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A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Health Care District of Pal mBeach
County; codifying, amendi ng, and reenacting special acts
relating to the District; providing a popul ar nane;
provi di ng boundaries; providing for a governing board,

rul es of the board, and nenbership; providing powers and
duties of the board; providing for an ad val oremtax;
providing for issuance of bonds; providing for an annua
report; repealing chapters 87-450, 92-340, 93-382, 96-5009,
and 2000-489, Laws of Florida; providing an effective

dat e.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes,

this act constitutes the codification of all special acts
relating to the Health Care District of Pal m Beach County. It is
the intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to provide a

si ngl e, conprehensive special act charter for the District,

including all current legislative authority granted to the

District by its several |egislative enactnents and any additi onal

authority granted by this act.
Section 2. Chapters 87-450, 92-340, 93-382, 96-509, and

2000- 489, Laws of Florida, are codified, reenacted, anended, and

repeal ed as herein provided.
Section 3. The charter for the Pal m Beach County Health Care

Act is re-created and reenacted to read:

Section 1. Popul ar Nane.--This act shall be known and nay

be referred to by the popul ar nane the “Pal m Beach County Heal th
Care Act.”
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Section 2. |Intent.--The Legislature recognizes that it is

in the public interest to provide a source of funding for

i ndi gent and nedi cally needy residents of Pal m Beach County (the

“County”) and to nmaxim ze the health and well -bei ng of Pal m

Beach County residents by providi ng conprehensi ve pl anni ng,

fundi ng, and coordi nation of health care service delivery.

Program el enents should include, but not be limted to,

preventive health services, conmunity nursing services,

anbul atory care, outpatient services, hospital services, traunm

health services, and rehabilitative services, as feasible. All

prograns shoul d be coordinated to maxim ze the delivery of

quality health care. The npst effective and efficient nethod to

provi de conprehensive health care services is through a

countywi de health care district.

Section 3. Nanme and Boundari es. --The nane of the

i ndependent special district shall be the Health Care District
of Pal m Beach County (the “District”). The District shal
enbrace and include all of the property of Pal m Beach County.
Section 4. District Board; Menbership; Rul es of
Procedures. —
(1) The District shall be governed by a District Board

whi ch shall be conposed of seven nenbers. The appointing

authority shall consider the diverse geographic areas of Palm

Beach County in selecting individuals to serve on the District

Board, and at | east one nenber, but not nore than two, shal

reside in the 3 ades area, that area of Pal m Beach County |vying

west of the |line between Range 39 East and Range 40 East. The

nmenbership of the District Board shall include three nenbers

appoi nted by the Governor, three nenbers appointed by the Board
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of County Comnmi ssioners of Pal m Beach County, and one nenber

fromthe Pal m Beach County Health Departnent, as provided bel ow

(a) The Governor shall appoint three nenbers to serve on
the District Board.
(b) The Board of County Conm ssioners of Pal m Beach County

shal | appoint three nenbers to the District Board, other than

t hensel ves, one of whom nmust be an elected official at the tine

of the appoi ntnent.

(c) The District Board nmenber fromthe Pal m Beach County
Public Health Departnent shall be the director of the Pal m Beach
County Public Health Departnent.

(2) Any vacancies on the District Board for whatever cause

shall be filled in the sanme manner as set forth in this act for

an initial appointnent.

(3) D strict Board nenbers shall receive no conpensati on

for their services; however, while acting for the District, they

shall receive their actual expenses, including subsistence,

| odgi ng, travel, and other expenses in the anount actually

i ncurred, as approved by the District Board.

(4) Each nenber of the District Board shall serve for a

termof 4 years or until a successor i s appointed.

(5) The termof office of a District Board nenber shall be

construed to commence on Cctober 1 of the year of appointnent

and to term nate Septenber 30 of the year of the end of his or

her term
(6) No nenmber of the District Board nay serve nore than

two consecutive 4-year terns, Wwth the exception of the director
of the Pal m Beach County Public Health Departnent.
(7) The nmenbers of the District Board shall el ect anobng

t hensel ves a chair, vice chair, and secretary. The chair shall
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preside at all neetings of the District Board, except that the

vice chair may preside in his or her absence. The chair, vice

chair, and secretary shall each have an official vote in al

matters considered by the District Board. The District Board is

aut hori zed to adopt bylaws providing for the orderly governance

and operation of the District’s affairs.

