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2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to class size reduction; providing a
popul ar nanme; anending s. 1003.01, F.S.; defining the
terms “core-curricula courses” and “extracurricul ar
courses”; anending s. 1003.03, F.S.; establishing
constitutional class size caps; providing exenptions;
providing for districtw de averages; providing for the
Department of Education to calculate the district average
based on student nenbership surveys; providing a tool box
of 1 nplenmentation options for school districts; providing
accountability for class size reduction neasures; creating
s. 1011.685, F.S.; establishing the dass Size Reduction
operating categorical; providing for the use of funds by
school districts; creating s. 1013.735, F.S.; establishing
the O assroons for Kids Program providing for the

al l ocation of funds; providing requirenents for schoo
district participation; providing for the use of funds;
provi ding for pledges and bond validation of the funds;
provi ding for cash paynment in the use of the funds;
creating the C ass Size Reduction Small County Assistance
Program for fiscal year 2004-2005; providing
appropriations; creating s. 1013.736, F.S.; establishing
the District Equity Recognition Program providing an
appropriation; providing for allocation of the
appropriation on a 5-year basis; providing for school
district eligibility; establishing a district equity ratio
for purposes of calculating the allocation for the
program providing for the use of funds; creating s.
1013.737, F.S.; establishing the Class Size Reduction

Lottery Revenue Bond Program authorizing i ssuance of
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revenue bonds to finance or refinance the construction,

acquisition, reconstruction, or renovation of educati onal
facilities; specifying that said bonds are payable from
first proceeds of lottery revenues transferred to the
Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund; establishing a
covenant wi th bondhol ders to not materially and adversely
affect their rights; providing for issuance of the bonds
by the Division of Bond Fi nance on behalf of the
Departnment of Education; limting the total amount of such
bonds issued; providing for deposit of bond proceeds in
the Lottery Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund;
providing for the filing of conplaints for validation;
providing for timely encunbrances of authorized projects;
anending s. 203.01, F.S.; increasing the rate of the tax
on gross recei pts of conmmunicati ons services; anmending s.
202.12, F.S.; reducing the rate of the tax on the sal es of
communi cations services; anending s. 202.18, F. S.;
revising the distributions of the tax on the sales of
comuni cations services; anending s. 212.20, F.S.;
revising the distributions of sales tax to | oca
governnents; amending s. 215.61, F.S.; revising the

determ nation of the anmount of bonds that can be serviced
by the gross receipts tax |levied and coll ected pursuant to
chapter 203, F.S.; anending s. 24.121, F.S.; renoving
[imtations on lottery revenues that may be pledged to the
paynent of debt service; anending s. 121.091, F. S.;

aut hori zing certain instructional personnel and school

adm ni strators who receive authorization to extend
participation in the DROP, anending s. 1001.42, F.S.;

elimnating a cross reference relating to small school s;
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anendi ng s. 1002.33, F.S.; renoving the cap on the nunber

of charter schools authorized in school districts;
correcting cross references; anmending s. 1002.37, F.S.;
providing for funding of the Florida Virtual School within
the Florida Education Finance Program providing for the
determ nation of a credit; deleting obsol ete | anguage;
creating s. 1002.395, F.S.; creating Florida Learning
Access Grants; providing for school district

participation; providing parental choice options;
provi di ng obligations of participating school districts;
provi ding for parental obligations; providing requirenents
for private school eligibility; providing for an initial
nunber of grants; providing for grant renewal; providing
for disbursenment of grants; limting state liability;
provi di ng obligations of the Departnent of Education;
anending s. 1003.02, F.S.; requiring school districts to
notify parents of accel erati on nechani sm opti ons;
elimnating a cross reference; anmending s. 1003.43, F.S.;
removi ng requirenent for |ife nmanagenment course to be
taken in certain grades; anending s. 1003.436, F.S.;
reduci ng the nunber of hours required for one full credit;
anending s. 1011.24, F.S.; providing that the Florida
Virtual School is a special school district; anending s.
1011.61, F.S.; revising the definition of a full-tinme

equi val ent student to include a Florida Virtual School
student; anending s. 1011.62, F.S.; revising categorical
funds and renoving date limtation for categorica
flexibility, amending s. 1011.68, F.S.; correcting a cross
reference; anending s. 1011.69, F.S.; deleting obsol ete

| anguage; providing that C ass Size Reduction operating
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categorical funds are not subject to the Equity in School -

Level Funding Act; anending s. 1012.56, F.S.; revising the
time period for an official statement of status of
eligibility for certification; revising requi rements for
mastery of general know edge, mastery of subject area
knowl edge, and mastery of professional preparation and
educati on conpetence; anmending s. 1012.57, F.S.; requiring
di strict school boards to adopt rules to allow for the

i ssuance of adjunct educator certificates; revising
provisions relating to the determ nation of expertise in
the subject area to be taught; amending s. 1013.03, F. S.;
requiring the Departnent of Education to review rules
relating to school construction and nake reconmendati ons
for amendnment; anmending s. 1013.31, F.S.; requiring school
districts to periodically update the inventory of
educational facilities; anmending s. 1013.35, F.S.;
elimnating a cross reference; creating s. 1013.368, F.S.;
requiring all new schools constructed by a date certain to
nmeet cost per student station limts; providing an
exception; anmending s. 1013.64, F.S.; deleting exception
fromcost per student station |imts on projects funded
with certain sources of revenue; repealing s. 1012.41,
F.S., relating to enploynent of directors of career and
techni cal education; repealing s. 1013.21, F.S., relating
to reduction of relocatable facilities in use; repealing
s. 1013.43, F.S., relating to small school requirenent;

provi ding severability; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, in 1998, the voters of Florida approved an

120 anendnent to Section 1 of Article | X of the Constitution of the
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State of Florida that required the Legislature to establish, by

law, a uniform efficient, safe, secure, and high-quality system
of free public schools that allows students to obtain a high-
gual ity education, and

WHEREAS, in 2002, the voters of Florida approved a further
amendnment to Section 1 of Article I X of the Florida Constitution
to ensure that students obtain a high-quality education, and

WHEREAS, the voters defined a high-quality education as, by
2010, a prekindergarten through grade 3 core-curricula class
size of no nore than 18 students assigned to a teacher, a grade
4 through grade 8 core-curricula class size of no nore than 22
students assigned to a teacher, and a grade 9 through grade 12
core-curricula class size of no nore 25 students assigned to a
t eacher, and

WHEREAS, Section 1 of Article I X of the Florida
Constitution further requires that such reduced cl ass sizes be
acconpl i shed through a systemthat is both efficient and
uni form and

VWHEREAS, there are a nunber of ways in which the
Legi sl ature could inplenent the provisions of amendnent 9 to the
Florida Constitution that was approved by the voters in 2002,
and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has chosen to focus on student
achi evenent, provide clarity of goals, allow flexibility to
reach those goals, recognize issues relating to equity of
i npl enentation, and require accountability to neet the standards
set forth in the Florida Constitution, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. This act shall be known by the popul ar nane

“The 2003 C ass Size Reduction Act."

Section 2. Subsections (14) and (15) are added to section
1003.01, Florida Statutes, to read:
1003.01 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, the term

(14) “Core-curricula courses” neans traditional self-

contai ned el enentary school classroominstruction and courses

that are defined by the Departnent of Education as nmathematics,

| anguage arts/readi ng, science, social studies, foreign

| anguage, English for Speakers of O her Languages, and

excepti onal student educati on.

(15) “Extracurricular courses” neans all courses that are

not defined as core-curricula courses, which may include, but

are not limted to, physical education, fine arts, perform ng

fine arts, vocational education, and career and technica

educat.i on.

Section 3. Section 1003.03, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

1003. 03 Maxi mum cl ass si ze geals. --

(1) CONSTI TUTI ONAL CLASS SI ZE CAPS.--Pursuant to s. 1
Art. I X of the State Constitution, beginning in the 2010-2011

school vyear:

(a) The maxi num nunber of students assigned to each

t eacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public schoo

cl assroons for prekindergarten through grade 3 shall not exceed
18 students.

(b) The maxi mum nunber of students assignhed to each

teacher who is teaching core-curricula courses in public schoo

cl assroons for grades 4 through 8 shall not exceed 22 students.
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(c) The maxi num nunber of students assigned to each

t eacher who is teaching core curricula courses in public schoo

cl assroons for grades 9 through 12 shall not exceed 25 students.

As alternatives to traditional public schools, charter schools,

the Florida Virtual School, and Advanced Pl acenent,

| nt ernati onal Baccal aureate, Advanced International Certificate

of Education, and dual enrollnent classes are not enconpassed

within the definition of core-curricula courses in public schoo

cl assroons.
(2) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -
(a) Beginning with the 2003-2004 fiscal year, school

districts shall reduce the districtw de average nunber of

students per classroomin prekindergarten through grade 3,

grades 4 through 8, and grades 9 through 12 by at | east two

students per year until the maxi num nunber of students per

cl assroom does not exceed the constitutional class size caps

descri bed in subsection (1).

(b) The Departnent of Education shall annually cal cul ate

each of the three school district average class size neasures

defined i n paragraph (a) based upon the October and February

student nenbershi p surveys. For purposes of determning the

baseline fromwhich each school district’s average class size

must be reduced for the 2003-2004 school year, the departnent

shall utilize data fromthe February 2003 student nenbership
survey.

(c) Prior to the adoption of the district school budget
for 2003-2004, each district school board shall hold public

hearings to revi ew school attendance zones in order to naximze

use of facilities while mnimzing the additional use of
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transportation in order to conply with the two-student-per-year

reduction required in paragraph (a). School districts that neet

the constitutional class size caps described in subsection (1)

are exenpt fromthis requirenent.
(3) TOOLBOX OF | MPLEMENTATI ON OPTIONS.--District school

boards nust consider, but are not linmted to, inplenenting the

following itens in order to neet the constitutional class size

caps described in subsection (1) and the two-student-per-year

reduction required in subsection (2):

(a) Adoption of policies that encourage qualified students

to take dual enroll nent courses.

(b) Adoption of policies that encourage students to take

courses fromthe Florida Virtual School

(c) Repeal of district school board policies that require

students to have nore than 24 credits to graduate from hi gh

school .

(d) Use of nethods to naxim ze use of instructional staff,

such as changi ng required teachi ng | oads and schedul i ng of

pl anni ng peri ods, depl oying school district enpl oyees who have

professional certification to the classroom using adjunct

educators, or using any other nethod not prohibited by | aw.

(e) Use of innovative nethods to reduce the cost of school

construction by using prototype school designs, using SVMART

School s designs, participating in the School Infrastructure

Thrift (SIT) Program or using any ot her nethod not prohibited

by | aw.
(f) Use of joint-use facilities through partnerships with

comunity coll eges, state universities, and private coll eges and

uni versities.
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(g) Adoption of alternative nethods of class scheduling

such as bl ock schedul i ng.

(h) Redrawi ng of school attendance zones to naxin ze use

of facilities while minimzing the additional use of

transportation.

(i) Operation of schools beyond the nornal operating hours

to provide classes in the evening or running nore than one

session of school during the day.

(j) Wilization of year-round schools and ot her

nontraditional calendars that do not adversely inpact annual

assessnent of student achi evenment.

(k) Inplenentation of Florida Learning Access Grants as
provided in s. 1002. 395.

(1) Review and consideration of amendi ng any coll ective

bargai ni ng contracts that hinder the inplenentation of class

si ze reduction.

