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HB 0527

CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Conmittee on Education K-20 reconmends the follow ng:
Conmittee Substitute
Renmove the entire bill and insert:

ADbill to be entitled

An act relating to educational facilities benefit

facilities benefit district or a conmunity devel opnent

or facilities; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
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districts and conmunity devel opnment districts; anmending s.
1002. 33, F.S.; authorizing application by an educati onal

district for conversion of a group of schools to charter
school s; anending s. 1013. 355, F.S.; expanding the purpose
and powers of educational facilities benefit districts;

aut hori zing creation of an educational facilities benefit
district by the local general purpose governnent; anendi ng
s. 1013.356, F.S.; expanding the purpose and funding for
educational facilities benefit districts and community

devel opnent districts; authorizing | eases for use of |and

Section 1. Subsections (3) and (10) of section 1002. 33,

I V. E S

2003
CS
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29 1002. 33 Charter schools. --
30 (3) APPLI CATI ON FOR CHARTER STATUS. - -
31 (a) An application for a new charter school nay be made by

32| an individual, teachers, parents, a group of individuals, a

33| municipality, or a legal entity organi zed under the laws of this
34| state.

35 (b) An application for a conversion charter school shal

36| be nmade by the district school board, the principal, teachers,
37| parents, and/or the school advisory council at an existing

38| public school that has been in operation for at |east 2 years

39| prior to the application to convert, including a public school-
40| within-a-school that is designated as a school by the district

41| school board, or by an educational facilities benefit district

42| or a community devel opnent district. An application submtted

43| proposing to convert an existing public school to a charter

44| school shall denonstrate the support of at |east 50 percent of
45| the teachers enployed at the school and 50 percent of the

46| parents voting whose children are enrolled at the school,

47| provided that a majority of the parents eligible to vote

48| participate in the ballot process, according to rul es adopted by
49| the State Board of Education. A district school board denying an
50| application for a conversion charter school shall provide notice
51| of denial to the applicants in witing within 30 days after the
52| meeting at which the district school board denied the

53| application. The notice nmust specify the exact reasons for

54| denial and nust provi de docunentati on supporting those reasons.
55| A private school, parochial school, or honme education program

56| shall not be eligible for charter school status.
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57 (c) An application for the conversion of a group of public

58| schools to charter schools nay be made by an educati ona

59| facilities benefit district or comunity devel opnent district as

60| provided in s. 1013. 355 for schools contained within the

61| boundaries of the educational facilities benefit district or the

62| community devel opnent district.
63 (10) ELI Gl BLE STUDENTS. - -

64 (a) A charter school shall be open to any student covered

65 in an interdistrict agreenent or residing in the school district
66| in which the charter school is |ocated; however, in the case of
67| a charter |ab school, the charter |ab school shall be open to
68| any student eligible to attend the | ab school as provided in s.
69| 1002.32 or who resides in the school district in which the

70| charter lab school is |ocated. Any eligible student shall be

71| allowed interdistrict transfer to attend a charter school when
72| based on good cause.

73 (b) The charter school shall enroll an eligible student

74| who submits a tinmely application, unless the nunber of

75| applications exceeds the capacity of a program class, grade

76| level, or building. In such case, all applicants shall have an
77| equal chance of being admtted through a random sel ecti on

78| process.

79 (c) Wen a public school converts to charter status,

80| enrollnment preference shall be given to students who woul d have
81| otherw se attended that public school

82 (d) A charter school may give enrollnment preference to the

83| follow ng student popul ati ons:

Page 3 of 11
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

O
HB 0527 2003
cs

84 1. Students who are siblings of a student enrolled in the
85| charter school

86 2. Students who are the children of a nenber of the

87| governing board of the charter school

88 3. Students who are the children of an enpl oyee of the

89| charter school

90 (e) A charter school may Iimt the enroll nment process only

91| to target the follow ng student popul ati ons:

92 1. Students within specific age groups or grade |evels.
93 2. Students considered at risk of dropping out of school
94| or academic failure. Such students shall include exceptional

95| education students.
96 3. Students enrolling in a charter school -in-the-workpl ace
97| or charter school -in-a-municipality established pursuant to

98| subsection (16), or in a charter school |ocated within an

99| educational facilities benefit district or conmunity devel opnment
100| district.