(8) The District Board shall neet reqularly as determ ned

by the bylaws of the District Board.
(9) Each District Board nenber shall give bond to the
Governor for the faithful performance of his or her duties in

the sum of $5,000 with a surety conpany qualified to do business

in the state, as surety, which bond shall be approved and kept
by the Cerk of the Crcuit Court of Pal mBeach County. The

prem uns on said bonds shall be paid as part of the expenses of
the District Board.

(10) Four District Board nenbers shall constitute a

quorum and a vote of at |least three District Board nenbers

shall be necessary to conplete the transacti on of any busi ness

of the District. The District Board nenbers shall cause true

and accurate m nutes and records to be kept of all business

transacted by themand shall keep full, true, and conpl ete books

of accounts and m nutes, which m nutes, records, and books of

account shall at all reasonable tines be open and subject to

public inspection, and any person desiring to do so nmay nmake or

procure a copy of said m nutes, records, or books of account, or

such portion thereof as such person nay desire, at a reasonabl e

cost determned by the District Board.
Section 5. Qualifications of District Board Menbers. -- A

District Board nenber or the spouse of a District Board nenber

may not, at the tine of appointnment or for 1 year prior to
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appoi ntnment or during the termof office of the District Board

menber :

(1) Have any financial interest, other than ownership of

shares in a nutual fund, pension plan, or profit-sharing plan,

in any entity which, either directly or indirectly, receives

funds fromthe District.

(2) Be enployed, retai ned by, or engaged in any activity

with any entity which, either directly or indirectly, receives

funds fromthe District, except for the director of the Palm
Beach County Public Health Departnent.

(3) Serve on the board of directors or board of trustees

of any entity which, either directly or indirectly, receives

funds fromthe District.

Section 6. District Board Powers.--The District Board is

vested with the authority and responsibility to provide for the

conpr ehensi ve pl anning and delivery of adequate health care

facilities, including, but not limted to, hospitals, and

services for the citizens of the County, particularly nedically

needy citizens. For those purposes, the District Board shal

have and may utilize the foll ow ng powers:

(1) To plan, set policy guidelines for, fund, establish,

construct, |ease, operate, and nmaintain such health care

facilities as shall be necessary for the use of the peopl e of

the County, including the continued presence of at |east one

hospital in the 3 ades area, subject to and limted by the

future financial resources and constraints of the District;

however, hospitals may not be constructed by the D strict,

except that the District may construct a hospital in the d ades

area. Said health care facilities shall be established,

constructed, | eased, owned, operated, and maintained for the
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preservation of the public health, for the public good, and for

the use of the public of the County. The |ocations of such

health care facilities shall be determ ned by said D strict
Boar d.
(2) To provide services and facilities jointly with other

public or private health care providers, with appropriate

provision to reduce the costs of providing service for all users

t her eof .

(3) To provide health care services to residents of the

County through the utilization of health care facilities not

owned and operated by the District. The provision of said care

is hereby found and declared to be a public purpose and

necessary for the preservation of the public health and welfare

of the residents of the County.

(4) To adopt an official seal and alter the sane at

pl easure.
(5) To nmaintain an office at such place or places as it

may desi gnat e.

(6) To sue and be sued in its own nane and to pl ead and be

i npl eaded, but with all sovereign immunity and lintations

provided by the State Constitution or general |aw.

(7) To acquire by purchase, |ease, gift, or otherw se, or

to obtain options for the acquisition of, any property, real or

personal , inproved or uninproved, as said District Board deens

proper to carry out the purposes of this act. However, the

District shall not have the power of eninent domain. To hold

and di spose of all assets or property, real or personal,

i nproved or uni nproved, upon such terns and for such

consideration, or for no consideration, as the District Board

deens proper to carry out the purposes of this act.
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(8 To plan and fund the construction, acquisition,

ownership, | easing, repair, nmaintenance, extension, expansion,

i nprovenent, rehabilitation, renovation, furnishing, and

equi pping of health care facilities and to pay all or any part

of the costs thereof fromthe proceeds of operating revenue,

bonds, | ease-purchase financing, or other obligations of

i ndebt edness of the District or fromany contribution, gift, or

donation or other funds of the District for such purpose.

(9) To nake and execute agreenents of | ease, contracts,

deeds, nortgages, notes, and other instruments necessary or

convenient in the exercise of its powers and functions under

this act.

(10) To lease as lessor or |lessee to or fromany person,

firm corporation, association, or body, public or private, any

facilities or property of any nature for the use of the District

to carry out any of the purposes authorized by this act.