(m Any other approach not prohibited by |aw.

(4) ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --

(a) Beginning in 2004 and until 2008, the Departnment of
Education shall determ ne by January 15 of each year which

school districts have not net the two-student -per-year reduction

required in subsection (2) for the current year based upon a

conpari son of the school district’s October student nenbership

survey for the current school year and the QOctober student

menbershi p survey for the prior school year. The depart nent

shal |l report such school districts to the Legislature. Each

school district that has not net the two-student-per-year

reduction as identified by the departnent shall be required to

i npl emrent one of the following policies in the subsequent school

year unless the departnment finds that the school district cones
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into conpliance based upon the February student nenbership

survey:

Rezoni ng;

1
2. VYear-round school s;
3

Doubl e sessi ons; or

4. Florida Learning Access Grants as provided in s.
1002. 395.

Requi red school districts shall inplenment the policies outlined

i n subparagraphs 1. through 4. in such a way as to, in the year

of inplenmentation, nake up for any past deficiencies and bring

t he school district into conpliance with the two-student-per -

year reduction goals established for the school district by the

depart ment pursuant to subsection (2). School districts nay

choose to inplenent nore than one of these policies. District

school superintendents shall report to the Comm ssioner of

Educati on on the extent to which the school district inplenented

any of the policies outlined in subparagraphs 1. through 4. in a

format to be specified by the commi ssioner. The departnent shal

utilize the enforcenment authority provided in s. 1008.32 to

ensure that districts conply with the provisions of this

par agr aph.

(b) Beginning in 2008, the Departnent of Education shal

annual |y deternm ne which school districts do not neet the

constitutional class size caps described in subsection (1). In

addition to enforcenent authority provided in s. 1008.32, the

departnment shall develop a constitutional conpliance plan for

each such school district which shall consist of, but is not

limted to, the accountability policies |listed in paragraph (a).

District school boards shall inplenent the constitutional
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conpl i ance pl an devel oped by the departnent until the school

district conmes into conpliance with the constitutional class

size caps. H—is-the goalof the legislature and each district

Section 4. Section 1011.685, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1011.685 C ass Size Reduction operating categorical. --

(1) ALLOCATION.--The Departnent of Education shall

all ocate to each school district an anmount prescri bed by the

Legislature for inplenentation of the class size reduction

provisions of s. 1, Art. I X of the State Constitution. The funds

appropriated in this categorical shall be prorated anong al

school districts based upon each school district’s proportion of

t he Fl orida Education Fi nance Program base fundi ng.
(2) USE OF FUNDS. --C ass Si ze Reducti on oper ating

categorical funds shall be used as follows:

Page 11 of 69

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356

357

HB 0703 2003
(a) School districts that do not neet the constitutiona

cl ass size caps described in s. 1003.03(1) or the two-student-

per-year reduction goals established for the school district by

t he Departnent of Education pursuant to s. 1003.03(2) may use

the funds in any | awful nanner to reduce class size, but should

give priority in the use of the funds to hire or conpensate

cl assroom teachers as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a).

(b) School districts that neet the constitutional class

si ze caps described in s. 1003.03(1) or the two-student-per-year

reduction goals established for the school district by the

departnment pursuant to s. 1003.03(2) may use the funds for any

| awf ul operating expenditure, but should give priority in the

use of the funds to increase the salaries of classroomteachers
as defined ins. 1012.01(2)(a).
Section 5. Section 1013.735, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
1013. 735 dC assroons for Kids Program --
(1) ALLOCATION.--The Departnent of Education shall

all ocate funds appropriated for the C assroons for Kids Program

which is hereby established. It is the intent of the Legislature

that this program be adninistered as nearly as practicable in

t he same manner as the capital outlay program authori zed under
s. 9(d), Art. Xl of the State Constitution. Each district

school board s share of the annual appropriation for the

Cl assroons for Kids Program nust be cal cul ated according to the

followng forrmula, but the share of each school district shall

at a mnimum be at |east equal to the anount required for al

paynents of the school district relating to bonds issued by the

state on its behal f:

(a) Twenty-five percent of the appropriation shall be

Page 12 of 69

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386

387

HB 0703 2003
prorated to the school districts based on each school district’s

per cent age of base capital outlay full-tinme equival ent

nmenber shi p, and 65 percent shall be based on each schoo

district’s percentage of growmh capital outlay full-tine

equi val ent nenbership as specified for the all ocation of funds
fromthe Public Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust
Fund by s. 1013. 64(3).

(b) Ten percent of the appropriation shall be allocated

anong district school boards according to the allocation formul a
ins. 1013.64(1)(a).
(2) DI STRICT PARTI CI PATION. --In order to receive

Cl assroons for Kids Programfunds, a district school board

shal | :

(a) Enter into an interlocal agreenment pursuant to s.
1013. 33.

(b) Certify that the school district’s inventory of

facilities listed in the Florida Inventory of School Houses is

accurate and up to date pursuant to s. 1013. 31.

(3) USE OF FUNDS.--1n order to increase capacity to reduce

class size, a district school board shall expend the funds

recei ved pursuant to this section only to:

(a) Construct, renovate, renodel, repair, or maintain

educational facilities that are in excess of projects identified

in the school district’s 5-year work program

(b) Purchase or | ease-purchase relocatable facilities that

are in excess of relocatables identified in the schoo

district’s 5-year work program

(c) Pay debt service on bonds issued pursuant to this

section, the proceeds of which nust be expended for new

construction, renpdeling, renovation, and nmajor repairs that are
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in excess of projects identified in the school district’s 5-year

wor k program or

(d) Hre or supplenent the salaries of classroomteachers

as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a) pursuant to subsection (6).
(4) PLEDGES.--Each district school board that pl edges
noneys under paragraph (3)(c) shall notify the Departnent of

Education of its election at a tine set by the departnent;

however, the initial notification shall be by Septenber 2003.

The departnent shall review the proposal of each district school

board for conpliance with this section and shall forward al

approved proposals to the Division of Bond Finance with a

request to i ssue bonds on behalf of the approved school

districts. The Division of Bond Finance shall pool the pl edges

fromall school districts nmaking the election in that year and

shall issue the bonds on behalf of the school districts for a

period not to exceed the distributions to be received under s.
24.121(2). The bonds nust be issued in accordance with s. 11(d),
Art. VII of the State Constitution, and each project to be

constructed with the proceeds of bonds is hereby approved as
provided in s. 11(f), Art. VIl of the State Constitution. The

bonds shall be issued pursuant to the State Bond Act to the

extent not inconsistent with this section.
(5) BOND VALI DATI ON. - - Bonds i ssued under this section nust

be validated as prescribed by chapter 75. The conplaint for the

validation nust be filed in the circuit court of the county

where the seat of state governnment is situated; the notice

required to be published by s. 75.06 nust be published only in

the county where the conplaint is filed; and the conplaint and

order of the circuit court nmust be served only on the state

attorney of the circuit in which the action is pending. The
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state covenants with hol ders of bonds issued under this section

that it will not take any action that will naterially and

adversely affect the rights of such holders so | ong as such

bonds are out st andi ng.
(6) CRITERIA FOR CASH PAYMENT.--A school district may only

receive a cash distribution of non-PECO dollars for use pursuant

to paragraph (3)(d) if the district school board certifies to

t he Comm ssi oner of Education that the school district has net

the constitutional class size caps described in s. 1003.03(1).

Section 6. Cass Size Reduction Snall County Assi stance

Program for fiscal year 2004-2005.--There is established the

Cl ass Size Reduction Snmall County Assi stance Program for fiscal
year 2004- 2005.

(1) The purpose of the programis to provide funds to

school districts in small counties to assist with inplenentation

of class size reduction. The programis intended to suppl enent

t he Special Facility Construction Account authorized in s.

1013.64(2)(a), Florida Statutes, and does not affect any award

under that account. However, a school district nmay not receive

an award fromthis programand the Special Facility Construction

Account in the sane fiscal year

(2) The program shall be adm nistered by the Departnment of

Educati on and shall use the procedures established in s.
1013.64(2)(a), Florida Statutes, relating to the Special
Facility Construction Account.

(3) There is hereby appropriated fromthe Public Education
Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund to the Departnent of
Education for fiscal year 2004-2005 the sumof $30 mllion to

i npl emrent this program

(4) For purposes of this section, “snall county” neans any
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county that has an unincarcerated popul ati on of 75,000 or |ess

according to the nost recent decenni al census.

Section 7. There is hereby appropriated fromthe Public
Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund to the
Departnent of Education for fiscal year 2003- 2004 the sum of

$100 million. The purpose of this appropriation is to fund

School Infrastructure Thrift (SIT) Program awards pursuant to
the provisions of ss. 1013.42 and 1013.72, Florida Statutes. The

funds appropriated in this section shall not be subject to the

provisions of s. 216.301, Florida Statutes.
Section 8  Section 1013.736, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1013.736 District Equity Recognition Program--There is

established the District Equity Recognition Program

(1) RECOGNI TI ON FUNDS. -- There i s hereby appropriated for
district equity recognition grants the sumof $500 mllion from
the Public Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund.
The amount of funds authorized for district equity recognition
grant awards is $50 mllion, $75 mllion, $100 mllion, $125
mllion, and $150 mllion in years 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5,

respectively. The funds appropriated in this section shall not

be subject to the provisions of s. 216. 301.
(2) ELIGBILITY.--Annually, the Departnent of Education

shal |l determ ne each school district’'s conpliance with the

provi sions of s. 1003.03 and determ ne the school district’s

eligibility to receive a district equity recognition grant for

| ocal school facilities projects pursuant to this section.

School districts shall be eligible for a district equity

recognition grant if any of the following conditions is net

(a) The school district levies a half-cent | ocal option
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school sales surtax authorized in s. 212.055(6).

(b) The school district participates in the |evy of the

| ocal governnent infrastructure sales surtax authorized in s.
212.055(2).
(c) The school district levies voted nmllage for capital

outl ay purposes as authorized ins. 9, Art. VII of the State

Constitution.
(3) DISTRICT EQU TY RATI O --The Departnent of Education

shall annually calculate a district equity ratio for each schoo

district by Septenber 1 after each fiscal year. The ratio shal

be defined as the sumof three products. Each product represents

the prior year anmobunt of revenue from each revenue | evied as

descri bed in subsection (2) divided by 12, nultiplied by the

nunmber of authorized nonths remaining in each voter referendum

The nunber of nonths renmining shall be cal cul ated as conpl ete

nonths after the |ast day of the prior fiscal year. The

Depart nent of Revenue shall report the anmobunt of voter-approved

revenue described in subsection (2). Only the anount of voter-

approved revenue described in paragraph (2)(b) that has been

identified for school district fixed capital outlay fromthe

prior fiscal year shall be used in the calculation of the

district equity ratio.
(4) ALLOCATI ON AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS. - - The Depart nent

of Education shall allocate the annual anpbunt of funds provi ded

anong all eligible school districts based upon the school

district’s proportion of the funds as deterni ned by the

district’s equity ratio. Funds shall be distributed once a

school district has encunbered the funds.
(5) USE OF FUNDS. --School districts that do not neet the

constitutional class size caps described in s. 1003.03(1) rnust
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use the funds for capital outlay to reduce class size. Schoo

districts that neet the constitutional class size caps nmay use

the funds for any lawful capital outlay purpose.

