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HB 0715 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to court-appoi nted psychol ogi sts; creating
s. 490.0122, F.S.; providing that court-appointed
psychol ogi sts appointed to conduct a child custody

eval uation shall be deemed to be acting in good faith
under certain circunmstances; providing criteria for suits
agai nst a court-appoi nted psychol ogi st; providing that
certain adm nistrative conplaints cannot be filed
anonynously; providing for the paynent of attorney's fees

and certain costs; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 490.0122, Florida Statutes, is created

to read:
490. 0122 Court-appoi nted psychol ogists; imunity; actions

agai nst; attorney's fees. --

(1) Any psychol ogi st participating in a judicial

proceedi ng who has been court appointed to conduct a child

cust ody eval uation shall be presuned to be acting in good faith

if the eval uation has been conducted pursuant to standards that

a reasonabl e psychol ogi st woul d have used as recomended by The

Aneri can Psychol ogi cal Association’s GQuidelines for Child

Cust ody Eval uation in Divorce Proceedi ngs.

(2) In a child custody hearing, in order for a parent or

| egal guardian to be able to file suit agai nst a court-appointed

psychol ogi st who has acted in good faith, the parent or |egal

guardi an nust first petition the judge who presi ded over the

child custody hearing to appoi nt another psychol ogi st, upon
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HB 0715 2003
showi ng good cause, and shall be responsible for all court costs

and attorney’ s fees.

(3) Any adm nistrative conplaint filed against a

psychol ogi st following a child custody eval uati on shall not be

filed anonynmously. The nane, address, and phone nunber of the

party filing the conplaint nust be included as part of the

conpl ai nt .

(4) Once a suit is filed against a court-appointed

psychol ogist in a child custody hearing in civil, crimnal, or

adm ni strative court, the clainmant shall be responsible for al

attorney’s fees associated with said suit for both parties to

the extent that the psychologist is not held liable in civil,

crimnal, or admnistrative court. The cl ai nant nust pay

adm nistrative fees at the prevailing state hourly rate and nust

rei nburse the psychol ogist for all reasonable fees associ ated

wth | oss of work that was necessary in defending the claimif

t he psychol ogist is found not qguilty.

(5) If the psychologist is held liable in civil court, the

psychol ogi st nust pay all attorney's fees and court costs for

t he cl ai mant.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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