(11) To pledge or assign any noney, rents, charges, fees,

or other revenues and any proceeds derived from sal es of

property, insurance, or condemati on awards.

(12) To borrow npney and issue bonds, certificates,

warrants, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness as

herei nafter provided; to | evy such tax as may be aut horized; and

to charge, collect, and enforce fees and ot her user charges.

(13) To raise, by user charges or fees authorized by

resolution of the board, anounts of noney whi ch are necessary

for the conduct of the District’'s activities and services and to

enforce their receipt and collection in the manner prescribed by

resol uti on not inconsistent with |aw

(14) To enpl oy adm nistrators, physicians, attorneys,

accountants, financial experts, consulting engi neers,
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architects, surveyors, and such ot her enployees and agents as

may be necessary in its judgnent and to fix their conpensati on.

(15) To acquire existing health care facilities and to

rei nburse any health care facility for the cost of such

facilities in accordance with an agreenent between the District

and the health care facility.

(16) To acquire existing health care facilities and to

refund, refinance, or satisfy outstandi ng obligations,

nortgages, or advances issued, made, or given by said health

care facility.

(17) To nortgage any health care facility and the site

t her eof .

(18) To cooperate with, or contract with, other

governnental agencies or private individuals or entities as nay

be necessary, convenient, incidental, or proper in connection

with any of the powers, duties, or purposes authorized by this

act .

(19) To assess and inpose upon lands in the District ad

val orem taxes as provided by this act.

(20) To annually determ ne and approve a district budget

and nmllage in accordance with chapter 200, Florida Statutes.

(21) To promul gate and adopt policies and rules for the

operation of the District.

(22) In its absolute discretion, to establish or becone a

part of one or nore qualified self-insurance trust funds for the

purpose of protecting District assets and operations, as well as

related health care entities and individuals conprising the

health care delivery system established at the direction or

under the authority of the District. The protection from

liability |osses includes, without limtation, professiona
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nmedi cal mal practi ce, conprehensive general liability, directors
and officers' liability, workers' conpensation liability,

nmedi cal and health services, life, property, and such ot her

liability exposures as may be pernmitted by Florida | aw. These

sel f-insurance trust funds may be established for the benefit of

the officers, directors, enpl oyees, and approved agents of the

District as well as such other legal entities or individuals as

the District nmay determine, by board resolution, are carrying

out the health care purposes and nandates of the District during

the period those entities or individuals are acting within the

scope of the authority and duties devol vi ng upon themthrough an

agreenent with or direct nandate fromthe District.

(23) To provide for reinbursenent to hospitals,

physi ci ans, or other health care providers or facilities.

(24) The District is hereby restricted fromrei nmbursing

any health care providers or facilities, including hospitals and

physi ci ans, for their bad debts arising fromthose patients who

are not eligible for reinbursenent under district guidelines.

The District, however, shall continue to rei nburse such health

care providers for the nedical care of nedically needy patients,

to the extent of the District's limted financial resources,

taking into account funds avail able from ot her sources,

i ncl udi ng ot her governnental funding sources.

(25) To establish criteria for the provision of health

care pursuant to this act.

(26) To be exenpt fromthe paynent of any fees, taxes, or

i ncrenent revenue to conmunity redevel opnent agenci es

established pursuant to part |11l of chapter 163, Florida

St at ut es.
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(27) Notwi thstanding the prohibition against extra

conpensation set forth in section 215.425, Florida Statutes, to

provide for an extra conpensati on program including a |unp-sum

bonus paynent program to reward outstandi ng enpl oyees whose

perf ormances exceed standards, if the program provides that a

bonus paynent nmay not be included in an enpl oyee’s regul ar base

rate of pay and nay not be carried forward in subsequent years.

(28) To plan, set policy for, and fund fromits revenue

sources the establishnent and inpl enentati on of cooperative

agreenments with other governnent authorities and public and

private entities within and outside of Pal m Beach County which

pronote the efficiencies of |ocal and regional trauma agenci es,

rural health networks, and cooperative health care delivery

systens, provided that any such agreenents with entities outside

of Pal m Beach County ensure that the costs associated with any

trauma services are the responsibility of such entity.

(29) To establish, and appoi nt nmenbers to, such boards,

committees, or advisory bodies as the District Board deens

appropri at e.