Section 9. Section 1013.737, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1013. 737 Class Size Reduction Lottery Revenue Bond

Program--There is established the Cass Size Reduction Lottery

Revenue Bond Program

(1) The issuance of revenue bonds is authorized to finance

or refinance the construction, acquisition, reconstruction, or

renovati on of educational facilities. Such bonds shall be issued

pursuant to, and in conpliance with, the provisions of s. 11(d),
Art. VIl of the State Constitution, the provisions of the State
Bond Act, ss. 215.57-215.83, as anended, and the provisions of
this section.

(2) The bonds are payable from and secured by a first

lien on, the first lottery revenues transferred to the

Educati onal Enhancenent Trust Fund each fiscal year, as provided

by s. 24.121(2), and do not constitute a general obligation of,

or a pledge of the full faith and credit of, the state.

(3) The state hereby covenants with the hol ders of such

revenue bonds that it will not take any action which wll

materially and adversely affect the rights of such holders so

| ong as bonds authorized by this section are outstanding. The

state does hereby additionally authorize the establishment of a

covenant in connection with the bonds which provides that any

addi tional funds received by the state fromnew or enhanced

| ottery prograns, video gamng, or other simlar activities wll

first be available for paynents relating to bonds pl edgi ng

revenues avail able pursuant to s. 24.121(2) prior to use for any
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ot her purpose.

(4) The bonds shall be issued by the Division of Bond

Fi nance of the State Board of Adm nistration on behalf of the

Departnent of Education in such anpbunt as shall be requested by

resolution of the State Board of Educati on. However, the total

princi pal anmount of bonds, excluding refundi ng bonds, issued

pursuant to this section shall not exceed $2 billion

(5) Proceeds available fromthe sale of the bonds shall be
deposited in the Lottery Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust
Fund within the Departnment of Educati on.

(6) The facilities to be financed with the proceeds of

such bonds are designated as state fixed capital outlay projects
for purposes of s. 11(d), Art. VII of the State Constitution,

and the specific facilities to be financed shall be identified

by each school district. Projects shall be funded fromthe
Lottery Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund. Each

educational facility to be financed wwth the proceeds of the

bonds i ssued pursuant to this section is hereby approved as
required by s. 11(f), Art. VII of the State Constitution.
(7) Any conplaint for validation of such bonds is required

to be filed only in the circuit court of the county where the

seat of state governnent is situated. The notice required to be

published by s. 75.06 is required to be published only in the

county where the conplaint is filed, and the conplaint and order

of the circuit court need be served only on the state attorney

of the circuit in which the action is pending.

Section 10. The Conmm ssioner of Education shall provide

for tinely encunbrances of funds for duly authorized projects.

Encunbrances nay include proceeds to be received under a

resol ution approved by the State Board of Educati on authori zi ng
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i ssuance of class size reduction |lottery bonds pursuant to s.

11(d), Art. VIl of the State Constitution, s. 1013.737, Florida

Statutes, and other applicable |aw.

Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
203.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

203.01 Tax on gross receipts for utility and
communi cati ons services.--

(1)

(b) The rate applied to utility services shall be 2.5
percent. The rate applied to communications services shall be
as foll ows:

1. Prior to January 1, 2004, 2.37 percent.

2. Beginning January 1, 2004, 2.749 percent.

3. Beginning June 1, 2004, 2.722 percent.

However, notw t hstandi ng subparagraphs 2. and 3., the rate

applied to conmuni cations services that are subject to the

exenption provided in s. 202.125(1) shall be 2.37 percent.

Section 12. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (1) of
section 202.12, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

202.12 Sal es of communi cations services.--The Legislature
finds that every person who engages in the business of selling
conmuni cations services at retail in this state is exercising a
taxable privilege. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
tax inmposed by chapter 203 be admi nistered as provided in this
chapter.

(1) For the exercise of such privilege, a tax is levied on
each taxabl e transaction, and the tax is due and payable as
foll ows:

(a) Except as otherw se provided in this subsection, at a
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rate of 6.8 percent applied to the sales price of the

communi cations service which
1. Oiginates and termnates in this state, or
2. Oiginates or termnates in this state and is charged

to a service address in this state,

when sold at retail, conputed on each taxable sale for the

purpose of remtting the tax due. Begi nning January 1, 2004, the

tax rate applied to the sales price of the conmuni cations

service shall be 6.421 percent. Beginning June 1, 2004, the tax

rate applied to the sales price of the communi cati ons service

shal |l be 6.448 percent. The gross receipts tax inposed by

chapter 203 shall be collected on the sanme taxable transactions
and remitted with the tax inposed by this paragraph. If no tax
i s inposed by this paragraph by reason of s. 202.125(1), the tax
i mposed by chapter 203 shall neverthel ess be collected and
remtted in the manner and at the tine prescribed for tax
collections and rem ttances under this chapter.
(c) At the rate of 10.8 percent on the retail sales price

of any direct-to-hone satellite service received in this state.

Begi nni ng January 1, 2004, the tax rate of 10.421 percent shal

be i nposed on the retail sales price of any direct-to-honme

satellite service received in this state. Beginning June 1

2004, the tax rate of 10.448 percent shall be inposed on the

retail sales price of any direct-to-hone satellite service

received in this state. The proceeds of the tax inposed under

this paragraph shall be accounted for and distributed in
accordance with s. 202.18(2). The gross receipts tax inposed by
chapter 203 shall be collected on the sane taxabl e transactions

and remtted with the tax inposed by this paragraph.
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Section 13. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

202.18, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

202.18 Allocation and disposition of tax proceeds.--The
proceeds of the conmunications services taxes renmtted under
this chapter shall be treated as foll ows:

(2) The proceeds of the taxes remtted under s.
202.12(1)(c) shall be divided as foll ows:

(b) The followi ng portion of the remaining proceeds Sixty
threepercent—of the remainder shall be allocated to the state:

1. Prior to January 1, 2004, 63 percent.

2. Beginning February 1, 2004, 61.617 percent.

3. Beginning July 1, 2004, 61.712 percent.

The proceeds of this paragraph shall be and distributed pursuant

to s. 212.20(6), except that the proceeds allocated pursuant to
s. 212.20(6)(d)3. shall be prorated to the participating
counties in the sane proportion as that nonth's col |l ection of
the taxes and fees inposed pursuant to chapter 212 and paragraph
(1) (b).

Section 14. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section
212.20, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

212. 20 Funds collected, disposition; additional powers of
departnment; operational expense; refund of taxes adjudicated
unconstitutionally collected.--

(6) Distribution of all proceeds under this chapter and s.
202.18(1)(b) and (2)(b) shall be as foll ows:

(d) The proceeds of all other taxes and fees inposed
pursuant to this chapter or remtted pursuant to s. 202.18(1)(b)
and (2)(b) shall be distributed as foll ows:
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1. In any fiscal year, the greater of $500 million, mnus

an anount equal to 4.6 percent of the proceeds of the taxes

col | ected pursuant to chapter 201, or 5 percent of all other
taxes and fees inposed pursuant to this chapter or remtted

pursuant to s. 202.18(1)(b) and (2)(b) shall be deposited in
monthly installnments into the General Revenue Fund.

2. Two-tenths of one percent shall be transferred to the
Ecosyst em Managenent and Restoration Trust Fund to be used for
wat er quality inprovenment and water restorati on projects.

3. After the distribution under subparagraphs 1. and 2.,
9 653-percent of the amount remtted by a sales tax deal er
| ocated within a participating county pursuant to s. 218.61, the

foll owi ng share shall be transferred into the Local Governnent

Hal f -cent Sales Tax Cearing Trust Fund:
a. Prior to February 1, 2004, 9.653 percent

b. Beginning February 1, 2004, 9.678 percent.

c. Beginning July 1, 2004, 9. 700 percent.

4. After the distribution under subparagraphs 1., 2., and
3., of the renmining proceeds, the foll owi ng share 0-065-percent
shall be transferred to the Local Governnent Hal f-cent Sal es Tax

Cl earing Trust Fund:
a. Prior to February 1, 2004, 0.065 percent.
b. Beginning February 1, 2004, 0.0653 percent.
c. Beginning July 1, 2004, 0.0654 percent.

The transfer pursuant to this subparagraph shall be and
di stributed pursuant to s. 218.65.
5. For proceeds received after July 1, 2000, and after the

di stributions under subparagraphs 1., 2., 3., and 4., 225

pereent- of the avail abl e proceeds pursuant to this paragraph,
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the follow ng share shall be transferred nonthly to the Revenue

Sharing Trust Fund for Counties pursuant to s. 218.215:
a. Prior to February 1, 2004, 2.25 percent.

b. Beginning February 1, 2004, 2.263 percent.

c. Beginning July 1, 2004, 2.264 percent.

6. For proceeds received after July 1, 2000, and after the
di stributions under subparagraphs 1., 2., 3., and 4., 1-0#15
perecent- of the avail abl e proceeds pursuant to this paragraph,

the follow ng share shall be transferred nonthly to the Revenue

Sharing Trust Fund for Municipalities pursuant to s. 218.215:
a. Prior to February 1, 2004, 1.0715 percent.
b. Beginning February 1, 2004, 1.0776 percent.
c. Beginning July 1, 2004, 1.078 percent.

If the total revenue to be distributed pursuant to this
subparagraph is at |east as great as the anount due fromthe
Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for Municipalities and the Mini ci pal
Fi nanci al Assistance Trust Fund in state fiscal year 1999- 2000,
no nmunicipality shall receive | ess than the anmount due fromthe
Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for Minicipalities and the Mini ci pal
Fi nanci al Assistance Trust Fund in state fiscal year 1999-2000.
If the total proceeds to be distributed are | ess than the anpunt
received in conbination fromthe Revenue Sharing Trust Fund for
Muni ci palities and the Minicipal Financial Assistance Trust Fund
in state fiscal year 1999-2000, each nunicipality shall receive
an anmount proportionate to the anbunt it was due in state fisca
year 1999- 2000.

7. O the remaining proceeds:

a. Beginning July 1, 2000, and in each fiscal year

t hereafter, the sum of $29, 915,500 shall be divided into as many
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equal parts as there are counties in the state, and one part

shall be distributed to each county. The distribution anong the
several counties shall begin each fiscal year on or before
January 5th and shall continue nonthly for a total of 4 nonths.
If a local or special law required that any noneys accruing to a
county in fiscal year 1999- 2000 under the then-existing
provisions of s. 550.135 be paid directly to the district school
board, special district, or a nunicipal government, such paynent
shall continue until such time that the local or special lawis
anmended or repeal ed. The state covenants with hol ders of bonds
or other instrunents of indebtedness issued by | ocal

governnents, special districts, or district school boards prior
to July 1, 2000, that it is not the intent of this subparagraph
to adversely affect the rights of those holders or relieve |oca
governments, special districts, or district school boards of the
duty to neet their obligations as a result of previous pl edges
or assignnents or trusts entered into which obligated funds
received fromthe distribution to county governnents under then-
existing s. 550.135. This distribution specifically is in lieu
of funds distributed under s. 550.135 prior to July 1, 2000.

b. The departnent shall distribute $166,667 nonthly
pursuant to s. 288.1162 to each applicant that has been
certified as a "facility for a new professional sports
franchise" or a "facility for a retained professional sports
franchi se" pursuant to s. 288.1162. Up to $41, 667 shall be
di stributed nonthly by the departnment to each applicant that has
been certified as a "facility for a retained spring training
franchi se" pursuant to s. 288.1162; however, not nore than
$208, 335 may be distributed nonthly in the aggregate to al

certified facilities for a retained spring training franchise.
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Distributions shall begin 60 days follow ng such certification

and shall continue for not nore than 30 years. Nothing contained
in this paragraph shall be construed to allow an applicant
certified pursuant to s. 288.1162 to receive nore in

di stributions than actually expended by the applicant for the
publ i c purposes provided for in s. 288.1162(6). However, a
certified applicant is entitled to receive distributions up to

t he maxi num anount al | owabl e and undi stri buted under this
section for additional renovations and i nprovenents to the
facility for the franchise w thout additional certification.

c. Beginning 30 days after notice by the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnment to the Departnent of
Revenue that an applicant has been certified as the professiona
golf hall of fanme pursuant to s. 288.1168 and is open to the
public, $166,667 shall be distributed nonthly, for up to 300
nmont hs, to the applicant.

d. Beginning 30 days after notice by the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent to the Departnent of
Revenue that the applicant has been certified as the
I nternati onal Ganme Fish Association Wrld Center facility
pursuant to s. 288.1169, and the facility is open to the public,
$83, 333 shall be distributed nonthly, for up to 168 nonths, to
the applicant. This distribution is subject to reduction
pursuant to s. 288.1169. A lunp sum paynment of $999, 996 shall be
made, after certification and before July 1, 2000.

