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CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Conmittee on Education K-20 reconmends the follow ng:

Conmittee Substitute
Renove the entire bill and insert:

A Dbill to be entitled
An act relating to public school student assessnent;
amending s. 1003.43, F.S., relating to high school
graduation requirenments; requiring district school boards
to provide certain instruction to limted English
proficient students; requiring the award of a standard
di ploma to certain ESOL students who neet specified
criteria; anending s. 1008.22, F.S, relating to student
assessnent for public schools; providing a cross
reference; providing for alternate assessnents for the

grade 10 FCAT; providing an effective date.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (11) and (12) of section 1003. 43,
da Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (12) and (13),
ctively, and a new subsection (11) is added to said section
ad:

1003.43 GCeneral requirenents for high school graduation.--
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29 (11)(a) Each district school board nust provide

30| instruction to prepare limted English proficient students to

31| denonstrate proficiency in the skills and conpetenci es necessary

32| for successful grade-to-grade progressi on and hi gh schoo

33| graduati on.

34 (b) A student who has been enrolled in an ESOL program for

35| less than 2 school years shall have the FCAT requirenent of

36|/ paragraph (5)(a) waived for the purpose of receiving a standard

37 high school diploma, if the student:

38 1. Has a cunul ative grade point average of 2.5 or above,

39| on a 4.0 scale.

40 2. Does not neet the requirenments of paragraph (5)(a)

41| after one opportunity and will not have another opportunity to

42| participate in the FCAT prior to the end of grade 12.

43 Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section

44| 1008.22, Florida Statutes, is amended, subsection (9) is

45/ renunbered as subsection (10), and a new subsection (9) is added
46| to said section, to read:

47 1008. 22 Student assessnent program for public schools. --
48 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The commi ssi oner shal
49| design and inplenent a statew de program of educati onal

50| assessnent that provides information for the inprovenent of the
51| operation and managenent of the public schools, including

52| school s operating for the purpose of providing educational

53| services to youth in Departnment of Juvenile Justice prograns.
54| Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conm ssioner
55| shall:
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56 (c) Develop and inplenment a student achi evenent testing
57| program known as the Florida Conprehensive Assessnent Test

58| (FCAT) as part of the statew de assessnent program to be

59| adm nistered annually in grades 3 through 10 to neasure reading,
60f witing, science, and mathematics. Oher content areas may be
61| included as directed by the comm ssioner. The testing program
62| mnust be designed so that:

63 1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies

64| adopted by the State Board of Education as specified in

65| paragraph (a). The tests nust nmeasure and report student

66| proficiency levels in reading, witing, mathenmatics, and

67| science. The comm ssioner shall provide for the tests to be

68| devel oped or obtained, as appropriate, through contracts and

69| project agreenents with private vendors, public vendors, public
70| agencies, postsecondary educational institutions, or school

71| districts. The comm ssioner shall obtain input with respect to
72| the design and inplenentation of the testing programfrom state
73| educators and the public.

74 2. The testing programw ||l include a conbination of norm
75| referenced and criterion-referenced tests and include, to the
76| extent determ ned by the conm ssioner, questions that require
77| the student to produce information or performtasks in such a
78| way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can be

79| measur ed.

80 3. Each testing program whether at the el enentary,

81| mddle, or high school level, includes a test of witing in

82| which students are required to produce witings that are then

83| scored by appropriate nethods.
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84 4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,

85| bel ow which score a student's performance is deened i nadequat e.
86| The school districts shall provide appropriate renedial

87| instruction to students who score bel ow these | evels.

