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1 CHAMBER ACTI ON
2
3
4
5
6/ The Committee on Judiciary recomrends the foll ow ng:
7
8 Conmittee Substitute
9 Renove the entire bill and insert:
10 A Dbill to be entitled
11 An act relating to Indian River County; providing for the
12 relief of Debra Smith, Panela Hughes, M chael Truitt, and
13 Charl es Hughes; authorizing and directing the Indian River
14 County School Board to conpensate them for the death of
15 their father, Samm e Lee Hughes, due to the negligence of
16 t he school board; providing for paynment of attorney's fees
17 and costs; providing an effective date.
18
19 VWHEREAS, on Monday, January 25, 1999, at approximately 3:30
200 p.m, a school bus driver enployed by the Indian R ver County
21| School District ran a stop sign at the intersection of 45th
22| Street and 66th Avenue and collided with a truck driven by
23| Sanm e Lee Hughes, and
24 VWHEREAS, the inpact sent the truck careening into a
25| drainage ditch, killing M. Hughes, and
26 WHEREAS, as a result of this accident, several injured
27| parties filed I egal actions, and
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28 VWHEREAS, Debra Smith and Panel a Hughes, as co-persona

29| representatives of the estate of Samm e Lee Hughes, filed suit
30| inthe CGrcuit Court of the 19th Judicial G rcuit in and for

31| Indian River County, Florida (Case Nunber 99-0656- CA-10), and
32 WHEREAS, in a final judgnent dated February 20, 2002, the
33| court awarded the sum of $75,000 to Debra Smith, $75,000 to

34| Panel a Hughes, $75,000 to M chael Truitt, and $100, 000 to

35| Charles Hughes, plus costs in the anobunt of $530.72, for a total
36| sum of $325,530.72, and

37 WHEREAS, in Cctober 2002, M. Hughes' children and the

38| Indian River County School Board reached a settlenent agreenent
39| in the ambunt of $300, 000, and

40 WHEREAS, the nmaxi mum anount that may be awar ded under

41| section 768.28, Florida Statutes, has already been paid to other
42| plaintiffs for injuries suffered as a result of this incident,
43| and

44 WHEREAS, recovery of anounts set forth in this act may be
45| obtained only through the Legislature's passage of a claimbil
46/ awardi ng such suns, NOW THEREFORE,

47
48| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
49
50 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this act

51| are found and declared to be true.
52 Section 2. (1) The Indian River County School Board is

53| authorized and directed to conpensate Debra Smith, Panela

54| Hughes, M chael Truitt, and Charl es Hughes for the w ongful

55| death of their father, Sanm e Lee Hughes, in the total anmpunt of
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56| $300, 000, which anmpunt includes statutory attorney's fees and

57| costs and shall be paid in three installments in accordance with
58| the release and settlenent of the claim with $150,000 to be

59| paid in July 2003, $75,000 to be paid in July 2004, and $75, 000
60| to be paid in July 2005, out of general funds of the School

61| District of Indian R ver County not otherw se appropri ated.

62| Each installnent shall be paid by drawi ng separate warrants

63| payable to Debra Smith, Panela Hughes, M chael Truitt, and

64| Charl es Hughes, respectively, on the basis of Debra Smth

65| receiving 23 percent, Panela Hughes receiving 23 percent,

66| M chael Truitt receiving 23 percent, and Charl es Hughes

67| receiving 31 percent of each install ment.

68 (2) Amunts paid for attorney's fees and costs, as linited

69| in accordance with s. 768.28, Florida Statutes, shall be payabl e

70| fromthe first paynent in a pro rata share of each of the

71| cl ai mants.

72 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw
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