8. All other proceeds shall remain with the General
Revenue Fund.

Section 15. Subsection (3) of section 215.61, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:
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215.61 State system of public education capital outlay

bonds. - -

(3) No bonds authorized by s. 9(a)(2), Art. XIl of the
State Constitution shall be issued in an amount exceedi ng 90
percent of the amobunt which the State Board of Education
determ nes can be serviced by the revenues derived fromthe
gross receipts tax levied and coll ected pursuant to chapter 203.
In determ ning the anbunt which can be serviced by the gross
recei pts tax, the State Board of Education shall utilize the
aver age annual anmount of revenue collected for the tax periods
during the 24 nonths i mredi ately precedi ng the nost recent
collection date prior to the date of issuance of any such bonds,

adjusted to refl ect revenues whi ch woul d have been col |l ected had

| egi slation enacted into |law prior to the date of determ nation

been in effect during the 24-nonth period. The aforenentioned

adj ust rent shall be based on the assunption that the provisions

of the enacted | egislation had taken effect 24 nonths prior to

the dates contenplated in said |legislation. For purpose of the

approval required by s. 215.73, official estimtes of future
coll ections furnished by the State Board of Education prior to

the estimated date of issuance shall be used to determ ne fisca

sufficiency. However—100 percent—of the ampunt reguired-to

Section 16. Subsection (2) of section 24.121, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
24.121 Allocation of revenues and expenditure of funds for

publ i c education. --
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(2) Each fiscal year, at |east 38 percent of the gross

revenue fromthe sale of on-line lottery tickets, variable
percentages of the gross revenue fromthe sale of instant
lottery tickets as determ ned by the departnent consistent with
subsection (1), and other earned revenue, excluding application
processi ng fees, shall be deposited in the Educati onal
Enhancenent Trust Fund, which is hereby created in the State
Treasury to be administered by the Departnment of Education. The
Departnment of the Lottery shall transfer noneys to the

Educati onal Enhancement Trust Fund at | east once each quarter.
Funds in the Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund shall be used to
the benefit of public education in accordance with the

provi sions of this act. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision of

| aw, a—wexirmof—$180—mlHon—eof lottery revenues transferred

to the Educational Enhancenment Trust Fund in—fiseal—year—1997-
1998 and—for—30—years—thereafter shall be reserved as needed and

used to neet the requirenents of the docunents authorizing the
bonds issued by the state pursuant to s. 1013.68, e+ s. 1013.70,
s. 1013.735, or s. 1013.737 or distributed to school districts
for the Cassroonms First Programas provided in s. 1013.68. Such

|ottery revenues are hereby pledged to the paynent of debt
service on bonds issued by the state pursuant to s. 1013.68, er
s. 1013.70, s. 1013.735, or s. 1013.737. Debt service payable on
bonds issued by the state pursuant to s. 1013.68, e+ s. 1013.70,
s. 1013.735, or s. 1013.737 shall be payable from and are

secured by a first lien on, the first lottery revenues

transferred to the Educational Enhancement Trust Fund in each
fiscal year. Anmounts distributable to school districts that
request the issuance of bonds pursuant to s. 1013.68(3) are

her eby pl edged to such bonds pursuant to s. 11(d), Art. VII of
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year. These funds—areintendedto provide upto-$2.5billionfor
bl hool _facilities.
Section 17. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (13) of

section 121.091, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

121.091 Benefits payabl e under the system --Benefits may
not be paid under this section unless the nenber has term nated
enpl oynent as provided in s. 121.021(39)(a) or begun
participation in the Deferred Retirement Option Program as
provi ded in subsection (13), and a proper application has been
filed in the manner prescribed by the departnent. The
departnment may cancel an application for retirenment benefits
when the nenber or beneficiary fails to tinmely provide the
i nformati on and docunents required by this chapter and the
departnent’s rules. The departnent shall adopt rules
establ i shing procedures for application for retirenent benefits
and for the cancellation of such application when the required
information or docunents are not received.

(13) DEFERRED RETI REMENT OPTI ON PROGRAM - -1 n general, and
subject to the provisions of this section, the Deferred
Retirement Option Program hereinafter referred to as the DROP,
is a programunder which an eligible nenber of the Florida
Retirement Systemnmay elect to participate, deferring receipt of
retirement benefits while continuing enploynent with his or her
Florida Retirenent System enployer. The deferred nonthly
benefits shall accrue in the System Trust Fund on behalf of the
participant, plus interest conpounded nonthly, for the specified
period of the DROP participation, as provided in paragraph (c).
Upon term nation of enploynent, the participant shall receive the
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866 total DROP benefits and begin to receive the previously

867| determ ned normal retirenment benefits. Participation in the DROP
868| does not guarantee enpl oynent for the specified period of DROP
869 (a) Eligibility of nenber to participate in the DROP.--Al
870| active Florida Retirenent System nenbers in a regularly

871| established position, and all active nenbers of either the

872| Teachers’ Retirenment System established in chapter 238 or the
g873| State and County O ficers’ and Enpl oyees’ Retirement System

874| established in chapter 122 which systens are consolidated within
875| the Florida Retirenment Systemunder s. 121.011, are eligible to
876 elect participation in the DROP provided that:

877 1. The nenber is not a renewed nenber of the Florida

878| Retirement Systemunder s. 121.122, or a nenber of the State

879 Community Coll ege System Optional Retirenent Program under s.

880| 121.051, the Seni or Managenent Service Optional Annuity Program
881| wunder s. 121.055, or the optional retirenment programfor the

g8g2| State University Systemunder s. 121. 35.

883 2. Except as provided in subparagraph 6., election to

884| participate is nade within 12 nonths i medi ately follow ng the
885| date on which the nmenber first reaches normal retirenment date,
886| or, for a nenber who reaches normal retirenent date based on

887| service before he or she reaches age 62, or age 55 for Speci al
888| Risk C ass nenbers, election to participate may be deferred to
889 the 12 nonths imediately following the date the nenber attains
890 57, or age 52 for Special R sk Class nenbers. For a nenber who
891| first reached normal retirenent date or the deferred eligibility
892| date described above prior to the effective date of this section,
893| election to participate shall be nmade within 12 nonths after the
894| effective date of this section. A nenber who fails to make an

895| election within such 12-nonth limtation period shall forfeit al
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896 rights to participate in the DROP. The nenber shall advise his or
897| her enployer and the division in witing of the date on which the
g898| DROP shall begin. Such beginning date may be subsequent to the
899| 12-nonth election period, but nust be within the 60-nonth or,

900 with respect to nenbers who are instructional personnel as

901| defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or school

902| adm nistrators as defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have

903| received authorization by the district school superintendent to

904| participate in the DROP for nore than 60 nonths, the 96-nopnth

905| limtation period as provided in subparagraph (b)1. When
906| establishing eligibility of the nenber to participate in the DROP

907| for the 60-nmonth or, with respect to nmenbers who are

908 instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in

909| grades K-12 or school administrators as defined in s.

910 1012.01(3)(c) and who have received authorization by the district

911| school superintendent to participate in the DROP for nore than 60

912 nonths, the 96-nonth maxi num partici pati on period, the nenber nay

913| elect to include or exclude any optional service credit purchased
914 by the nenber fromthe total service used to establish the norma
915| retirement date. A nmenber wth dual normal retirenent dates

916/ shall be eligible to elect to participate in DROP within 12

917 nonths after attaining normal retirenent date in either class.
918 3. The enployer of a nmenber electing to participate in the
919 DROP, or enployers if dually enployed, shall acknow edge in

920/ witing to the division the date the nenber’s participation in
921| the DROP begins and the date the nmenber’s enpl oynment and DROP
922| participation will term nate.

923 4. Simul taneous enploynment of a participant by additiona
924| Florida Retirenent System enpl oyers subsequent to the

925 commencenent of participation in the DROP shall be perm ssible
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provi ded such enpl oyers acknow edge in witing a DROP term nation

date no later than the participant’s existing termnation date or
the 60-nonth limtation period as provided in subparagraph (b) 1.

5. A DROP participant may change enpl oyers whil e
participating in the DROP, subject to the follow ng:

a. A change of enploynent nust take place wi thout a break
in service so that the nenber receives salary for each nonth of
continuous DROP participation. If a nenber receives no salary
during a nonth, DROP participation shall cease unless the
enpl oyer verifies a continuation of the enploynent relationship
for such participant pursuant to s. 121.021(39)(b).

b. Such participant and new enpl oyer shall notify the
di vision on fornms required by the division as to the identity of
t he new enpl oyer.

c. The new enpl oyer shall acknow edge, in witing, the
participant’s DROP term nation date, which nay be extended but

not beyond the original 60-nonth or, with respect to nenbers who

are instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in

V E S

grades K-12 or school adnmnistrators as defined in s.
1012.01(3)(c) and who have received authorization by the district

school superintendent to participate in the DROP for nore than 60

nont hs, the 96-nonth period provided in subparagraph (b)1l., shal

acknow edge liability for any additional retirement contributions
and interest required if the participant fails to tinely
term nate enploynent, and shall be subject to the adjustnent
required in sub-subparagraph (c)5.d.

6. Effective July 1, 2001, for instructional personnel as
defined in s. 1012.01(2), election to participate in the DROP
shall be made at any tine followi ng the date on which the nenber

first reaches nornmal retirenent date. The nenber shall advise his
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956/ or her enployer and the division in witing of the date on which
957| the Deferred Retirenent Option Program shall begin. Wen
958 establishing eligibility of the nenber to participate in the DROP

959 for the 60-nonth or, with respect to nenbers who are

960| instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in

961| grades K-12 or school admi nistrators as defined in s.

962| 1012.01(3)(c) and who have received authorization by the district

963| school superintendent to participate in the DROP for nore than 60

964| nonths, the 96-nonth maxi num partici pation period, as provided in

965 subparagraph (b)1l., the nenber may el ect to include or exclude
966 any optional service credit purchased by the menber fromthe
967| total service used to establish the normal retirenment date. A
968 nenber with dual normal retirenment dates shall be eligible to
969 elect to participate in either class.