(30) To plan, coordinate, supervise, manage, and take such

ot her action as appropriate to i nplenent the school health

prograns as established by the District.

(31) To do all things necessary to carry out the purposes

of this act.

Al of the foregoing powers are hereby found and declared to be

a public purpose and necessary for the preservation of the

public health, for the public good, and for the welfare of the

residents of the District.
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Section 7. Indemification of Menbers of the Board,

Oficers, Commttee Menbers, Enpl oyees, and Qthers. --

(1) The District shall have power to indemify any person

who was or is a party, or is threatened to be made a party, to

any threatened, pending, or conpleted action, suit, or

proceedi ng, whether civil, crimnal, admnistrative, or

i nvestigative (other than an action by, or in the right of, the

District) by reason of the fact that he or she is or was an

agent of the District, against expenses (including attorneys'

fees), judgnents, fines, and amounts paid in settlenent actually

and reasonably incurred by himor her in connection with such

action, suit, or proceeding, including any appeal thereof, if he

or she acted in good faith and in a manner he or she reasonably

believed to be in, or not opposed to, the best interests of the

District and, with respect to any crimnal action or proceeding,

had no reasonabl e cause to believe this conduct was unl awf ul .

The District shall also have the power to i ndemnify any such

person agai nst any | oss of wages or earnings suffered during his

or her defense, provided that, in the opinion of the

comm ssioners of the District, those | osses were directly

attributable to that defense. The term nation of any action,

suit, or proceeding by judgnent, order, settlenent, or

conviction or upon a plea of nolo contendere or its equival ent

shall not, of itself, create a presunption that the person did

not act in good faith and in a manner whi ch he or she reasonably

believed to be in, or not opposed to, the best interests of the

District or, with respect to any crinmnal action or proceedi ng,

had reasonabl e cause to believe that his or her conduct was

unl awf ul .
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(2) No indemification under this section shall be made in

respect of any claim issue, or matter as to which such person

shal | have been adjudged to be liable for negligence or

m sconduct in the performance of his or her duty to the District

unl ess, and only to the extent that, the court in which such

action or suit was brought shall determ ne upon application

that, despite the adjudication of liability but in view of al

ci rcunstances of the case, such person is fairly and reasonably

entitled to indemification for such expenses, which such court

shal | deem proper.

(3) If an individual has been determ ned by the District

to be an agent entitled to conpensati on under these i ndemity

provisions and to the extent that such agent of the District has

been successful on the nerits or otherw se in defense of any

action, suit, or proceeding referred to in the subsections above

or in defense of any claim issue, or matter therein, he or she

shal |l be indemified agai nst expenses (including attorneys'

fees) actually and reasonably incurred by himor her in

connection therewith. Any such successful agent shall al so be

i ndemmi fi ed agai nst any | oss of wages or personal service

earni ngs suffered during his or her defense, provided that, by

the vote of the District Board acting through a quorum

consi sting of nmenbers who are not parties to such action, suit,

or proceeding, it is deternmned that those | osses were directly

attributable to the tine involved in that defense. | f, however,

a quorum of disinterested nenbers cannot be convened, the

deci sion shall be nmade by i ndependent |egal counsel, who nay be

the | egal counsel for the District.

(4) Unless otherwi se determined by a court pursuant to

subsection (2), any indemification under the above subsecti ons
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shall be nade by the District only as authorized in t he specific

case upon a determ nation of a quorumof District Board nenbers

who are not parties to such action, suit, or proceeding, or, if

that is not possible, by independent | egal counsel, who nay be

t he | egal counsel of the District, that indemificati on of the

agent of the District is proper in the circunstances because he

or she has net the applicable standard of conduct set forth in

t he above subsecti ons.

(5) Expenses including attorneys' fees and | ost wages or

earnings incurred in defending a civil or crimnal action, suit,

or proceeding nmay be paid by the District in advance of the

final disposition of such action, suit, or proceedi ng upon a

prelimnary determ nation follow ng one of the procedures set

forth in the above subsections that the agent of the District

nmet the applicable standard of conduct set forth in the above

subsecti ons and upon recei pt of an undertaking by or on behal f

of the agent of the District to repay such anount, unless it

shall ultimately be determined that he or she is entitled to be

indemified by the District as authorized in this section.

