Florida Senate - 2003 SB 714

By Senator Wassernman Schultz

34-391- 03
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to conmercial notor vehicles;
3 prohi biting the Departnment of H ghway Safety
4 and Motor Vehicles fromissuing a notor vehicle
5 registration or title to a conmercial notor
6 vehicle if the gross vehicle weight of the
7 vehi cl e has been changed; requiring the
8 departnment to reissue the registration and
9 title upon presentation of an affidavit of
10 change fromthe original manufacturer or
11 final -stage manufacturer; defining the terns
12 "original manufacturer" and "final -stage
13 manuf acturer"; requiring the departnent to
14 revoke the registration and title of a
15 conmercial motor vehicle if the vehicle's
16 i ndi cated gross vehicle weight is incorrect;
17 providi ng penalties for knowi ngly operating a
18 commercial notor vehicle without notifying the
19 departnment and obtaining a reissued
20 registration and title if the vehicle's gross
21 vehi cl e wei ght has been changed; providing an
22 ef fective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Change in gross vehicle weight of a
27 | commercial nmotor vehicle; requirenents; penalties.--
28 (1) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
29 | Vehicles may not issue a notor vehicle registration or title
30| to a commercial notor vehicle if the gross vehicle weight of
31| the commercial notor vehicle has been changed unl ess an
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affidavit of change is obtained fromthe origi nal nmanufacturer

or final-stage manufacturer stating that the vehicle conforns

to federal safety standards. Upon presentation of an affidavit

of change, the departnent shall reissue the notor vehicle

registration and title, which nust indicate the vehicle's

correct gross vehicle weight. As used in this section, the

term
(a) "Final-stage manufacturer" nmeans a nanufacturer

that perforns nmanufacturing operations on an inconplete

vehicle so that it becones a conplete vehicle and may be used

for its intended purpose.

(b) "Oiginal manufacturer" neans any person, whether

a resident or nonresident of this state, who nmanufactures or

assenbl es notor vehicles or who manufactures or installs on

previously assenbl ed truck chassis special bodi es or equi pnent

that, when installed, forman integral part of the notor

vehicle and that constitute a nmajor manufacturing alteration

The termincludes a central or principal sales corporation or

other entity through which, by contractual agreenent or

ot herwi se, such products are distribut ed.
(2) |If the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor
Vehi cl es determnes that the notor vehicle registration or

title for a commercial notor vehicle does not indicate the

correct gross vehicle weight, the departnment shall notify the

owner that his or her registration and title are revoked.

(3)(a) Any person who knowi ngly operates a commerci al

notor vehicle after the gross vehicle weight has been changed

wi thout notifying the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or

Vehi cl es and presenting an affidavit of change commits a

m sdeneanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082 or s. 775.083.
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1 (b) Upon a third or subsequent conviction for a

2| violation of paragraph (a), the departnent shall revoke the

3| person's conmercial driver's license.

4 Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2003.
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8 Requires that a reissued notor vehicle registration or.
title nust be obtained for a commercial nbtor vehicle if

9 the_gross vehi cl e weight is changed. Requires that an
affidavit of change fromthe origi nal manufacturer or

10 final-stage manufacturer be provided to the Departnent of
Hlﬂhmay Safety and Mbtor Vehicles indicating that the

11 vehicle conforms to federal safety standardS. Requires
the departnent to revoke the registration and title of a

12 commercial _ notor vehicle if the vehicle's indicated gross
vehicle weight is incorrect. Provides penalties. (Seée

13 bill for defails.)
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