970 (b) Participation in the DROP.--

971 1. An eligible nenber may elect to participate in the DROP
972| for a period not to exceed a maxi mum of 60 cal endar nonths or,
973 with respect to nenbers who are instructional personnel as

974| defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or school

975| admi nistrators as defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have

976| received authorization by the district school superintendent to

977| participate in the DROP for nore than 60 nonths, a nmaxi num of 96

978| cal endar nonths imediately follow ng the date on which the

979| nmenber first reaches his or her normal retirenent date or the
980 date to which he or she is eligible to defer his or her election
981| to participate as provided in subparagraph (a)2. However, a

982| nenber who has reached normal retirenent date prior to the

983| effective date of the DROP shall be eligible to participate in
984| the DROP for a period of tinme not to exceed 60 cal endar nonths

985| or, with respect to nenbers who are instructional personnel as
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defined ins. 1012.01(2)(a)-(d) in grades K-12 or schoo

adm nistrators as defined in s. 1012.01(3)(c) and who have

recei ved aut horization by the district school superintendent to

participate in the DROP for nore than 60 nonths, 96 cal endar

nont hs imedi ately following the effective date of the DROP
except a menber of the Special Ri sk Cass who has reached normal
retirenent date prior to the effective date of the DROP and whose
total accrued val ue exceeds 75 percent of average final
conpensation as of his or her effective date of retirenent shal
be eligible to participate in the DROP for no nore than 36

cal endar nonths imrediately following the effective date of the
DROP.

2. Upon deciding to participate in the DROP, the nenber
shall submit, on forns required by the division

a. Awitten election to participate in the DROP

b. Selection of the DROP participation and term nation
dates, which satisfy the [imtations stated in paragraph (a) and
subpar agraph 1. Such term nation date shall be in a binding
letter of resignation with the enployer, establishing a deferred
term nation date. The nenber may change the term nation date
within the limtations of subparagraph 1., but only with the
written approval of his or her enployer;

c. A properly conmpleted DROP application for service
retirement as provided in this section; and

d. Any other information required by the division.

3. The DROP participant shall be a retiree under the
Florida Retirenment Systemfor all purposes, except for paragraph
(5)(f) and subsection (9) and ss. 112.3173, 112.363, 121.053, and
121. 122. However, participation in the DROP does not alter the

participant’s enpl oynment status and such enpl oyee shall not be
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deened retired fromenploynment until his or her deferred

resignation is effective and term nation occurs as provided in s.
121. 021(39).

4. Elected officers shall be eligible to participate in the
DROP subject to the foll ow ng:

a. An elected officer who reaches normal retirenment date
during a termof office nay defer the election to participate in
the DROP until the next succeeding termin that office. Such
el ected officer who exercises this option may participate in the
DROP for up to 60 cal endar nonths or a period of no | onger than
such succeeding term of office, whichever is |ess.

b. An elected or a nonelected participant may run for a
termof office while participating in DROP and, if el ected,
extend the DROP term nation date accordingly, except, however, if
such additional termof office exceeds the 60-nonth Iimtation
established in subparagraph 1., and the officer does not resign
fromoffice within such 60-nonth [imtation, the retirenment and
the participant’s DROP shall be null and void as provided in sub-
subpar agraph (c)5. d.

c. An elected officer who is dually enployed and elects to
participate in DROP shall be required to satisfy the definition

of termnation within the 60-nonth or, with respect to nenbers

who are instructional personnel as defined in s. 1012.01(2)(a)-

(d) in grades K-12 or school administrators as defined in s.
1012.01(3)(c) and who have received authorization by the district

V E S

school superintendent to participate in the DROP for nore than 60

nonths, the 96-nonth limtation period as provided in

subparagraph 1. for the nonel ected position and may conti nue
enpl oynent as an el ected officer as provided in s. 121.053. The

elected officer will be enrolled as a renewed nenber in the
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Elected Oficers’ Class or the Regular Cass, as provided in ss.

121. 053 and 121.22, on the first day of the nonth after
term nation of enploynent in the nonel ected position and
term nati on of DROP. Distribution of the DROP benefits shall be
made as provided in paragraph (c).

Section 18. Subsection (20) of section 1001.42, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.--The
di strict school board, acting as a board, shall exercise al
powers and performall duties Iisted bel ow

(20) SCHOOL-W THI N A- SCHOOL.--1n order to reduce the
anonymty of students in |arge schools, adopt policies to
encourage any | arge school that—dees—not—neet—thedefinition—-of
a—srall—school—as—establi-shedby—s—1013-43{(2) t o subdivi de
into school s-within-a-school that shall operate within existing
resources in accordance with the provisions of chapter 1003.

Section 19. Subsection (13) of section 1002.33, Florida
Statutes, is repeal ed, subsections (14) through (26) are
renunmber ed as subsections (13) through (25), respectively, and
paragraph (e) of subsection (10) and paragraph (a) of present
subsection (21) of said section are anmended to read:

1002. 33 Charter schools. --

(10) ELI G BLE STUDENTS. - -

(e) A charter school may limt the enrollnent process only
to target the foll ow ng student popul ations:

1. Students within specific age groups or grade |evels.

2. Students considered at risk of dropping out of school
or academ c failure. Such students shall include exceptional

educati on students.
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3. Students enrolling in a charter school -in-the-workpl ace

or charter school -in-a-nmunicipality established pursuant to
subsection (15) 36}

4. Students residing within a reasonabl e distance of the
charter school, as described in paragraph (20)(c)2He)}. Such
students shall be subject to a randomlottery and to the
raci al / ethni c bal ance provisions described in subparagraph
(7)(a)8. or any federal provisions that require a school to
achieve a racial/ethnic balance reflective of the conmmunity it
serves or wthin the racial/ethnic range of other public schools
in the sane school district.

5. Students who neet reasonabl e academic, artistic, or
other eligibility standards established by the charter school
and included in the charter school application and charter or,
in the case of existing charter schools, standards that are
consistent with the school's m ssion and purpose. Such standards
shall be in accordance with current state | aw and practice in
public schools and may not discrimnate agai nst ot herw se
qgual i fied individuals.

6. Students articulating fromone charter school to

anot her pursuant to an articul ati on agreenent between the

charter schools that has been approved by the sponsor.
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" L bLi hool _whic) |

(20) (21) SERVI CES. - -

(a) A sponsor shall provide certain admnistrative and
educational services to charter schools. These services shal
i ncl ude contract managenent services, full-time equival ent and
data reporting services, exceptional student education
adm ni stration services, test adm nistration services,
processi ng of teacher certificate data services, and infornation
services. Any admi nistrative fee charged by the sponsor for the
provi sion of services shall be linmted to 5 percent of the
avai | abl e funds defined in paragraph (17)(b)38)-b).

Section 20. Paragraph (h) of subsection (2) and subsection
(3) of section 1002.37, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1002.37 The Florida Virtual School.--

(2) The Florida Virtual School shall be governed by a

board of trustees conprised of seven nenbers appointed by the
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Governor to 4-year staggered ternms. The board of trustees shal

be a public agency entitled to sovereign i munity pursuant to s.
768. 28, and board nenbers shall be public officers who shal
bear fiduciary responsibility for the Florida Virtual School.
The board of trustees shall have the follow ng powers and
duti es:

(h) The board of trustees shall annually submt to the
State Board of Education both forecasted and actual enroll nments

and credit conpletions for the Florida Virtual School, according

to procedures established by the State Board of Education. At a
m ni mum such procedures nust include the nunber of public,
private, and hone education students served by program and by
county of residence distriet.

The Governor shall designate the initial chair of the board of
trustees to serve a termof 4 years. Menbers of the board of
trustees shall serve w thout conpensation, but nmay be rei nbursed
for per diemand travel expenses pursuant to s. 112.061. The
board of trustees shall be a body corporate with all the powers
of a body corporate and such authority as is needed for the
proper operation and inprovenent of the Florida Virtual School.
The board of trustees is specifically authorized to adopt

rul es, policies, and procedures, consistent with | aw and rul es
of the State Board of Education related to governance,
personnel , budget and finance, adm nistration, prograns,
curriculumand instruction, travel and purchasing, technol ogy,
students, contracts and grants, and property as necessary for
optimal, efficient operation of the Florida Virtual School.
Tangi bl e personal property owned by the board of trustees shal

be subject to the provisions of chapter 273.
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(3) Funding for the Florida Virtual School shall be

provi ded as foll ows:

(a) A “full-tinme equival ent student” for the Florida

Virtual School is one student who has successfully conpl eted six

credits which shall count toward the m ni nrum nunber of credits

requi red for high school graduation. A student who conpl etes

less than six credits shall be a fraction of a full-tine

equi val ent student. Half-credit conpletions shall be included in

determining a full-tine equival ent student. Credit conpl eted by

a student in excess of the mninumrequired for that student for

hi gh school graduation shall not be eligible for funding.

(b) Full-tinme equival ent student credit conpl eted through

the Florida Virtual School, including credits conpleted during

the sumer, shall be reported to the Departnent of Education in

t he manner prescribed by the departnment and shall be funded

t hrough the Fl orida Educati on Fi nance Program

(c) School districts shall not limt student access to

courses offered through the Florida Virtual School.

(d) Full-tine equival ent student credit conpletion for

courses offered through the Florida Virtual School shall be

reported only by the Florida Virtual School. School districts

shall report full -tine equival ent student nenbership only for

courses for which the school district provides the instruction.

(e) The district cost differential as provided in s.
1011.62(2) shall be established as 1.00.

(f) The Florida Virtual School shall receive funds for

operating purposes in an anmount determned as follows: nultiply

t he maxi num al | owabl e nonvoted discretionary m |l age for

operations pursuant to s. 1011.71(1) by the val ue of 95 percent

of the current year’s taxable value for school purposes for the
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state; divide the result by the total full-tine equival ent

nmenbership of the state; and nultiply the result by the full -

ti me equi val ent nenbership of the school. The anmount thus

obtai ned shall be discretionary operating funds and shall be

appropriated fromstate funds in the General Appropriations Act.

(g) Additional state funds may be provided in the Genera

Appropri ations Act.

(h) In addition to the funds provided in the Genera

Appropriations Act, the Florida Virtual School may receive ot her

funds fromgrants and donati ons.

Section 21. Section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1002. 395 Florida Learning Access Grants.- -

(1) POPULAR NAME. --This section shall be known by the
popul ar name “The Florida Learning Access Grant Act.”

(2) DI STRI CT PARTI Cl PATI ON. -- School districts nay choose
to inplenment the Florida Learning Access Grants program as a

strategy to reduce class size in their |local school districts

pursuant to s. 1003.03(3). School districts nay be required to

participate in this programto reduce class size if the

Departnent of Education so determ nes pursuant to s.
1003. 03(4) (b).
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(3) PARENTAL CHO CE.--The parent of any K-12 student in a

school district participating in the program pursuant to

subsection (2) who is enrolled and in attendance during the

Cct ober and February FTE enrol l nent counts in a Florida public

school nmay, for the follow ng school year:

(a) Opt to have the student remain in the school in which

the student is enrolled; or

(b) Opt to request, on an annual basis, a Florida Learning

Access Grant of $3,500 to assist the parent in paying for the

student’s attendance at an eligible private school of the

parent’ s choi ce.
(4) PARTI Cl PATI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT OBLI GATI ONS. - - Each
school district participating in this programshall annually by

February 22, for each K-12 student eligi bl e under subsection

(3), notify the parent that the school district has chosen to

offer Florida Learning Access Grants and provide the parent with

t he parental choice options for the follow ng school year as

provided in subsection (3).
(5) PARENT OBLI GATI ONS. - -
(a) The parent shall notify the school district as to

whi ch of the options provided in subsection (3) the parent

w shes to choose.