101 4. Students residing within a reasonabl e di stance of the

102| charter school, as described in paragraph (21)(c). Such students
103| shall be subject to a randomlottery and to the racial/ethnic
104| bal ance provi sions described in subparagraph (7)(a)8. or any

105| federal provisions that require a school to achieve a

106| racial/ethnic balance reflective of the community it serves or
107) within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
108| sane school district.

109 5. Students who neet reasonabl e academ c, artistic, or

110 other eligibility standards established by the charter school

111| and included in the charter school application and charter or,
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112| in the case of existing charter schools, standards that are

113| consistent with the school's m ssion and purpose. Such standards
114| shall be in accordance with current state |law and practice in
115| public schools and nay not discrim nate agai nst otherw se

116/ qualified individuals.

117 6. Students articulating fromone charter school to

118| another pursuant to an articul ati on agreenent between the

119| charter schools that has been approved by the sponsor.

120 (f) Students with handi cappi ng conditions and students

121| served in English for Speakers of O her Languages prograns shal
122| have an equal opportunity of being selected for enrollnment in a
123| charter school

124 (g) A student may withdraw from a charter school at any
125/ tinme and enroll in another public school as determ ned by

126 district school board rule.

127 (h) The capacity of the charter school shall be determ ned
128/ annual ly by the governing board, in conjunction with the

129| sponsor, of the charter school in consideration of the factors

130/ identified in this subsection.

131 Section 2. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
132| 1013.355, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

133 1013. 355 Educational facilities benefit districts.--
134 (2) The Legislature hereby authorizes the creation of

135| educational facilities benefit districts pursuant to interl ocal
136| cooperation agreenents between a district school board and al
137| local general purpose governments within whose jurisdiction a

138| district is |located. The purpose of educational facilities
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139| benefit districts is to assist in financing the construction,

140 operation, and mai ntenance of educational facilities.

141 (3)(a) An educational facilities benefit district nmay be
142| created pursuant to this act and chapters 125, 163, 166, and
143| 189. An educational facilities benefit district charter may be
144| created by a county or nunicipality by entering into an

145/ interlocal agreement, as authorized by s. 163.01, wth the

146| district school board and any | ocal general purpose governnent
147 within whose jurisdiction a portion of the district is |ocated
148| and adoption of an ordi nance that includes all provisions

149| contained within s. 189.4041. The creating entity shall be the
150 | ocal general purpose government w thin whose boundaries a

151 majority of the educational facilities benefit district's |ands
152| are | ocated.

153 (b) Creation of any educational facilities benefit

154| district shall be conditioned upon the consent of the district
155| school board, all |ocal general purpose governnments wthin whose
156| jurisdiction any portion of the educational facilities benefit
157| district is located, and all |andowners within the district.

158| Decisions of the school district regarding the establishnent of

159| an educational facilities benefit district nmay be appeal ed
160| pursuant to s. 1002.33 (6)(b). The nenbership of the governing

161| board of any educational facilities benefit district shal

162| include representation of the district school board, each

163| cooperating | ocal general purpose governnent, and the | andowners
164f within the district. In the case of an educational facilities
165 benefit district's decision to create a charter school, the

166| board of directors of the charter school nay constitute the
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167| nmenbers of the governing board for the educational facilities

168 benefit district. An educational facilities benefit district may

169| also be created by the | ocal general purpose governnent within

170{ whose jurisdiction the educational facilities benefit district

171| is located by adoption of an ordi nance establishing the
172| district.

173 (4) The educational facilities benefit district shal

174 have, and its governing board nay exercise, the follow ng

175 powers:

176 (a) To acquire, finance, and construct educationa

177 facilities within the district's boundari es.

178 (b) To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to

179| adopt and use a seal and authorize the use of a facsimle

180| thereof; to acquire, by purchase, gift, devise, or otherw se,
181| and to dispose of real and personal property or any estate

182| therein; and to nake and execute contracts and other instruments
183| necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers.

184 (c) To contract for the services of consultants to perform
185| planning, engineering, legal, or other appropriate services of a
186 professional nature. Such contracts shall be subject to the

187| public bidding or conpetitive negotiations required of |ocal

188| general purpose governnents.

189 (d) To borrow noney and accept gifts; to apply for unused
190| grants or | oans of noney or other property fromthe United

191 States, the state, a unit of |ocal governnent, or any person for
192| any district purposes and enter into agreenents required in

193| connection therewith; and to hold, use, and dispose of such

194| noneys or property for any district purposes in accordance with
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195 the ternms of the gift, grant, |oan, or agreenent relating

196 thereto.

