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HJR 0681 2003
House Joi nt Resol ution

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to Section 11 of
Article V of the State Constitution to provide that
vacanci es on the Florida Suprenme Court and on district
courts of appeal shall be filled by gubernatori al

appoi ntment, subject to confirmation by the Senate, to
provide for the elimnation of judicial nom nating

conmmi ssions for the Suprene Court and for district courts
of appeal, and to provide for inplenmentation by the

Legi sl ature.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the anendnent to Section 11 of Article V of the State
Constitution set forth belowis agreed to and shall be submtted
to the electors of Florida for approval or rejection at the
general election to be held in Novenber 2004

ARTI CLE V
JUDI Cl ARY
SECTI ON 11. Vacanci es. --

(a) Whenever a vacancy occurs on the suprene court or on a

district court of appeal IHh—afudicial—olficetowhichelection
for—retention—apptes, the governor shall nomnate and forward

to the senate for confirmation a single nom nee. Upon successf ul

confirmation by a nmajority of the nenbership of the senate, the

nom nee shall assune office HH—the—vacancy—byappoilnting for a

termending on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in

January of the year following the next general election

occurring at |east one year after the date of confirnation
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HJR 0681 2003

comm-ssion. The Legislature shall provide by general |aw for the

i npl enentation of this subsection.

(b) The governor shall fill each vacancy on a circuit

court or on a county court,—whieretnrthejudges—are—-electedbya
major-ty—vote—ofthe—electors— by appointing for a term ending

on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January of the
year follow ng the next primary and general el ection occurring
at | east one year after the date of appointnent, one of not
fewer than three persons nor nore than six persons nom nated by
t he appropriate judicial nomnating conm ssion. Except as

provided in section 10 of this article, an election shall be

held to fill that judicial office for the termof the office
begi nning at the end of the appointed term

(c) The nom nations shall be made within thirty days from
t he occurrence of a vacancy unless the period is extended by the
governor for a tine not to exceed thirty days. The gover nor
shal |l make the appointnent within sixty days after the
nom nati ons have been certified to the governor.

(d) There shall be a separate judicial nom nating

commi ssi on as provided by general |aw for the-suprere—court-
each—distriect—court—of—appeal—and each judicial circuit for al

trial courts within the circuit. Uniformrules of procedure
shall be established by the judicial nom nating comr ssions at
eachlevel of the ecourt—system Such rules, or any part thereof,
may be repeal ed by general |aw enacted by a ngjority vote of the
menber shi p of each house of the legislature, or by the suprene
court, five justices concurring. Except for deliberations of the
judicial nom nating comm ssions, the proceedi ngs of the

comm ssions and their records shall be open to the public.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the title and substance of the

anendnent proposed herein shall appear on the ballot as foll ows:
FI LLI NG VACANCI ES ON THE FLORI DA SUPREME COURT
AND ON DI STRI CT COURTS OF APPEAL

Proposes an anmendnent to Section 11 of Article V of the
State Constitution to provide that vacancies on the Florida
Suprene Court and on the District Courts of Appeal of this state
shall be filled by a nom nee of the Governor, subject to
confirmation by a majority vote of the menbership of the Senate;
provi des for inplenentation of the nom nation and confirmtion
process by general |aw enacted by the Legislature; elimnates
the judicial nom nating comm ssions for the Suprenme Court and
the District Courts of Appeal and their role in the appoint nent

process for appellate court justices and judges.
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