1. Failure of the parent to provide notification shal

constitute the choice of the option provided by paragraph
(3) (3a).

2. |If the parent chooses the option provi ded by paragraph
(3)(b), the parent nust:

a. (Opbtain acceptance for adnmi ssion of the student to a

private school eligible under subsection (6) as soon as possible

and informthe private school that the student will be using a
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Florida Learni ng Access Grant.

b. Notify the Departnent of Education of the parent’s

request for a Florida Learning Access Gant and the nane and

address of the sel ected private school

c. Agree to provide transportation for the student to the

private school, if necessary.

d. Agree to pay any costs associated with the student’s

attendance at the private school that exceed the annual anount

of the Florida Learning Access Grant.

e. Agree that the education provided by the private school

sel ected shall satisfy the student’s full need for educati onal

services fromthe student’s school.

(b) After the first year of the student’s attending a

private school under the Florida Learning Access Grants program

t he parent nmust annually notify the Departnent of Education if

the parent intends to renew the grant according to the

provi sions of subsection (8) in order for the student to

continue in the program together with the nane and address of

the private school selected for the student for the foll ow ng

year.
(6) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGBILITY.--Eligibility of a private

school shall be determ ned by the parental oversight and

accountability requirenents that, coupled with the exercise of

parental choice, are reasonably necessary to secure the

educational public purpose. To be eligible to participate in the

Florida Learning Access Grants program a private school nust be

a Florida private school, may be sectarian or nonsectarian, and

nmust :

(a) Denonstrate fiscal soundness by being in operation for

1 school year or provide the Departnent of Education with a
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statenent by a certified public accountant confirnm ng that the

private school desiring to participate is insured and the owner

or owners have sufficient capital or credit to operate the

school for the upconm ng year serving the nunber of students

anticipated with expected revenues fromtuition and ot her

sources that may be reasonably expected. In |ieu of such a

statenent, a surety bond or letter of credit for the anmount

equal to the Florida Learning Access Grant funds for any schoo

year nay be filed with the departnent.
(b) Notify the Departnent of Education and the school

district in the service areas in which the school is |ocated of

its intent to participate in the programunder this section as

early as possible, but no later than July 1 preceding the school

year in which it intends to participate. The notice shal

specify the grade | evels and services that the private school

has available for the Florida Learning Access Grants program

(c) Conply with the antidiscrimnation provisions of 42
U S C s. 2002d.

(d) Meet state and |ocal health and safety | aws and codes.

(e) Conply with all state statutes applicable to the

general regul ation of private schools.

(f) If a Florida Learning Access Grant student’s parent so

requests, coordinate with the school district the |ocations and

tines for the student to take all statew de assessnents pursuant
to s. 1008. 22.
(7) INITIAL FLORI DA LEARNI NG ACCESS GRANTS. - -

(a) Initial Florida Learning Access Grants shall be

offered on a first-cone, first-served basis.

(b) The nunber of initial Florida Learning Access Grants

to be awarded shall be determ ned annually by the Departnent of
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Educati on based upon the departnent’s determ nati on of the

nunber that would be necessary to reduce class size to neet the

school district’s two-student-per-year reduction goals

est abl i shed by the departnment pursuant to s. 1003.03(2) or to

nmeet the constitutional class size caps described in s.

1003. 03(1). However, district school boards may authorize nore

Fl ori da Learning Access Grants than the nunber established by

t he departnent.
(8) FLORI DA LEARNI NG ACCESS GRANT RENEWAL. - - For pur poses
of educational continuity and parental choice, a Florida

Learni ng Access Grant, once awarded, shall be renewabl e for as

|l ong as the parent is a Florida resident who opts for

continuation of the grant for the student and the student

lawfully attends an eligible private school through grade 12.

The Florida Learning Access Grant nay be transferred from one

eligible private school to another upon the school’ s acceptance

of the student and the parent’s provision of adequate notice to

t he Departnent of Education. A parent nmay, however, at any tine

opt to return the student to the public school.
(9) FLORI DA LEARNI NG ACCESS GRANT DI SBURSEMENT. - - Upon

proper docunentation revi ewed and approved by the Departnent of

Education, the Chief Financial Oficer shall nake Florida

Learni ng Access Grant paynents in four equal anmpbunts no |ater
t han Septenber 1, Novenber 1, February 1, and April 1 of each
academ c year. The initial paynment shall be made after

Departnent of Education verification of adni ssion acceptance,

and subsequent paynments shall be made upon verification of the

student’s continued enroll nent and attendance at the private

school . Paynent nmust be by individual warrant nade payable to

the student’s parent and mail ed by the Departnment of Education
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to the private school of the parent’s choice, and the parent

shall restrictively endorse the warrant to the private school.
(10) LIABILITY.--No liability shall arise on the part of

the state based on the award or use of any Florida Learning

Access Grant.
(11) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OBLI GATI ONS. - -

(a)l. Upon notification of the nunber of students whose

parents have opted to request initial Florida Learni ng Access

Grants, the Departnent of Education shall transfer from general

revenue funds appropriated to the school district the total

amount of annual $3,500 grants for the school district’'s

students fromthe Florida Educati on Finance Programto a

separate account for the disbursenent of the initial Florida

Learni ng Access Grants.

2. The Departnent of Education shall, in its annual

budget, provide for Florida Learning Access Grants for parents

who wi sh their children to continue participation in the Florida

Learni ng Access Grants program beyond the initial year of

parti ci pation.

(b) The Departnment of Education shall adm nister the

Florida Learni ng Access Grants program and the State Board of

Educati on nay adopt rules pursuant ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to

i npl enent the provisions of this section. However, the inclusion

of eligible private schools within options available to Florida

public school students does not expand the requlatory authority

of the state, its officers, or any school district to i npose any

additional regulation of private schools beyond those reasonably

necessary to enforce requirenents expressly set forth in this

secti on.

Section 22. Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (1) of
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section 1003.02, Florida Statutes, and subsection (4) of said

section is anended, to read:

1003.02 District school board operation and control of
public K-12 education within the school district.--As provided
in part Il of chapter 1001, district school boards are
constitutionally and statutorily charged with the operation and
control of public K-12 education within their school district.
The district school boards nust establish, organize, and operate
their public K-12 schools and educational prograns, enployees,
and facilities. Their responsibilities include staff
devel opnment, public K-12 school student education including
education for exceptional students and students in juvenile
justice prograns, special progranms, adult education prograns,
and career and technical education programs. Additionally,

di strict school boards nust:

(1) Provide for the proper accounting for all students of
school age, for the attendance and control of students at
school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other
matters relating to the welfare of students in the follow ng
fields:

(i) Parental notification of accel eration nechani sns. - - At

t he begi nning of each school year, notify parents of students in

or entering high school of the opportunity and benefits of

Advanced Pl acenent, International Baccal aureate, Advanced

International Certificate of Education, dual enrollnent, and

Florida Virtual School courses.

() hool_within the distei hat_i :
L Cib e Ll school_si : e

1013+~ In order to reduce the anonymty of students in |arge

school s, adopt policies that encourage subdivision of the school
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into school s-within-a-school, which shall operate within

exi sting resources. A "school-w thin-a-school” neans an
operational programthat uses flexible scheduling, team

pl anni ng, and curricular and instructional innovation to
organi ze groups of students with groups of teachers as smaller
units, so as to functionally operate as a snmaller school.
Exanples of this include, but are not limted to:

(a) An organizational arrangenent assigning both students
and teachers to smaller units in which the students take sone or
all of their coursework with their fellow grouped students and
fromthe teachers assigned to the smaller unit. A unit may be
grouped together for 1 year or on a vertical, nultiyear basis.

(b) An organizational arrangenent simlar to that
described in paragraph (a) with additional variations in
instruction and curriculum The smaller unit usually seeks to
mai ntain a programdifferent fromthat of the | arger school, or
of other smaller units. It may be vertically organi zed, but is
dependent upon the school principal for its existence, budget,
and staff.

(c) A separate and autononous smaller unit formally
aut hori zed by the district school board or district school
superintendent. The smaller unit plans and runs its own program
has its own staff and students, and receives its own separate
budget. The smaller unit nust negotiate the use of conmon space
with the | arger school and defer to the building principal on
matters of safety and buil di ng operation.

Section 23. Paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section
1003.43, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1003.43 General requirenents for high school graduation.--
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(1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of either a

m ni mrum of 24 academic credits in grades 9 through 12 or an
| nt ernati onal Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits shall be
di stributed as foll ows:

(i) One-half credit in life managenent skills to include
consuner education, positive enotional devel opnent, marriage and
relationship skill-based education, nutrition, prevention of
human i nmunodeficiency virus infection and acquired i rmune
defici ency syndrone and ot her sexually transm ssi bl e di seases,
benefits of sexual abstinence and consequences of teenage
pregnancy, information and instruction on breast cancer
detection and breast self-exam nation, cardi opul nonary
resuscitation, drug education, and the hazards of snoking. Suech

i hal 1| : F I I I L] I
. oy I I I o

District school boards may award a nmaxi mum of one-half credit in
soci al studies and one-half elective credit for student

conpl eti on of nonpaid voluntary conmunity or school service
wor k. Students choosing this option nmust conplete a m ni num of
75 hours of service in order to earn the one-half credit in
either category of instruction. Credit nay not be earned for
service provided as a result of court action. District school
boards that approve the award of credit for student vol unteer
service shall devel op guidelines regarding the award of the
credit, and school principals are responsible for approving
specific volunteer activities. A course designated in the Course
Code Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 that is taken bel ow
the 9th grade nmay be used to satisfy high school graduation

requi rements or Florida Acadenmi c Schol ars award requirenents as
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specified in a district school board's student progression plan.

A student shall be granted credit toward neeting the

requi rements of this subsection for equival ent courses, as
identified pursuant to s. 1007.271(6), taken through dual
enrol | ment.

Section 24. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
1003. 436, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1003.436 Definition of "credit".--

(1)(a) For the purposes of requirenents for high school
graduation, one full credit neans a m ni mrumof 120 435 hours of
bona fide instruction in a designated course of study that
contai ns student perfornmance standards. The State Board of
Education shall determ ne the nunber of postsecondary credit
hours earned through dual enrollnment pursuant to s. 1007.271
that satisfy the requirenments of a district's interinstitutiona
articul ati on agreenment according to s. 1007.235 and that equal
one full credit of the equival ent high school course identified
pursuant to s. 1007.271(6).

Section 25. Section 1011.24, Florida Statutes, is anmended
to read:

1011. 24 Special district units.--For the purposes of
fundi ng through this chapter and chapter 1013, devel opnent al
research schools and the Florida Virtual School shall be

desi gnat ed as special school districts. Such districts shall be
accountable to the Departnent of Education for budget requests
and reports on expenditures.

Section 26. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1011. 61, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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1011.61 Definitions.--Notw thstanding the provisions of s.