(6) Indemification as provided in this section shal

continue as to a person who has ceased to be an agent of the

District and shall inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors,

and admi nistrators of such a person

(7) As used in this section, the term"agent of the

District" nmeans a District Board nenber, District officer,

committee nmenber appointed by the District, or District enpl oyee

i ncl udi ng persons enpl oyed by the District to provi de executive,

physi cian, nursing, dental, paranedical, technical, business,

managenent, |egal, and other supporting services for the

District, together with such ot her approved agents of the
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District or subdistricts as well as such other legal entities or

individuals as the District nay determ ne, by board resol ution,

are carrying out the health care purposes and nandates of the

District during the period those entities or individuals are

acting wwthin the scope of the authority and duties devol ving

upon themthrough an agreenent with or direct nandate fromthe

District or subdistricts, excluding nedical nalpractice clains

asserted individually against such persons, but including a

person serving at the direction of the District Board. All such

agents of the District, in order to be entitled to

i ndenmmi fication for the liability arising out of the act in

question, shall have been acting within the scope of their

enpl oynent on District rel ated busi ness.

(8 The District shall have power to purchase and naintain

i nsurance on behalf of such agents of the District as the

District Board nay, fromtine to tinme, deem appropriate, agai nst

any liability asserted against the agent of the District and

incurred by the agent of the District in any such capacity or

arising out of his or her status as agent of the District,

whet her or not the District would have the power to i ndemify

hi m or her against such liability under the provisions of this

section. This subsection, however, is not intended to be a

wai ver of sovereign inmunity or a waiver of any other defense or

immunity to such |lawsuits.

Section 8. Taxes.--
(1) Ad Val orem Taxes.--The District Board shall have the

power to | evy and assess an ad valoremtax on all the taxable

property in the District for the purposes and needs of the

District incurred in exercising the powers and for the purposes

set forth herein, including, but not limted to, the power to
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fund the construction, operation, and nai ntenance of assessabl e

i nprovenents, to pay the principal of and interest on any bonds

of the District, and to provide for any sinking or other funds

established in connection with any such bonds. The ad val orem

tax levied by the District Board for District purposes shall not

exceed 2 mlls. As an additional restriction on the |evying of

taxes by the District Board, said District Board shall not |evy

a tax that increases its annual nmillage | evy nore than one-

quarter of aml!ll fromthe amount levied by the District in the

previ ous year.

(2) Procedure.--The levy by said District Board of the

t axes aut hori zed by any provision of this act shall be in

accordance with the procedure set forth in the State

Constitution and general | aw.

(3) Financial Statenent.--At | east once each year, the

District Board shall cause to be published once in a newspaper

of general circulation in the County a copy of the District’s

annual audited financial statenent summary which shows a

conpl ete summary of the financial condition of the District.

(4) Enforcenent of Taxes.--The collection and enforcenent

of all taxes levied by the District shall be at the sanme tine

and in |ike manner as county taxes, and the provisions of the

Florida Statutes relating to liens for taxes and the enforcenent

thereof; the sale of |ands for unpaid and delinguent taxes; the

i ssuance, sale, and delivery of tax certificates for such unpaid

and del i hquent county taxes; the redenption thereof; the

i ssuance to individuals of tax deeds based thereon; and all

ot her procedures in connection therewith shall be applicable to

the District to the sane extent as if such statutory provisions
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were expressly set forth herein. Al taxes shall be subject to

t he same di scounts as county taxes.

(5) Wien Unpaid Tax is Delinguent; Penalty.--All taxes

provided for in this act shall becone delinguent and bear

penalties on the anmobunt of such taxes in the sanme manner as

county taxes.

(6) Tax Exenption.--All bonds issued hereunder and

interest paid thereon and all fees, charges, and other revenues

derived by the District fromthe services provided by this act

are exenpt fromall taxes by the state or by any political

subdi vi si on, agency, or instrunentality thereof to the extent

al | oned by general | aw.

Section 9. Short-term Borrow ng; Bonds. --

(1) Issuance of Bond Anticipation Notes.--In addition to

the other powers provided for in this act, the District Board

shal | have the power to borrow noney in anticipation of the sale

of bonds and to i ssue bond anticipation notes in a principal sum

not in excess of the authorized nmaxi num anount of such bond

i ssue. Such notes shall be in such denom nati on or

denoni nati ons, bear interest at such rate as the District Board

may determne in conpliance with general |aw, mature at such

time or tines not later than 5 years fromthe date of issuance,

and be in such form and executed in such manner as the District

Board shall prescribe. Such notes nay be sold at either public

or private sale or, if such notes shall be renewal notes, nay be

exchanged for notes then outstanding on such terns as the

District Board shall determine. Such notes shall be paid from

t he proceeds of such bonds when issued. The District Board may,

inits discretion, inlieu of retiring the notes by neans of

bonds, retire them by neans of current revenues or from any
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taxes or assessnents |evied for the paynent of such bonds, but

