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SENATE AMENDVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 400
Anendnent No. _ Barcode 685940

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Saunders noved the foll owi ng anendrent

Senate Amendnent (with title anendnent)
On page 73, after line 31

insert:

Section 34. Section 154.306, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

154. 306 Financial responsibility for certified
residents who are qualified indigent patients treated at an
out-of -county participating hospital or regional referra
hospital .--Utinmate financial responsibility for treatment

received at a participating hospital or a regional referra

hospital or a state-approved trama center by a qualified
indigent patient who is a certified resident of a county in
the State of Florida, but is not a resident of the county in
whi ch the participating hospital or regional referral hospita

or a state-approved trama center is |located, is the obligation

of the county of which the qualified indigent patient is a

resi dent. Each county shall reinburse participating hospitals

or regional referral hospitals or a state-approved traunma
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center as provided for in this part, and shall provide or
arrange for indigent eligibility determnati on procedures and
resident certification determ nation procedures as provided
for in rules developed to inplenment this part. The agency, or
any county determning eligibility of a qualified indigent,
shall provide to the county of residence, upon request, a copy
of any docunents, forns, or other information, as determ ned
by rule, which nay be used in nmaking an eligibility
determ nati on

(1) A county's financial obligation for each certified
resi dent who qualifies as an indigent patient under this part,
and who has received treatment at an out-of-county hospital
shal | not exceed 45 days per county fiscal year at a rate of
payrment equival ent to 100 percent of the per diem
rei mbursement rate currently in effect for the out-of-county
hospi tal under the nedical assistance programfor the needy
under Title XIX of the Social Security Act, as anended, except
that those counties that are at their 10-mll cap on Cctober
1, 1991, shall reinburse hospitals for such services at not
| ess than 80 percent of the hospital Medicaid per diem
However, nothing in this section shall preclude a hospita
that has a formal signed agreement with a county to treat such
county's indigents fromnegotiating a higher or |ower per diem
rate with the county. No county shall be required to pay nore
than the equival ent of $4 per capita in the county's fisca
year. The agency shall calculate and certify to each county
by March 1 of each year, the maxi mum anmount the county nay be
required to pay by multiplying the nost recent official state
popul ation estimate for the total popul ation of the county by
$4 per capita. Each county shall certify to the agency within
60 days after the end of the county's fiscal year, or upon
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reaching the $4 per capita threshold, should that occur before
the end of the fiscal year, the anount of reinbursenent it
paid to all out-of-county hospitals under this part. The
maxi mum anmount a county nay be required to pay to

out -of -county hospitals for care provided to qualified

i ndi gent residents may be reduced by up to one-half, provided
that the anount not paid has or is being spent for in-county
hospital care provided to qualified indigent residents.

(2) No county shall be required to pay for any
el ective or nonemergency adm ssions or services at an
out - of -county hospital for a qualified indigent who is a
certified resident of the county if the county provides
funding for such services and the services are available at a
I ocal hospital in the county where the indigent resides; or
t he out-of -county hospital has not obtained prior witten
aut hori zation and approval for such hospital adm ssion or
service, provided that the resident county has established a
procedure to authorize and approve such adm ssions.

(3) For the purpose of conputing the maxi mum anount
that a county having a popul ati on of 100, 000 or |ess may be
required to pay, the agency nust reduce the official state
popul ation estinmates by the nunber of innmates and patients
residing in the county in institutions operated by the Federa
Covernnent, the Departnent of Corrections, the Departnent of
Heal th, or the Departrment of Children and Family Services, and
by the nunber of active-duty mlitary personnel residing in
the county, all of whom shall not be considered residents of
the county. However, a county is entitled to receive the
benefit of such a reduction in estimated popul ation figures
only if the county accepts as valid and true, and does not
require any reverification of, the docunentati on of financia
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eligibility and county residency which is provided to it by
the participating hospital or regional referral hospital. The
participating hospital or regional referral hospital nust
provi de docurmentation that is conplete and in the form
required by s. 154.3105.

(4) The county where the indigent resides shall, in
all instances, be liable for the cost of treatnent provided to
a qualified indigent patient at an out-of-county hospital for
any energency nedi cal condition which will deteriorate from
failure to provide such treatnent if such condition is
det ermi ned and docunented by the attendi ng physician to be of
an emergency nature; provided that the patient has been
certified to be a resident of such county pursuant to s.

154. 309.

(5 No county shall be liable for payment for
treatment of a qualified indigent who is a certified resident
and has received services at an out-of-county participating
hospital or regional referral hospital, until such tinme as
that hospital has documented to the agency and the agency has
determned that it has met its charity care obligation based
on the nost recent audited actual experience.

Section 35. Section 154.317, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

154. 317 County financial responsibility for trauma

care. - -

(1)  Notwi thstanding the provisions of ss.

154. 301-154. 316, state-approved trauna centers shall be

responsible for determning eligibility and residency of

patients with primary or secondary di agnoses of DRG 483-487.

(a) Financial eligibility shall be determ ned in

accordance with s. 154.308, and the nethodol ogy defined in
4
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rules adopted by the Agency for Health Care Adm nistration

(b) Residence in the county at the tine of the

hospitalization shall be verified with at | east one of the

followi ng forns of docunentation

1. CQurrent active driver's license

2. Mortgage, lease, or rental receipt or letter from

the | andl ord;

3. Water, electric, or other public utility bill in

the nane of the patient or famly nenber to a residential

address within the county:;

4, A state, county, or federal docunent nmiled to the

patient to a residential address within the county:;

5. Voter registration; or

6. Proof of children enrolled in public schools within

the county.
(2) The Agency for Health Care Administration shal

nake final eliqgibility determ nations for any cases that are

di sputed by the counties.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

TI' TLE AMENDMENT

And the title is amended as foll ows:

On page 3, line 2, after the sem col on

insert:
amending s. 154.306, F.S.; revising
requirenents for county responsibility for
certain indigent patients to include patients
treated at state-approved trauna centers;
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creating s. 154.317, F.S.; requiring
state-approved trauna centers to be responsible
for determining eligibility and residency of
certain patients for purposes of establishing
rei nbursenent by counties; authorizing the
Agency for Health Care Adninistration to adopt
rules for financial eligibility for certain
traunma care; requiring the Agency for Health
Care Administration to make final eligibility
determ nati ons for disputed cases involving
rei mbursement for trauna care of indigent

pati ents by counti es;
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