1000. 21, the following terns are defined as follows for the
pur poses of the Florida Educati on Finance Program

(1) A "full-time equivalent student” in each program of
the district is defined in terns of full-time students and part -
time students as foll ows:

(c)l. A "full-tinme equivalent student"” is:

a. A full-time student in any one of the prograns |isted
ins. 1011.62(1)(c); or

b. A conmbination of full-tinme or part-tine students in any
one of the progranms listed in s. 1011.62(1)(c) which is the
equi val ent of one full-tinme student based on the foll ow ng
cal cul ati ons:

(1) A full-time student, except a postsecondary or adult
student or a senior high school student enrolled in adult
educati on when such courses are required for high school
graduation, in a conbination of prograns listed in s.
1011.62(1)(c) shall be a fraction of a full-tinme equival ent
nmenbership in each special programequal to the number of net
hours per school year for which he or she is a nenber, divided
by the appropriate nunber of hours set forth in subparagraph
(a)l. or subparagraph (a)2. The difference between that fraction
or sumof fractions and the maxi num value as set forth in
subsection (4) for each full-tinme student is presunmed to be the
bal ance of the student's tine not spent in such special
educati on prograns and shall be recorded as tinme in the
appropriate basic program

(1) A prekindergarten handi capped student shall neet the

requi renents specified for kindergarten students.
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(I'1'1) A Florida Virtual School full-tine student shal

consist of six full credit conpletions in the prograns listed in
s. 1011.62(1)(c)1., 3., and 4. Credit conpletions can be a

conbination of either full credit or half credit.

2. A student in nenbership in a program schedul ed for nore
or |l ess than 180 school days is a fraction of a full-tine
equi val ent nenbership equal to the nunber of instructional hours
i n menbership divided by the appropriate nunber of hours set
forth in subparagraph (a)l.; however, for the purposes of this
subpar agraph, menbership in prograns scheduled for nore than 180
days is limted to students enrolled in juvenile justice

education prograns and the Florida Virtual School

Students enrolled in both a public school and the Florida

Virtual School are authorized to exceed the 180-day naxi mun

however, the public school may not offer or report the

equi val ent instruction in excess of 180 days or 900 hours. The

departnent shall determ ne and inplenent an equitabl e nethod of
equi val ent funding for experinmental schools and for school s
operating under energency conditions, which schools have been
approved by the departnment to operate for |ess than the m ni num
school day.

Section 27. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
1011. 62, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

1011. 62 Funds for operation of schools.--1f the annual
allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
district for operation of schools is not determned in the
annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenmenting
t he annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

foll ows:
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(5) CATEGORI CAL FUNDS. - -

(b) Fer—fisecal—year—2002-2003 If a district school board
finds and declares in a resolution adopted at a regul ar neeting
of the school board that the funds received for any of the
foll owi ng categorical appropriations are urgently needed to
mai ntai n school board specified acadenm c classroominstruction,
t he school board may consi der and approve an anendnent to the
school district operating budget transferring the identified
anount of the categorical funds to the appropriate account for
expendi ture:

1. Funds for student transportation.

2 Funds for in-service educational personnel training.

3. Funds for safe schools.

4 Funds for public school technol ogy.

5— Fundsfor teacher recrui-tmentand retention—

5.6~ Funds for supplenental academ c instruction.

Section 28. Section 1011.68, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

1011. 68 Funds for student transportation.--The annua
allocation to each district for transportation to public school
prograns, including charter schools as provided in s.

1002. 33(17) (b) 210023318 {b), of students in nmenbership in

ki ndergarten through grade 12 and in mgrant and exceptional

student prograns bel ow ki ndergarten shall be determ ned as
fol |l ows:

(1) Subject to the rules of the State Board of Educati on,
each district shall determ ne the nenbership of students who are
transported:

(a) By reason of living 2 miles or nore from school.
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(b) By reason of being students with disabilities or

enrolled in a teenage parent program regardless of distance to
school .

(c) By reason of being in a state prekindergarten program
regardl ess of distance from school.

(d) By reason of being career and technical, dual
enroll ment, or students with disabilities transported from one
school center to another to participate in an instructiona
program or service; or students with disabilities, transported
from one designation to another in the state, provided one
designation is a school center and provided the student's
i ndi vi dual educational plan (I1EP) identifies the need for the
instructional programor service and transportation to be
provi ded by the school district. A "school center" is defined as
a public school center, community college, state university, or
other facility rented, |eased, or owned and operated by the
school district or another public agency. A "dual enroll nment
student” is defined as a public school student in nenbership in
both a public secondary school programand a conmmunity coll ege
or a state university programunder a witten agreenent to
partially fulfill ss. 1003.435 and 1007.23 and earning full-tine
equi val ent nenbership under s. 1011.62(1)(i).

(e) Wth respect to elenmentary school students whose grade
| evel does not exceed grade 6, by reason of being subjected to
hazar dous wal ki ng conditions en route to or from school as
provided in s. 1006.23. Such rules shall, when appropriate,
provide for the determ nation of nmenbershi p under this paragraph
for less than 1 year to accommpdate the needs of students who
require transportation only until such hazardous conditions are

corrected.
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(f) By reason of being a pregnant student or student

parent, and the child of a student parent as provided in s.
1003. 54, regardl ess of distance from school .
(2) The allocation for each district shall be cal cul ated

annually in accordance with the follow ng forml a:

T =B+ EX The elenents of this fornmula are defined as foll ows:
Tis the total dollar allocation for transportation. B is the
base transportation dollar allocation prorated by an adj usted
student nenbership count. The adjusted nenbership count shall be
derived froma nmultiplicative index function in which the base
student nenbership is adjusted by multiplying it by index
nunbers that individually account for the inpact of the price

| evel index, average bus occupancy, and the extent of rural
popul ation in the district. EX is the base transportation dollar
al l ocation for disabled students prorated by an adjusted

di sabl ed student nenbership count. The base transportation
dollar allocation for disabled students is the total state base
di sabl ed student nmenbership count weighted for increased costs
associated with transporting disabled students and mul tiplying
it by the prior year's average per student cost for
transportation. The adjusted di sabl ed student nenbership count
shall be derived froma nultiplicative index function in which
t he wei ght ed base di sabl ed student nenbership is adjusted by

mul tiplying it by index nunbers that individually account for
the i npact of the price |evel index, average bus occupancy, and
the extent of rural population in the district. Each adjustnent
factor shall be designed to affect the base allocation by no

nore or |ess than 10 percent.
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(3) The total allocation to each district for

transportation of students shall be the sum of the anounts
determ ned in subsection (2). If the funds appropriated for the
pur pose of inplenenting this section are not sufficient to pay
t he base transportation allocation and the base transportation
al l ocation for disabled students, the Departnent of Education
shal |l prorate the available funds on a percentage basis. If the
funds appropriated for the purpose of inplenenting this section
exceed the sum of the base transportation allocation and the
base transportation allocation for disabled students, the base
transportation allocation for disabled students shall be limted
to the anount cal culated in subsection (2), and the remaining
bal ance shall be added to the base transportation allocation.

(4) No district shall use funds to purchase transportation
equi pment and supplies at prices which exceed those determ ned
by the departnment to be the | owest which can be obtained, as
prescribed in s. 1006.27(1).

(5) Funds allocated or apportioned for the paynent of
student transportation services nay be used to pay for
transportati on of students to and from school on |ocal general
pur pose transportation systens. Student transportation funds may
al so be used to pay for transportation of students to and from
school in private passenger cars and boats when the
transportation is for isolated students, or students with
disabilities as defined by rule. Subject to the rules of the
State Board of Education, each school district shall determ ne
and report the nunber of assigned students using general purpose
transportation private passenger cars and boats. The allocation
per student nmust be equal to the allocation per student riding a

school bus.
Page 56 of 69

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

1666
1667
1668
1669
1670
1671
1672
1673
1674
1675
1676
1677
1678
1679
1680
1681
1682
1683
1684
1685
1686
1687
1688
1689
1690
1691
1692
1693
1694

HB 0703 2003
(6) Notw thstanding other provisions of this section, in

no case shall any student or students be counted for
transportation funding nore than once per day. This provision
i ncl udes counting students for funding pursuant to trips in
school buses, passenger cars, or boats or general purpose
transportation.

(7) Any funds received by a school district under this
section that are not required to transport students may, at the
di scretion of the district school board, be transferred to the
district's Florida Education Finance Program

Section 29. Subsections (2), (4), and (5) of section
1011.69, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1011.69 Equity in School -Level Funding Act.--

(2)(a nina_ it scal  disted
hool_d s chall all h_cchool_within the dictei
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&> Beginning in the 2003-2004 fiscal year, district
school boards shall allocate to each school within the district

at | east 90 percent of the funds generated by that school based
upon the Florida Education Finance Program as provided in s.
1011. 62 and the General Appropriations Act, including gross
state and | ocal funds, discretionary lottery funds, and funds
fromthe school district's current operating discretionary
mllage levy. Total funding for each school shall be
recal cul ated during the year to reflect the revised cal cul ati ons
under the Florida Education Finance Program by the state and the
actual weighted full-tinme equival ent students reported by the
school during the full-tinme equival ent student survey periods
desi gnated by the Comm ssioner of Education. If the district
school board is providing prograns or services to students
funded by federal funds, any eligible students enrolled in the
schools in the district shall be provided federal funds. Only
those districts that initially applied for charter school
district status, pursuant to s. 1003.62, and have been approved
by the State Board of Education are exenpt fromthe provisions

of this section.
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ol  cal_fund be_included_inthe distri

" : hodol : L I : 2y
(4)65)> The follow ng funds are excluded fromthe school -

| evel allocation under this section:

(a) Funds appropriated in the General Appropriations Act
for supplenmental academic instruction to be used for the
pur poses described in s. 1011.62(1)(f) are—excludedFfromthe
hool -l | al] . I i L on.
(b) Funds appropriated in the General Appropriations Act

for the Class Size Reduction operating categorical established
ins. 1011.685.

