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An act relating to driver's |licenses; anending
s. 322.18, F.S.; requiring vision tests for
certain applicants for license renewal;

prohi biting those applicants fromrenew ng by
t el ephone or electronic neans; requiring the
departnment to study the effects of aging on
driving ability; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective January 1, 2004, subsection (5)
of section 322.18, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

322.18 Oiginal applications, licenses, and renewal s;
expiration of |icenses; delinquent |icenses.--

(5) Al renewal driver's licenses nay be issued after
the applicant |icensee has been deternmined to be eligible by
t he depart nent.

(a) A licensee who is otherwise eligible for renewal

and who is over 79 years of age:

1. Must subnit to and pass a vision test adninistered

at any driver's license office; or

2. |If the licensee applies for an extension by nmail as

provided in subsection (8), nust subnit to a vision test

admi ni stered by a physician |icensed under chapter 458 or

chapter 459, or an optonetrist |licensed under chapter 463,

nmust send the results of that test to the departnent on a form

obtai ned fromthe departnent and signed by such health care

practitioner, and nust neet vision standards that are

equi val ent to the standards for passing the departnental

vision test. The physician or optonetrist nmay subnmit the
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results of a vision test by a departnent-approved el ectronic

neans.
(b) A licensee who is over 79 years of age nmay not

submt an application for extension under subsection (8) by

el ectronic or tel ephonic neans, unless the results of a vision

test have been electronically subnitted in advance by the

physi ci an or optonetri st.

Section 2. (1) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and

Mot or Vehi cles shall study the effects of aging on driving

ability. The purpose of the study is to develop a

conpr ehensi ve approach to |licensing drivers.

(2) Issues to be studied by the departnent shal

i ncl ude the:

(a) Effective and efficient identification of drivers

at risk of being involved in a notor vehicle accident because

of functional linmtations that effect their driving ability;

(b) Preval ence and effect of degenerative processes

affecting vision, hearing, nobility, cognitive functions and

reaction tine;

(c) Inplenentation and effect of the departnent's

Vi si on screening requi renents and exam nation of new

t echnol ogi es;

(d) Availability and effectiveness of renedial

neasures such as skills training, adaptive equi pnent, physica

t herapy and adjustnent of driving practices that will allow

people to drive safely for as |ong as possible;

(e) Availability of alternative forms of

transportati on for people who can no |onger safely drive; and

(f) Effectiveness of existing public education

initiatives relating to at-risk drivers
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1 (3) The departnent shall report the results of the
2| study to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the
3 | House of Representatives by February 1, 2004. The report shal
4 | include findings of the study and recommendati ons for
5| inproving the safety of at-risk drivers.
6 (4) The departnent shall appoint an advi sory counci
7| to participate in the study and to advise the departnent on
8| issues related to older at-risk drivers on an ongoi ng basi s.
9| The council shall be known as the Florida At-Ri sk Driver
10| Council. Menbers of the council shall include representatives
11 | of organi zations involved with issues facing ol der drivers
12 | includi ng state agencies, nedical professionals, senior
13 | citizen advocacy groups, providers of services to senior
14 | citizens, and research entities.
15 Section 3. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
16 | this act, this act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
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