197 (e) To adopt resolutions and policies prescribing the

198| powers, duties, and functions of the officers of the district,
199| the conduct of the business of the district, and the maintenance
200| of records and docunents of the district.

201 (f) To maintain an office at such place or places as it
202 nmay designate within the district or within the boundaries of
203| the local general purpose governnent that created the district.
204 (g) To lease as |lessor or lessee to or fromany person
205 firm corporation, association, or body, public or private, any
206| projects of the type that the district is authorized to

207| undertake and facilities or property of any nature for use of
208| the district to carry out any of the purposes authorized by this
209| act.

210 (h) To borrow noney and issue bonds, certificates,

211 warrants, notes, or other evidence of indebtedness pursuant to
212| this act for periods not |onger than 30 years, provided such
213| bonds, certificates, warrants, notes, or other indebtedness

214\ shall only be guaranteed by non-ad val orem assessnents legally
215/ inposed by the district and other avail abl e sources of funds
216 provided in this act and shall not pledge the full faith and
217 credit of any |ocal general purpose governnent or the district
218| school board.

219 (i) To cooperate with or contract with other governmenta
220 agencies as nmay be necessary, convenient, incidental, or proper

221 in connection with any of the powers, duties, or purposes
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222| authorized by this act and to accept funding fromlocal and
223| state agencies as provided in this act.

224 (j) To levy, inpose, collect, and enforce non-ad val orem
225| assessnents, as defined by s. 197.3632(1)(d), pursuant to this
226| act, chapters 125 and 166, and ss. 197.3631, 197.3632, and

227| 197.3635.

228 (k) To exercise all powers necessary, convenient,

229 incidental, or proper in connection with any of the powers,

230| duties, or purposes authorized by this act.

231 Section 3. Section 1013.356, Florida Statutes, is anended
232| to read:
233 1013.356 Local funding for educational facilities benefit

234 districts or community devel opnent districts.--Upon confirnmation
235| by a district school board of the commtnent of revenues by an
236| educational facilities benefit district or community devel opment

237| district necessary to construct, operate, and nmai ntain an

238| educational facility contained within an individual district

239| facilities work program or proposed by an approved charter

240 school or a charter school applicant, the follow ng funds shal
241| be provided to the educational facilities benefit district or
242\ community devel opnment district annually, beginning with the next
243| fiscal year after confirmation until the district's financi al
244 obligations are conpl et ed:

245 (1) Al educational facilities inpact fee revenue

246 collected for new devel opnent within the educational facilities
247\ benefit district or conmunity devel opnent district. Funds

248| provided under this subsection shall be used to fund the
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249| acquisition, construction, and capital maintenance costs of

250| educational facilities.

251 (2) For construction and capital naintenance costs not
252| covered by the funds provi ded under subsection (1), an annual
253| amount contributed by the district school board equal to one-
254! half of the renmaining costs of construction and capital

255 mai ntenance of the educational facility. Any construction costs
256/ above the cost-per-student criteria established for the SIT
257 Programin s. 1013.72(2) shall be funded excl usively by the
258| educational facilities benefit district or the conmunity

259 devel opnent district. Funds contributed by a district schoo
260 board shall not be used to fund operational costs.

261 (3) In lieu of subsection (2), if an educationa

262| facilities benefit district or a conmunity devel opnent district

263| elects to so receive, the required | ocal effort funds cal cul ated

264 pursuant to s. 1011.62 paid by properties |ocated within the

265| educational facilities benefit district or the community

266| devel opnent district, including amounts generated by nonvoted

267| discretionary mllage for operations pursuant to s. 1011.71(1)

268 and for capital inprovenents pursuant to s. 1011.71(2).
269
270 Educational facilities funded pursuant to this act may be

271| constructed on land that is owed by any person after the

272| district school board, the charter school, the educati onal

273| facilities benefit district, or the conmunity devel opnent

274 district has acquired fromthe owner of the land a | ong-term

275| lease for the use of this land or facilities for a period of not

276/ less than 40 years or the |ife expectancy of the permanent
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277 facilities constructed thereon, whichever is |longer. Al

278| interlocal agreenents entered into pursuant to this act shal
279| provide for ownership of educational facilities funded pursuant
280 to this act to revert to the district school board if such

281| facilities cease to be used for public educational purposes

282 prior to 40 years after construction or prior to the end of the

283| life expectancy of the educational facilities, whichever is
284 | onger.
285 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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