in such event a |li ke anbunt of the bonds authorized shall not be

i ssued.
(2) Short-termBorrowing.--The District at any tinme my

obtain | oans, in such ambunt and on such terns and conditions as

the District Board may approve, for the purpose of paying any of

t he expenses of the District or any costs incurred or that my

be incurred in connection with any of the projects of the

District, which | oans shall bear such interest as the District

Board nay determine in conpliance with general |aw, and may be

payabl e from and secured by a pl edge of such funds, revenues,

t axes, and assessnents as the District Board nay determ ne. The

District may issue negotiable notes, warrants, or other evidence

of debt to be payable at such tinmes, to bear such interest as

the District Board may determine in conpliance with general | aw,

and to be sold or discounted at such price or prices not |ess

t han 95 percent of par value and on such terns as the District

Board may deem advi sable. The District Board shall have the

right to provide for the paynent thereof by pledging the whol e

or any part of the funds, revenues, taxes, and assessnments of

the District. The approval of the electors residing in the

County shall not be necessary except when required by the State

Consti tution.

(3) Authorization and Forns of Bonds. -- Any general

obl i gati on bonds or revenue bonds may be authori zed by

resolution or resolutions of the District Board which shall be

adopted by a majority of all the nmenbers thereof then in office.

Such resolution or resolutions may be adopted at the sane

neeting at which they are i ntroduced and need not be published

or posted. The District Board nay, by resolution, authorize the
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i ssuance of bonds and fix the aggregate amount of bonds to be

i ssued; the purpose or purposes for which the noneys derived

therefrom shall be expended; the rate or rates of interest, in

conpliance with general |aw, the denoni nation of the bonds;

whet her or not the bonds are to be issued in one or nore series;

the date or dates of maturity, which shall not exceed 40 years

fromtheir respective dates of issuance; the nedi um of paynent;

the place or places within or without the state where paynent

shal |l be nade; registration privil eges; redenption terns and

privileges, whether with or without prem um the manner of

execution; the formof the bonds; the manner of execution of

bonds; and any and all other terns, covenants, and conditions

t hereof and the establishnment of revenue or other funds. Such

aut hori zing resolution shall further provide that such bonds

shall be executed in accordance with chapter 279, Florida
Statutes, the Registered Public Obligations Act of Florida. The

seal of the District may be affixed, |ithographed, engraved, or

ot herwi se reproduced in facsimle on such bonds. [In case any

of fi cer whose signhature shall appear on any bonds or coupons

shal | cease to be such officer before the delivery of such

bonds, such signature or facsimle shall neverthel ess be valid

and sufficient for all purposes the sane as if he or she had

remai ned in office until such delivery.

(4) Issuance of Additional Bonds.--The District Board nay

aut hori ze the i ssuance of additional bonds, upon such terns and

conditions as the District Board nay provide in the resol ution

aut hori zing the i ssuance thereof, but only in conpliance with

the resolution or other proceedi ngs authorizing the issuance of

the origi nal bonds.
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(5) Refunding Bonds.--The District shall have the power to

i ssue bonds to provide for the retirenment or refunding of any

bonds or obligations of the District that at the tine of such

i ssuance are or subsequently thereto becone due and payable, or

that at the tine of issuance have been called or are or will be

subject to call for redenption within 10 years thereafter, or

t he surrender of which can be procured fromthe hol ders thereof

at prices satisfactory to the District Board. Refundi ng bonds

may be issued at any tinme when in the judgnent of the District

Board such i ssuance will be advantageous to the District. No

approval of the qualified electors residing in the District

shall be required for the i ssuance of refundi ng bonds except in

cases in which such approval is required by the State

Constitution. The District Board may by resol uti on confer upon

t he hol ders of such refunding bonds all rights, powers, and

remedies to which the holders would be entitled if they

continued to be the owners and had possessi on of the bonds for

the refinancing of which such refundi ng bonds are issued,

including, but not limted to, the preservation of the |ien of

such bonds on the revenues of any project or on pledged funds,

wi t hout extingui shment, inpairnent, or dinmnution thereof. The

provisions of this act pertaining to bonds of the D strict

shall, unless the context otherw se requires, govern the

i ssuance of refunding bonds, the formand other details thereof,

the rights of the holders thereof, and the duties of the

District Board with respect thereto.

