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HM 0575
House Menori a

A nmenorial to the Congress of the United States, urging
Congress to enact legislation to halt dredging on the
Apal achicola River, to establish a channel of specified
di mrensions to support commercial barge traffic, to
continue authority of the United States Arny Corps of

2003

Engi neers to perform mai ntenance of the river's navigation

channel markings and | ock systemfor recreational boating

and to provide for the restoration and mai ntenance of fish

and wildlife resources and habitats of the Apal achicol a

Ri ver and Apal achi col a Bay.

WHEREAS, Florida's Apal achicola R ver has been desi gnated
by the State of Florida as an outstanding Florida Water, and

WHEREAS, the Apal achi col a Bay has been desi gnated by the
United States as a National Estuarine Research Reserve and by
the United Nations as an International Bi osphere Reserve, and

WHEREAS, the Apal achicola River and Apal achi cola Bay are
the cornerstones to the econony of six Florida counties and
provi de thousands of jobs in comercial fishing, recreational
fishing, and ecotourismto Floridians, and

VWHEREAS, Apal achi cola Bay provides nearly 90 percent of
Florida's oysters and over 10 percent of the nation's oysters,
and

WHEREAS, the health and productivity of the Apal achicola
River and the bay into which it flows are dependent upon the
anount and quality of water that flows into and out of the
river, and

WHEREAS, the Apal achicola River has been subject to

navi gati onal dredging perfornmed by the United States Arny Corps
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HM 0575 2003
of Engineers that has resulted in environnmental harm including

degraded water quality, loss of productive botton and, hardwood
habi tat, and damaged fish habitat, and

VWHEREAS, the dredgi ng of the Apal achicola River is not
economcally efficient in that the Federal CGovernment spends an
estimated $20 mllion a year to maintain the river for barge
traffic, which anobunts to an expendi ture of approxi mately
$30, 000 per barge, and

VWHEREAS, the House of Representatives of the State of
Florida finds that the cessation of dredging on the Apal achicol a
Ri ver, the establishnment of a channel, 9 feet in width and 100
yards in length, to support comrercial barge traffic, the
continuation of the authority of the United States Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers to perform nai ntenance of the river's navigation
channel markings and | ock systemfor recreational boating, and
the restoration and mai ntenance of fish and wildlife resources
and habitats of the Apal achicola Ri ver and Apal achi col a Bay are
essential to the continued ecol ogi cal and econom c health and
wel | - bei ng of the regi on, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the Legislature of the State of Florida hereby urges
Congress to enact legislation to halt dredging on the
Apal achicola River, to establish a channel, 9 feet in wdth and
100 yards in length, to support conmercial barge traffic, to
continue the authority of the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers to perform nmai ntenance of the river's navigation
channel markings and | ock system for recreational boating, and

to provide for the restorati on and nmai ntenance of fish and
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wildlife resources and habitats of the Apal achicola River and

Apal achi col a Bay.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
transmtted to the President of the United States, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, and to each nenber of the Florida

del egation to the United States Congress.
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