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Florida Senate - 2003 CS for SB 696

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Saunder s

317-1908-03

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to indigent health care;
anending s. 154.306, F.S.; increasing the cap
on the financial responsibility limts of
counties for the cost of indigent county
resi dents who receive treatnment at
participating hospitals in other counti es;
creating s. 154.317, F.S.; establishing
rei mbursenent procedures and guidelines for the
rei mbursenent of traumm centers by counti es;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 154.306, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

154. 306 Financial responsibility for certified
residents who are qualified indigent patients treated at an
out -of -county participating hospital or regional referra
hospital.--Utimate financial responsibility for treatnent
received at a participating hospital or a regional referra
hospital by a qualified indigent patient who is a certified
resident of a county in the State of Florida, but is not a
resident of the county in which the participating hospital or
regional referral hospital is located, is the obligation of
the county of which the qualified indigent patient is a
resident. Each county shall reinburse participating hospitals
or regional referral hospitals as provided for in this part,
and shall provide or arrange for indigent eligibility
determ nati on procedures and resident certification
determ nati on procedures as provided for in rules developed to
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i mplerent this part. The agency, or any county determ ning
eligibility of a qualified indigent, shall provide to the
county of residence, upon request, a copy of any docunents,
forns, or other information, as determined by rule, which may
be used in nmaking an eligibility determnination

(1) A county's financial obligation for each certified
resident who qualifies as an indigent patient under this part,
and who has received treatnent at an out-of-county hospital
shal | not exceed 45 days per county fiscal year at a rate of
payment equival ent to 100 percent of the per diem
rei mbursenent rate currently in effect for the out-of-county
hospi tal under the nedical assistance program for the needy
under Title XI X of the Social Security Act, as anended, except
that those counties that are at their 10-mll cap on Cctober
1, 1991, shall reinburse hospitals for such services at not
| ess than 80 percent of the hospital Mdicaid per diem
However, nothing—#n this section does not shatH preclude a
hospital that has a formal signed agreenent with a county to
treat such county's indigents fromnegotiating a higher or
| ower per diemrate with the county. A Ne county may not
shatH- be required to pay nore than the equival ent of $6%4 per
capita in the county's fiscal year. The agency shal
calculate and certify to each county by March 1 of each year
t he maxi mum anount the county nmay be required to pay by
mul tiplying the nbst recent official state popul ation estinate
for the total population of the county by$6%4 per capita.
Each county shall certify to the agency within 60 days after
the end of the county's fiscal year, or upon reaching the $6

$4 per capita threshold, should that occur before the end of

the fiscal year, the anmpunt of reinbursenent it paid to al
out -of -county hospitals under this part. The nmaxi num anount a
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county may be required to pay to out-of-county hospitals for
care provided to qualified indigent residents may be reduced
by up to one-half if;—provided—that the amount not paid has or
is being spent for in-county hospital care provided to
gual i fied indigent residents.

Section 2. Section 154.317, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
154. 317 County financial responsibility for traum

care. - -
(1) Notwithstandi ng ss. 154.301-154. 316, each county
shal | participate in supporting a regionalized system of

trauma care which provides rei nbursenent to hospitals that are

trauma centers, approved in accordance with s. 395. 4025.

Fi nanci al responsibility shall be linted to uni nsured or

underinsured inpatients with primary or secondary di agnoses of

DRG 484-487. For purposes of this section, the term

underi nsured" neans insurance coverage for a person who is an

i npatient which is i nadequate to cover the cost of that

patient's care.

(2) Paynent levels may not exceed the statew de

average cost per traumm patient in each |evel of designated

trauma center. Initial paynent rates, subject to annua

updates by the Agency for Health Care Adninistration are:

(a) Level 1: $14,000 per traunma patient;

(b) Level 11: $9,000 per trauma patient; and

(c) Pediatric: $6,000 per traunma patient.

(3) Counties shall be designated as responsible for

payment if:
(a) The county of residence has unspent funds received

under this part at the end of the fiscal year in which the

hospitali zati on occurs.
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(b) The responsible county is currently contributing

to the financial support of a regional traunma systemthrough

direct funding of traunma care, tax district support for

hospitals in the county designated as trauna centers, or under

the terns of an intergovernnental agreenent with other

counties in the trauna region or a witten agreenent with the

nearest traunm center.

(c) The responsible county is exenpt based on the

following criteria:

1. The county population in the nbst recent United

States Census totals fewer than 30,000 residents and the

proportion of county residents with i ncones bel ow the poverty

| evel exceeds 20 percent; or

2. The property tax rate, including special districts

and nmuni ci pal service taxes, of the county equal s or exceeds
10 mills.
(d) Residence in the county at the tine of the

hospitalization is verified by:

1. Current active driver's |license;

2. Mortgage, lease, or rental receipt or letter froma

| andl or d;
3. Water, electric, or other public utility bill in

the nane of the patient or a famly nenber at a residential

address within the county;

4, A state, county, or federal docunent nmiled to the

patient at a residential address within the county;

5. Vehicle registration in the nane of the patient or

a fanmly nenber at a residential address within the county;

6. Voter registration; or

7. Proof of children enrolled in public schools within

the county.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 696

The Commi

Substitute provides a definition for the term
“underin

ee
e?" for the purpose of extending financial
u
I

|
a
a

)
responsi b
fromthe t
certainr
rate equa

tt
ur
ility on counties to fund traunma Care. An exenption
raumma care funding requirenent is provided for

ur counties or counties in which the property tax
I's or exceeds 10 mls.
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