(6) Revenue Bonds. - -

(a) The District shall have the power to issue revenue

bonds fromtime to tine without limtation as to anobunt. Such

revenue bonds may be secured by, or payable from the gross or
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net pledge of the revenues to be derived fromany health

facility or conbination of facilities; fromthe rates, fees, or

ot her charges to be collected fromthe users of any health

facility or facilities; fromany revenue-produci ng undert aki ng

or activity of the District; or fromany other sources or

pl edged security. Such bonds shall not constitute an

i ndebt edness of the District, and the approval of the qualified

el ectors shall not be required unl ess such approval is required
by the State Constitution.
(b) Any two or nore hospitals or health facilities may be

conbi ned and consolidated into a single hospital or facility and

may hereafter be operated and nmintai ned as a single hospital or

facility. The revenue bonds authorized herein nay be issued to

finance any one or nore of such hospitals or facilities,

regardl ess of whether or not such hospitals or facilities have

been conbi ned and consolidated into a single hospital or

facility. |If the District Board deens it advisable, the

proceedi ngs aut hori zi ng such revenue bonds nay provide that the

District may thereafter conbine the projects then being financed

or theretofore financed with other projects to be subsequently

financed by the District and that revenue bonds to be thereafter

issued by the District shall be on parity with the revenue bonds

then being issued, all on such terns, conditions, and

limtations as shall have been provided in the proceedi hg which

aut hori zed the original bonds.
(7) General Obligation Bonds. --

(a) The District shall have the power fromtine to tine to

i ssue general obligation bonds to finance or refinance capital

projects or to refund outstandi ng bonds. Except for refunding

bonds, no general obligation bonds shall be issued unless the

Page 20 of 25
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




F L OR 1 D A H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

gr ENROLLED

HB 0427, Engrossed 1 2003 Legislature
bonds are issued to finance or refinance a capital project and

t he i ssuance has been approved at an el ection held in accordance

with the requirenents for such el ection as prescri bed by the

State Constitution. Such elections shall be called by the

District Board. The expenses of calling and hol ding an el ection

shall be at the expense of the District, and the District shal

rei mhurse the County for any expenses incurred in calling or

hol di ng such el ecti on.

(b) The District nay pledge its full faith and credit for

t he paynent of the principal and interest on such genera

obl i gati on bonds and for any reserve funds provi ded therefor and

may unconditionally and irrevocably pledge itself to | evy ad

val oremtaxes on all taxable property in the District, to the

extent necessary for the paynent thereof, without lintations as

to rate or anount.

(c) If the District Board deternines to i ssue general

obligation bonds for nore than one capital project, the approval

of the issuance of the bonds for each and all such projects may

be submtted to the el ectors on one and the sanme ballot. The

failure of the electors to approve the issuance of bonds for any

one or nore capital projects shall not defeat the approval of

bonds for any capital project which has been approved by the

el ectors.

(8) Limtation on |Issuance of Bonds. - -

(a) Ad valoremfunding shall not be used to support the

i ssuance of bonds, unless the bond i ssue has been approved by

ref erendum

(b) Annual debt service (annual retirenent of |ong-term

debt plus all interest) as a percentage of total revenue from

mllage nust be | ess than 10 percent of all District revenue.
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(9) Additional Authority.--The District shall have the

authority to determ ne whether to i ssue taxable or tax-exenpt

bonds under this section and whether the bonds are to bear

interest at a fixed rate or a variable rate or rates, and the

District shall have the authority to determ ne the security for

t he bonds, including any credit enhancenents.
Section 10. Lien on Behalf of the Health Care District of

Pal m Beach County when Qther Parties are Liable.--
(1) The District shall be entitled to a lien, as

determ ned by this section, for paynents nade by the District

for health care services provided to ill or injured persons,

upon any proceeds of judgnents, settlenents, or settl enent

agreenents concerning the liability of tortfeasors or other

third parties causing or contributing to said illness or

injuries thus necessitating such health care services. For

purposes of this section, any such ill or injured persons or

their legal representatives may be referred to as "clai mant."

