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H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI

HB 0423 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the City of Pensacola; 72—

655,

amending ch.
Laws of Florida; revising provisions relating to

referendum elections for levy of ad valorem property tax
for the Pensacola downtown area, change of downtown area
boundaries, and repeal of the act; providing for
eligibility of electors; deleting provisions relating to
registration of electors; providing for election
procedures and results; removing provisions relating to

notification, additional registration, wvoting, and passage
of and failure to approve the act; providing an effective

date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 13 of chapter 72-655, Laws of Florida,

is amended to read:

Section 13. Referendum.--The power of the board to call

for a referendum election for the levy of an ad valorem tax in
(1)

to section 9 of this act,

addition to the one mill tax previously authorized pursuant

any changes of boundaries of the

downtown area, and any repeal of this act shall be determined by

referendum elections in accordance with the provisions of this

section as follows: Ne—pewers—shall—>b xereised—by—theboards
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(1) ELECTION SUPERVISOR.-- For the purposes of this
section, referendum the city clerk shall act as election
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supervisor and do all things necessary to carry out the

2003

provisions of this section.
(2)

not wholly exempt from taxation within the downtown area

ELECTORS.--Any elector who is the owner of a freehold

established pursuant to section 4 of this act shall be eligible

to vote in any referendum election provided for in this act.

The owner of such freeholds shall be determined by the city

clerk from the most recent real property assessment roll

prepared by the property appraiser pursuant to general law prior

to the scheduled referendum election. However, the grantee by

conveyance of a freehold in the downtown area subsequent to the

most recent real property assessment roll may present evidence

of such conveyance to the city clerk not later than 60 days

prior to the date of a referendum election, whereupon the clerk,

after verifying such conveyance, shall substitute the name of

the grantee as an elector in place of the owner appearing on the
(1)

freehold shall be cast in any referendum election.

real property assessment roll. No more than one ballot per
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(3) ELECTION PROCEDURES AND RESULTS.--The board shall

determine by rule procedures for notice of referendum elections,

the time and duration of the referendum and balloting periods,
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decreasing the boundaries of the downtown area in accordance

with section 4 of this act shall be held in accordance with the
referendum provisions for initial approval of this act; provided
however, that no provision of this act shall require the
approval of electors in an area which has previously approved of
the provisions of this act by any referendum held hereinunder.

(5)4%> REPEAL REFERENDUM.--This act may be repealed by a

repeat referendum election which may be called by petition of

twenty percent (20%) of the electors representing—at—teast
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the downtown area;—fer—the purposeof abolishing the board and
roernaoaal ey g o Wk U ) t f h tt f l
repeating—this—aet. Upon receipt of such a petition for a repea

referendum by the city clerk, a referendum election shall be

called by the city. The procedure shall be the same as provided

for other referendum elections provided for in the—initialt

approvat—ef this act, except that additional repeal referenda
may be petitioned at any time after one (1) year from the
certification of the results of a previous repeal referendum by
the clerk. The proposition shall be put on a ballot permitting

a vote for repeal of the Pensacola downtown improvement board or

agalnst repeal. A—~votefor repealof+the board by theeleectors
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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