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Florida Senate - 2003 SB 54

By Senator Constantine

22-90- 03
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to | ocal governnent;
prohi biting | ocal governments fromrequiring
enpl oyers to pay a m ni num wage other than a
federal m ni num wage; providing exceptions;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, pronoting the economic growth and prosperity
of its citizens is anbng the nost inportant responsibilities
of the state, and

WHEREAS, this econonic growh and prosperity depends
upon maintaining a stable business climate that will attract
new enpl oyers to the state and all ow exi sting enployers to
grow, and

WHEREAS, with regard to worker wages, federal nininum
wage provisions strike the necessary bal ance between the
interests of workers and their enployers, and

WHEREAS, all owi ng each | ocal governnent to establish
m ni rum wage levels in their individual jurisdictions higher
than those required by federal |law would threaten to drive
busi nesses out of these communities and out of the state in
search of a nore favorabl e and uniform busi ness environnent,
and

WHEREAS, hi gher m ni nrum wage standards differing from
one |l ocal e to another woul d encourage residents to conduct
their business in jurisdictions where wage costs, and hence
prices, are |ower, and

WHEREAS, such artificial constraints would disrupt
Florida's econony and threaten the public welfare, NOW
THEREFORE,
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Federal mninmumwage" means a mini num wage

requi red under federal law, including the federal Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938, as anended, 29 U. S.C. ss. 201 et seq.
(b) "M ninmumwage" neans a mninnumrate of

conpensation for enpl oynent.

(c) "Political subdivision" neans a county,

nmuni ci pality, departnent, commission, district, board, or

ot her public body, whether corporate or otherw se, created by

or under state | aw

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (3), a

political subdivision may not establish, nmandate, or otherw se

require an enployer to pay a nininumwage, other than a

federal mninumwage, or to apply a federal m nimumwage to

wages exenpt froma federal nini num wage.

(3) This section does not limt the authority of a

political subdivision to establish a m ni numwage other than a

federal m ni rum wage:

(a) For the enployees of the political subdivision

(b) For the enpl oyees of an enpl oyer contracting to

provi de goods or services for the political subdivision, or

for the enpl oyees of a subcontractor of such an enpl oyer,

under the terns of a contract with the political subdivision

or
(c) For the enpl oyees of an enpl oyer receiving a

di rect tax abatenent or subsidy fromthe politica

subdi vi sion, as a condition of the direct tax abatenent or

subsi dy.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY
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