bill also requires that
he Agency for Health Care Administration subnlt a report to
t he Le islature by January 1, 2004_regard|nﬂ
cost-effectiveness of and alternativeS to the use of average
whol esal e Brlce in the pricing of pharmaceutical products
purchased by the Medical d program
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