Section 30. Subsections (1), (3), (4), and (5) of section
1012. 56, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirenents. --

(1) APPLI CATION. - -Each person seeking certification
pursuant to this chapter shall submt a conpleted application
containing the applicant's social security nunber to the
Department of Education and remt the fee required pursuant to
s. 1012.59 and rules of the State Board of Education. Pursuant
to the federal Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act of 1996, each party is required to provide
his or her social security nunber in accordance with this
section. Disclosure of social security nunbers obtained through
this requirement shall be limted to the purpose of
admni stration of the Title IV-D program of the Social Security
Act for child support enforcenment. Pursuant to s. 120.60, the
departnent shall issue within 90 cal endar days after the stanped
recei pted date of the conpleted application:

(a) Acertificate covering the classification, level, and

area for which the applicant is deemed qualified; or
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(b) An official statenment of status of eligibility. The

statenent of status of eligibility nmust advise the applicant of
any qualifications that nust be conpleted to qualify for
certification. Each statenent of status of eligibility is valid

for 3 2 years after its date of issuance, except as provided in

paragraph (2)(d). A-statement of status of eligibility my be

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE. - - Accept abl e nmeans of
denmonstrating mastery of general know edge are:

(a) Achievenent of passing scores on basic skills
exam nation required by state board rule;

(b) Achi evenent of passing scores on the Coll ege Level
Academic Skills Test earned prior to July 1, 2002;

(c) A valid professional standard teaching certificate

i ssued by anot her state thatregquires—an—examnation—of—rwastery
of —generalknowledge;

(d) A valid e d hi T : |
another—state—-and valid certificate issued by the National Board

for Professional Teaching Standards or other such nationally

recogni zed organi zation as determ ned by the State Board of

Educati on; or

(e) Docunentation of two senesters of successful teaching

in a conmmunity college, state university, or private college or

university that awards an associ ate or higher degree and is an

accredited institution or an institution of higher education
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identified by the Departnment of Education as having a quality

program A—valid-standard-teachihg—ecertiticateissued by
I | g ) : : )

(4) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWLEDGE. - - Accept abl e neans
of denonstrating mastery of subject area know edge are:

(a) Achievenent of passing scores on subject area
exam nations required by state board rule;

(b) Conpletion of the subject area specialization
requirenents specified in state board rule and verification of
the attai nnent of the essential subject matter conpetencies by
the district school superintendent of the enploying schoo
district or chief admnistrative officer of the enploying state-
supported or private school for a subject area for which a
subj ect area exam nation has not been devel oped and required by
state board rule;

(c) Conpletion of the graduatetevel subject area
speci alization requirenments specified in state board rule for a
subj ect coverage requiring a master's or hi gher degree and
achi evenent of a passing score on the subject area exam nati on
specified in state board rul e;

(d) A valid professional standard teaching certificate

i ssued by anot her state thatregquires—an—examnation—of—rwastery
of —subjectareaknowledge; or

(e) A valid e d hi T : |
another—state—-and valid certificate i ssued by the National Board

for Professional Teaching Standards or other such nationally
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recogni zed organi zation as deternmi ned by the State Board of

Educati on. —o¢r

. Lid 1ar d hi e . Ly
I L d : : : :
ul full ot hi i . .
e : od_i i atel ; he_d :

L . : L i on.
(5) MASTERY OF PROFESSI ONAL PREPARATI ON AND EDUCATI ON

COVPETENCE. - - Accept abl e neans of denonstrating nastery of

pr of essi onal preparation and educati on conpetence are:

(a) Conpletion of an approved teacher preparation program
at a postsecondary educational institution within this state and
achi evement of a passing score on the professional education
conpet ency exam nation required by state board rul e;

(b) Conpletion of a teacher preparation programat a
post secondary educational institution outside Florida and
achi evenent of a passing score on the professional education
conpet ency exam nation required by state board rule;

(c) A valid professional standard teaching certificate

i ssued by anot her state thatregquires—anhexam-hation—-of—rastery
: : : | I : :
(d) A valid e d hi T : |
another—state—-and valid certificate i ssued by the National Board

for Professional Teaching Standards or other such nationally

recogni zed organi zati on as determ ned by the State Board of

Educati on;

(e) Docunentation of two senesters of successful teaching

in a conmunity college, state university, or private college or

university that awards an associ ate or higher degree and is an

accredited institution or an institution of higher education
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identified by the Departnment of Education as having a quality

pr ogr am A—vald—standardteachingecertificateissuedbyanother
| g . : : . ol

(f) Conpletion of professional preparation courses as
specified in state board rule, successful conpletion of a
pr of essi onal educati on conpetence denonstration program pursuant
to paragraph (7)(b), and achi evenent of a passing score on the
pr of essi onal educati on conpetency exanmi nation required by state
board rule; or

(g) Successful conpletion of a professional preparation
alternative certification and educati on conpetency program
outlined in paragraph (7)(a).

Section 31. Subsection (1) of section 1012.57, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

1012.57 Certification of adjunct educators.--

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of ss. 1012. 32,
1012. 55, and 1012.56, or any other provision of lawor rule to

the contrary, district school boards shall adopt rules to all ow

for the issuance of may—+ssde an adjunct teaching certificate to

any applicant who fulfills the requirenments of s. 1012.56(2)(a)-
(f) and who has expertise in the subject area to be taught. An
applicant shall be considered to have expertise in the subject
area to be taught if the applicant has at |east a najor #mRer in

the subject area or denonstrates sufficient subject area mastery

t hrough passage of a subject area test as—determnedby—distriet
school—board—poeliey. The adjunct teaching certificate shall be

used for part-tinme teaching positions. The intent of this
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provision is to allow school districts to tap the wealth of

tal ent and expertise represented in Florida's citizens who may
wi sh to teach part-tinme in a Florida public school by permtting
school districts to issue adjunct certificates. Adjunct
certificatehol ders should be used as a strategy to reduce the

t eacher shortage; thus, adjunct certificatehol ders should

suppl enent a school's instructional staff, not supplant it. Each
school principal shall assign an experienced peer nentor to
assi st the adjunct teaching certificateholder during the
certificateholder's first year of teaching, and an adjunct
certificateholder may participate in a district's new teacher
training program District school boards shall provide the

adj unct teaching certificateholder an orientation in classroom
managenment prior to assigning the certificateholder to a school.
Each adj unct teaching certificate is valid for 5 school years
and is renewable if:

(a) The applicant conpletes a m nimumof 60 inservice
points or 3 senester hours of college credit. The earned credits
must include instruction in classroom managenent, district
school board procedures, school culture, and other activities
t hat enhance the professional teaching skills of the
certificatehol der.

(b) The applicant has received satisfactory perfornmance
eval uati ons during each year of teaching under adjunct teaching
certification.

Section 32. Subsection (13) is added to section 1013. 03,
Florida Statutes, to read:

1013.03 Functions of the departnent.--The functions of the
Department of Education as it pertains to educational facilities

shal |l include, but not be |imted to, the follow ng:
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(13) By October 1, 2003, review all rules related to

school construction to identify requirenents that are outdated,

obsol ete, unnecessary, or otherw se could be anended in order to

provide additional flexibility to school districts to conply

wth the constitutional class size caps described in s.
1003.03(1). The State Board of Education shall act on such
recomendati ons by Decenber 31, 2003.

Section 33. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (1) of
section 1013.31, Florida Statutes, to read:

1013.31 Educational plant survey; |ocalized need
assessnment; PECO project funding.--

(1) At least every 5 years, each board shall arrange for
an educational plant survey, to aid in fornulating plans for
housi ng the educati onal program and student popul ation, faculty,
adm nistrators, staff, and auxiliary and ancillary services of
the district or canpus, including consideration of the |ocal
conprehensi ve plan. The O fice of W rkforce and Econom c
Devel oprment shall document the need for additional career and
adult education prograns and the continuation of existing
prograns before facility construction or renovation related to
career or adult education may be included in the educational
pl ant survey of a school district or community coll ege that
delivers career or adult education prograns. Information used by
the O fice of Woirkforce and Econonmi ¢ Devel opnent to establish
facility needs nust include, but need not be |limted to, |abor
mar ket data, needs analysis, and information submtted by the
school district or community coll ege.

(d) Periodic update of Florida Inventory of School

Houses. -- School districts shall periodically update their

inventory of educational facilities as new capacity becones
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avai | abl e and as unsatisfactory space is elimnated. The State

Board of Education shall adopt rules to determne the tinefranme

in which school districts nust provide a periodi c update.

Section 34. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
1013. 35, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

1013.35 School district educational facilities plan;
definitions; preparation, adoption, and anendnent; |ong-term
wor k prograns. - -

(1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(b) "District facilities work prograni neans the 5-year
listing of capital outlay projects adopted by the district
school board as provided in subparagraph (2)(a)2. and paragraph
(2)(b) as part of the district educational facilities plan,
which is required in order to:

1. Properly maintain the educational plant and ancillary
facilities of the district.

2. Provide an adequate nunber of satisfactory student
stations for the projected student enrollnent of the district in
K- 12 prograns in—accordance—w-th the goalin-s—1013.21.

Section 35. Section 1013.368, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1013. 368 Cost per student station requirenents for

educational facilities.--

(1) Beginning July 1, 2004, all new schools constructed,

i ncl udi ng change orders, regardl ess of the source of funds,

shall not exceed the foll owi ng cost per student station anounts:

(a) $12,755 for an elenentary school (January 2002).
(b) $14,624 for a mddle school (January 2002).
(c) $19,352 for a high school (January 2002).
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The cost per student station limts required by this section

shall be adjusted annually to reflect increases or decreases in

t he Consuner Price | ndex.

(2) This section does not apply to plans for new

educational facilities already under architectural contract on
July 1, 2004.
(3) Charter districts shall not be exenpt fromthis

section.

Section 36. Subsection (6) of section 1013.64, Florida
Statutes, is anmended to read:

1013. 64 Funds for conprehensive educational plant needs;
construction cost maxi muns for school district capital
projects. --Allocations fromthe Public Education Capital Cutlay
and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for capital
outlay projects shall be determ ned as foll ows:

(6)(a) Each district school board nust neet al
educati onal plant space needs of its elenentary, mddle, and
hi gh school s before spending funds fromthe Public Education
Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund or the School
District and Coormunity College District Capital Qutlay and Debt
Service Trust Fund for any ancillary plant or any other new
construction, renovation, or renodeling of ancillary space.
Expenditures to neet such space needs may include expenditures
for site acquisition; new construction of educational plants;
renovation, renodeling, and maintenance and repair of existing
educational plants, including auxiliary facilities; and the
directly related costs of such services of school district
personnel. It is not the intent of the Legislature to preclude
the use of capital outlay funding for the | abor costs necessary

to acconplish the authorized uses for the capital outlay
Page 67 of 69

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

V E S




F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

O

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

2023

HB 0703 2003
fundi ng. Day-l|abor contracts or any other educational facilities

contracting and construction techni ques pursuant to s. 1013. 45
are authorized. Additionally, if a school district has salaried
mai nt enance staff whose duties consist solely of performng the
| abor necessary to acconplish the authorized uses for the
capital outlay funding, such funding may be used for those

sal ari es; however, if a school district has salaried staff whose
duties consist partially of performng the | abor necessary to
acconplish the authorized uses for the capital outlay funding,
the district shall prorate the portion of salary of each such
enpl oyee that is based on | abor for authorized capital outlay
fundi ng, and such funding nay be used to pay that portion.

(b)1. A district school board nust not use funds fromthe
Publ i ¢ Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund or
t he School District and Conmunity College District Capital
Qutl ay and Debt Service Trust Fund for any new construction of
educational plant space with a total cost per student station,

i ncludi ng change orders, that equals nore than:

a. $11,600 for an elenentary school

b. $13,300 for a middle school, or

c. $17,600 for a high school,

(1997) as adjusted annually by the Consuner Price |ndex.

2. A district school board nust not use funds fromthe
Publ i c Education Capital Qutlay and Debt Service Trust Fund or
the School District and Community Coll ege District Capital
Qutl ay and Debt Service Trust Fund for any new construction of
an ancillary plant that exceeds 70 percent of the average cost
per square foot of new construction for all schools.

(c) Except as otherw se provided, new construction
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initiated by a district school board after June 30, 1997, nust

not exceed the cost per student station as provided in paragraph
(b).

(d) The departnent shall conpute for each cal endar year
t he statew de average construction costs for facilities serving
each instructional |evel, for relocatable educational
facilities, for admnistrative facilities, and for other
ancillary and auxiliary facilities. The departnment shall conpute
t he statew de average costs per student station for each
instructional |evel. Cost per student station includes contract
costs, legal and adm nistrative costs, fees of architects and
engi neers, furniture and equi pnent, and site inprovenent costs.
Cost per student station does not include the cost of purchasing

or leasing the site for the construction or the cost of related

of fsite i nprovenents.

Section 37. Sections 1012.41, 1013.21, and 1013. 43,
Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.

Section 38. |If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect without the

invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions

of this act are decl ared sever abl e.

Section 39. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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