88 5. Except as provided in s. 1003.43(11)(b), students nust

89| earn a passing score on the grade 10 assessnent test descri bed

90| in this paragraph or on an alternate assessnent as described in

91| subsection (9) in reading, witing, and mathematics to qualify

92| for a regular high school diploma. The State Board of Education
93| shall designate a passing score for each part of the grade 10

94| assessnent test. In establishing passing scores, the state board
95| shall consider any possible negative inpact of the test on

96| mnority students. Al students who took the grade 10 FCAT

97| during the 2000-2001 school year shall be required to earn the
98| passing scores in reading and mat hematics established by the

99| State Board of Education for the March 2001 test adm nistration
100| Such students who did not earn the established passing scores
101| and nust repeat the grade 10 FCAT are required to earn the

102| passing scores established for the March 2001 test

103| admi nistration. All students who take the grade 10 FCAT for the
104| first time in March 2002 and thereafter shall be required to

105| earn the passing scores in reading and mat hemati cs established
106| by the State Board of Education for the March 2002 test

107| admnistration. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
108 which specify the passing scores for the grade 10 FCAT. Any

109| such rules, which have the effect of raising the required

110| passing scores, shall only apply to students taking the grade 10
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111| FCAT after such rules are adopted by the State Board of

112{ Educati on.

113 6. Participation in the testing programis nmandatory for
114 all students attendi ng public school, including students served
115| in Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns, except as otherw se
116| prescribed by the comm ssioner. If a student does not

117| participate in the statew de assessnent, the district nust

118| notify the student's parent and provide the parent with

119| information regarding the inplications of such nonparticipation.
120 If nodifications are made in the student's instruction to

121| provide accommodati ons that would not be pernmitted on the

122| statew de assessnent tests, the district nust notify the

123| student's parent of the inplications of such instructional

124| nodifications. A parent nust provide signed consent for a

125| student to receive instructional nodifications that would not be
126| permtted on the statew de assessnents and nust acknow edge in
127| witing that he or she understands the inplications of such

128| acconmodati ons. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules,
129| based upon recommendati ons of the conm ssioner, for the

130 provision of test accommodati ons and nodifications of procedures
131| as necessary for students in exceptional education prograns and
132| for students who have limted English proficiency.

133| Accommopdations that negate the validity of a statew de

134| assessnent are not all owabl e.

135 7. A student seeking an adult high school diplonma nust

136| neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo

137| student nust neet.

Page 5 of 7
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

O
HB 0467 2003
cs

138 8. District school boards nust provide instruction to

139| prepare students to denonstrate proficiency in the skills and
140| conpetenci es necessary for successful grade-to-grade progression
141| and hi gh school graduation. If a student is provided with

142| accommodations or nodifications that are not allowable in the
143| statew de assessnment program as described in the test manual s,
144 the district nust informthe parent in witing and nmust provide
145| the parent with information regardi ng the inpact on the

146| student's ability to neet expected proficiency levels in

147\ reading, witing, and math. The conm ssioner shall conduct

148| studies as necessary to verify that the required skills and

149| conpetencies are part of the district instructional prograns.
150 9. The Departnment of Education nust devel op, or sel ect,
151 and inplenment a comon battery of assessnent tools that will be
152| wused in all juvenile justice prograns in the state. These tools
153| nust accurately nmeasure the skills and conpetenci es established
154/ in the Florida Sunshine State Standards.

155
156 The comm ssioner may design and inplenent student testing

157| prograns, for any grade |evel and subject area, necessary to
158| effectively nonitor educational achievenent in the state.

159 (9) ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS. --The State Board of Educati on
160| shall study the conparable validity of other avail abl e

161| standardi zed tests, including the SAT, ACT, Coll ege Pl acenent
162| Test, and tests used for entry into the mlitary. |If such tests

163| are deened to be valid and reliable neasures, the State Board of

164| Education shall adopt scores on such tests that wll equate to

165/ the FCAT passing rate for purposes of high school graduation. |f
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166/ no existing standardi zed assessnent is deened to be a valid and
167 reliable neasure, the State Board of Education nay initiate the
168| devel opnent of a valid and reliable alternate assessnent.
169 Students who attain scores that equate to the FCAT passing rate
170| for purposes of high school graduation on one of the approved
171| tests shall satisfy the assessnent requirenent for a standard
172 high school diplona as provided in s. 1003.43(5)(a).
173 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw
174
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