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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 0623 2003

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Northwest Florida Water Managenent
District; anmending s. 373.4145, F.S.; continuing the
interimpart 1V permtting programfor the Northwest
Fl ori da Water Managenent District; providing a future
conti ngent repeal of such interimprogran renoving

obsol ete provisions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notw thstanding the repeal of subsections (1),
(2), (3), and (4) of section 373.4145, Florida Statutes,
schedul ed for July 1, 2003, said subsections are reenacted, and
subsections (6) and (7) of said section are anended, to read:

373.4145 Interimpart IV permtting programfor the
Nort hwest Fl ori da Water Managenent District.--

(1) Wthin the geographical jurisdiction of the Northwest
Fl ori da Water Managenent District, the permtting authority of
t he departnment under this part shall consist solely of the
foll ow ng, notw thstanding the rul e adoption deadline in s.
373.414(9):

(a) Chapter 17-25, Florida Adm nistrative Code, shal
remain in full force and effect, and shall be inplenented by the
departrment. Notwi thstandi ng the provisions of this section,
chapter 17-25, Florida Adm nistrative Code, may be anended by
t he departnent as necessary to conply with any requirenments of
state or federal |laws or regul ations, or any condition inposed
by a federal program or as a requirenment for receipt of federal

grant funds.
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HB 0623 2003
(b) Rules adopted pursuant to the authority of ss. 403.91-

403. 929, 1984 Supplenent to the Florida Statutes 1983, as
anended, in effect prior to July 1, 1994, shall remain in ful
force and effect, and shall be inplenented by the departnent.
However, the departnent is authorized to establish additional
exenptions and general permts for dredging and filling, if such
exenptions or general permts do not allow significant adverse
i mpacts to occur individually or cunul atively. However, for the
pur pose of chapter 17-312, Florida Adm nistrative Code, the
| andwar d extent of surface waters of the state identified in
rule 17-312.030(2), Florida Adm nistrative Code, shall be
determ ned in accordance with the nethodology in rules 17-
340. 100 t hrough 17-340.600, Florida Adm nistrative Code, as
ratified in s. 373.4211, upon the effective date of such
ratified nmethodol ogy. In inplenenting s. 373.421(2), the
departnment shall determ ne the extent of those surface waters
and wetlands within the regulatory authority of the departnent
as described in this paragraph. At the request of the
petitioner, the departnent shall also determ ne the extent of
surface waters and wetl| ands whi ch can be delineated by the
nmet hodol ogy ratified in s. 373.4211, but which are not subject
to the regulatory authority of the departnent as described in
t hi s paragraph.

(c) The departnent may inplenment chapter 40A-4, Florida
Adm nistrative Code, in effect prior to July 1, 1994, pursuant
to an interagency agreenment with the Northwest Florida Water
Managenent District adopted under s. 373.046(4).

(2) The authority of the Northwest Florida Water
Managenent District to inplement this part or to inplenment any

authority pursuant to del egation by the departnent shall not be
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HB 0623 2003
affected by this section. The rule adoption deadline in s.

373.414(9) shall not apply to said district.

(3) The division of permtting responsibilities in s.
373.046(4) shall not apply within the geographical jurisdiction
of the Northwest Florida Water Managenent District.

(4) If the United States Environnental Protection Agency
approves an assunption of the federal programto regul ate the
di scharge of dredged or fill material by the departnent or the
wat er nmanagenent districts, or both, pursuant to s. 404 of the
Cl ean Water Act, Pub. L. No. 92-500, as anended, 33 U. S.C ss.
1251 et seq.; the United States Arnmy Corps of Engineers issues
one or nore state progranmatic general permts under the
referenced statutes; or the United States Environnental
Protection Agency or the United States Corps of Engineers
approves any ot her del egation of regulatory authority under the
referenced statutes, then the departnment may inplenment any
permtting authority granted in this part within the Northwest
Fl ori da Water Managenent District which is prescribed as a
condition of granting such assunption, general permt, or
del egati on.

(6) Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (4) shall be repeal ed

effective 12 nonths after the effective date of a voter-approved

anendnent to s. 9, Art. VII of the State Constitution increasing

the authorized mllage available to the Northwest Florida Water

Managenent District. The Legislature acknow edges the pl an

statutorily required to be prepared by the Northwest Florida

Wat er Managenent District and the Departnent of Environnental

Protection in 2003 for wetland protection, but due to limted

financi al resources available at the |local and state level in
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89| 2003, inplenmentation of the recomended plan nust be postponed
90| until such revenues becone avail abl e July—1—2003.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon beconming a | aw.
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