(2) Upon suit being filed by the clai nant agai nst any

tortfeasor or other third party, the clainmant shall send the

District, if the District made any paynents on the claimant's

behal f, a copy of the conplaint by certified or registered mai

as notification of such suit. Wthin 60 days after recei pt of

the claimant's notification, the District nay file in the suit a

Noti ce of Paynments Made for Health Care Services. Such notice

must specify the anount the District paid, and it shal

constitute a lien upon any recovery to the extent all owed by

this section. If suit has not been filed, the claimant shal

send the district notification by certified or registered nai

of the claimant's intent to clai mdanages fromthe tortfeasor or

other third party. Wthin 60 days after recei pt of the
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claimant's notification, the District may send to the clai mant

by certified or registered mail a Notice of Paynments Made for

Heal th Care Services. Such notice nust specify the anmount the

District paid, and it shall constitute a |lien upon any recovery

to the extent allowed by this section. |If the District nade any

paynents on the clainant's behal f and becones aware of a suit or

claimfor danmages prior to being notified by the claimnt in

accordance with this subsection, it nmay file or send its Notice

of Paynments Made for Health Care Services at that tine. Such

notice nust specify the anount paid by the District, and it

shall constitute a |lien upon any recovery to the extent all owed

by this section. The notice of paynments made may be anended by

the District to reflect anounts paid by the District subsequent

to the filing of said notice.

(3) The anpunt of the lien created by this section shal

be the entire anpbunt paid by the District pursuant to the Notice

of Paynents Made for Health Care Services, as anended, |ess the

District's pro rata share of reasonable attorney's fees, costs,

and expenses of litigation for the claimant's attorney; however,

t he ambunt of the lien created by this section shall in no event

be greater than two-thirds of the anbunt renmaining fromthe

proceeds of judgnment, settlenment, or settlenent agreenent after

t he deduction of attorney's fees and other reasonable costs and

expenses of litigation.

(4) No release or satisfaction of any judgnment,

settlement, or settlenent agreenent shall be valid against such

lien unless the District joins therein or executes a rel ease of

such |ien.

(5) The District, when claimng a lien under this section,

shal | cooperate with the clai nant by produci ng such i nformation
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as i s reasonably necessary to prove the anmpunt paid by the

District for health care services provided.

(6) The lien created by this act shall not preenpt the

lien rights of any hospital in Pal mBeach County created by

ordi nance, special act, or general law. This act shall not

af fect any subrogation rights of the District.

Section 11. Reorgani zed District-owned Hospitals.--The

District has the authority to reorgani ze any hospital it ows in

accordance with state | aw.

Section 12. d ades Rural Area Support Board. --The

District Board, in the exercise of its powers relative to the

pl anni ng and delivery of adequate health care facilities and

services for the citizens of Pal m Beach County, particularly

nedi cally needy citizens, and as otherwi se stated in section 6,

may establish a 3 ades Rural Area Support Board (“d ades Support

Board”) and nmy del egate certain authority to the 3 ades Support

Board for the planning of support for the provision of health

care in the G ades area, that area of Pal m Beach County |vying

West of the |ine between Range 39 East and Range 40 East, all

subj ect to the policies and procedures established by the

District Board. Anong the powers that the District Board nay

del egate to the 3 ades Support Board is sonme or all of the

District Board' s authority to provide for tax support and

rei nbursenent to hospitals, physicians, and/or such other health

care providers or facilities for the nedical care of nedically

needy patients. |If so requested by the District Board, the

d ades Support Board shall recommend to the District Board

anounts of reinbursenent appropriate for hospitals, physicians,

and such other health care providers or facilities which provide

health care to eligible nedically needy patients in the 3 ades
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area. The District Board may anend, rescind, nodify, or suspend

any or all of the del egated powers of the 3 ades Support Board

at any tinme or fromtine to tine, in the discretion of the
District Board.
Section 13. Report to the County Conm ssioners and

Legi sl ative Del egation.--The District Board shall annually

submt a report, including its budget, to the Pal m Beach County

Conmi ssioners and to the Pal m Beach County Legisl ative

Del egati on.

Section 14. No Effect.—If any provision of this act or

the application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid or unconstitutional by any court of conpetent

jurisdiction, the invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not

af fect other provisions or applications of the act which can be

gi ven effect without the invalid provision or application, and

to this end the provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 15. Renmedi al Act.—This act shall be construed as

a renedial act and shall be liberally construed to pronote the

purpose for which it is intended.
Section 4. Chapters 87-450, 92-340, 93-382, 96-509, and
2000- 489, Laws of Florida, are repeal ed.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
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