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HB 0629 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to mandatory reports of child abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect; anending s. 39.201, F.S.;
provi di ng that persons who are enpl oyed or supervised by
religious institutions or by entities affiliated with such
institutions nmust report to the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Services their know edge or reasonabl e suspicion of
chil d abuse, abandonnent, or neglect; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 39.201,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

39.201 Mandatory reports of child abuse, abandonnent, or
negl ect; mandatory reports of death; central abuse hotline.--

(1) Any person, including, but not limted to, any:

(a) Physician, osteopathic physician, nedical exam ner,
chiropractic physician, nurse, or hospital personnel engaged in
t he adm ssion, exam nation, care, or treatnent of persons;

(b) Health or nental health professional other than one
listed in paragraph (a);

(c) Practitioner who relies solely on spiritual neans for
heal i ng;

(d) School teacher or other school official or personnel;

(e) Social worker, day care center worker, or other
professional child care, foster care, residential, or
institutional worker;

(f) Law enforcenent officer; o~

(9) Judge; or-
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(h) Person who is enpl oyed or supervised by:

1. Any religious institution, including synagogues,

churches, and nobsques; or

2. A school or an auxiliary organization that is

affiliated with such a religious institution,

who knows, or has reasonabl e cause to suspect, that a child is
abused, abandoned, or neglected by a parent, |egal custodian,

caregiver, or other person responsible for the child s welfare
shall report such know edge or suspicion to the departnent in
t he manner prescribed in subsection (2).

(2)(a) Each report of known or suspected child abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect pursuant to this section, except those
solely under s. 827.04(3), shall be nade imediately to the
departnent's central abuse hotline on the single statew de toll -
free tel ephone nunber, and, if the report is of an instance of
known or suspected child abuse by a noncaretaker, the call shall
be i Mmedi ately electronically transferred to the appropriate
county sheriff's office by the central abuse hotline. |If the
report is of an instance of known or suspected child abuse
i nvol ving inpregnation of a child under 16 years of age by a
person 21 years of age or older solely under s. 827.04(3), the
report shall be made imrediately to the appropriate county
sheriff's office or other appropriate | aw enforcenent agency. If
the report is of an instance of known or suspected child abuse
solely under s. 827.04(3), the reporting provisions of this
subsection do not apply to health care professionals or other
persons who provide nedical or counseling services to pregnant
chil dren when such reporting would interfere with the provision

of medi cal services.
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(b) The department nust consider valid and accept for

i nvestigation any report received by the central abuse hotline
froma judge, teacher or other professional school official, or
physi ci an, as specified in paragraph (1)(a), paragraph (1)(d),
or paragraph (1)(g), who is acting in his or her professional
capacity, alleging harmas defined in s. 39.01.

(c) Reporters in occupation categories designated in
subsection (1) are required to provide their nanmes to the
hotline staff. The nanes of reporters shall be entered into the
record of the report, but shall be held confidential as provided
ins. 39.202.

(d) Reports involving known or suspected institutional
child abuse or neglect shall be nmade and received in the sane
manner as all other reports made pursuant to this section.

(e) Reports involving a known or suspected juvenile sexual
of fender shall be nade and received by the departnent.

1. The departnent shall determ ne the age of the alleged
juvenile sexual offender if known.

2. Wien the alleged juvenile sexual offender is 12 years
of age or younger, the department shall proceed with an
i nvestigation of the report pursuant to this part, imedi ately
electronically transfer the call to the appropriate | aw
enf orcenent agency office by the central abuse hotline, and send
a witten report of the allegation to the appropriate county
sheriff's office within 48 hours after the initial report is
made to the central abuse hotline.

3. Wen the alleged juvenile sexual offender is 13 years
of age or older, the departnent shall inmediately electronically
transfer the call to the appropriate county sheriff's office by

the central abuse hotline, and send a witten report to the
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appropriate county sheriff's office within 48 hours after the

initial report to the central abuse hotli ne.

(f) Reports involving abandoned newborn infants as
described in s. 383.50 shall be nmade and received by the
depart nent.

1. If the report is of an abandoned newborn infant as
described in s. 383.50 and there is no indication of abuse,
negl ect, or abandonnent other than that necessarily entailed in
the infant having been left at a hospital, enmergency nedi cal
services station, or fire station, the departnent shall provide
to the caller the name of a |icensed child-placing agency on a
rotating basis froma list of licensed child-placing agencies
eligible and required to accept physical custody of and to pl ace
newborn infants | eft at a hospital, energency nedi cal services
station, or fire station. The report shall not be considered a
report of abuse, neglect, or abandonnent solely because the
i nfant has been left at a hospital, energency nedi cal services
station, or fire station pursuant to s. 383.50.

2. |If the caller reports indications of abuse or neglect
beyond that necessarily entailed in the infant having been |eft
at a hospital, enmergency nedical services station, or fire
station, the report shall be considered as a report of abuse,
negl ect, or abandonnment and shall be subject to the requirenents
of s. 39.395 and all other relevant provisions of this chapter,
notw t hst andi ng any provisions of chapter 383.

(g) Hotline counselors shall receive periodic training in
encouraging reporters to provide their nanes when reporting
abuse, abandonnent, or neglect. Callers shall be advised of the
confidentiality provisions of s. 39.202. The departnent shal

secure and install electronic equipnent that automatically
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provides to the hotline the nunber fromwhich the call is

pl aced. This nunber shall be entered into the report of abuse,
abandonnent, or neglect and becone a part of the record of the

report, but shall enjoy the sane confidentiality as provided to
the identity of the caller pursuant to s. 39.202.

(h) The departnent shall voice-record all incom ng or
outgoing calls that are received or placed by the central abuse
hotline which relate to suspected or known child abuse, negl ect,
or abandonnent. The recordi ng shall becone a part of the record
of the report but, notw thstanding s. 39.202, shall be rel eased
in full only to | aw enforcenent agencies and state attorneys for
t he purpose of investigating and prosecuting crimnal charges
pursuant to s. 39.205, or to enployees of the departnent for the
pur pose of investigating and seeking adm nistrative penalties
pursuant to s. 39.206. Nething—+n This paragraph does not shatk-
prohi bit the use of the recordings by hotline staff for quality
assurance and training.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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