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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No.HB 723 CS

Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative Farkas offered the follow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendnent)

Between |ines 128 and 129, insert:

Section 2. Section 624.603, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

624. 603 "Health insurance" defined.--"Health insurance,"”
al so known as "disability insurance,” is insurance of human
bei ngs against bodily injury, disablenent, or death by acci dent
or accidental nmeans, or the expense thereof, or against
di sabl enent or expense resulting from sickness, and every
i nsurance appertaining thereto. Health insurance does not
i ncl ude workers' conpensation coverages, except as provided in
s. 624. 406.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) of section
627.410, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
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627.410 Filing, approval of formns. --

(6)

(b) The departnment nay establish by rule, for each type of
heal th i nsurance form procedures to be used in ascertaining the
reasonabl eness of benefits in relation to premumrates and may,
by rule, exenpt fromany requirenent of paragraph (a) any health
i nsurance policy formor type thereof (as specified in such
rule) to which formor type such requirenents nmay not be
practically applied or to which formor type the application of
such requirenments is not desirable or necessary for the

protection of the public. Alaw restricting or limting

deducti bl es, coi nsurance, copaynents, or annual or lifetine

maxi mum paynents shall not apply to any health plan policy

of fered or delivered to an individual or to a group of 51 or

nore persons whi ch provi des coverage as described in s.

627.6561(5)(a)2. Wth respect to any health insurance policy

formor type thereof which is exenpted by rule from any
requi renent of paragraph (a), premumrates filed pursuant to

Ss. 627.640 and 627.662 shall be for informational purposes.

Section 4. Section 627.6410, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

627. 6410 Optional coverage for speech, | anguage,
swal | owi ng, and hearing di sorders. - -

(1) Insurers issuing individual health insurance policies

in this state shall nmake available to the policyhol der as part

of the application for any such policy of insurance, for an

appropriate additional premum the benefits or |evels of
benefits specified in the Decenber 1999 Fl ori da Medi cai d Ther apy

Servi ces Handbook for genetic or congenital disorders or
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condi tions involving speech, | anguage, swall owi ng, and heari ng

and a hearing aid and earnolds benefit at the | evel of benefits

specified in the January 2001 Florida Medicaid Hearing Services
Handbook.

(2) This section does not apply to specified accident,
specified di sease, hospital indemity, limted benefit,
disability incone, or long-term care insurance policies.

(3) Such optional coverage is not required to be offered

when substantially simlar benefits are included in the policy

of insurance issued to the policyhol der.

(4) This section does not require or prohibit the use of a

provi der networKk.

(5) This section does not prohibit an insurer from

requiring prior authorization for the benefits under this

secti on.

z================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Renmove |ine 31, and insert:

program anending s. 624.603, F.S.; providing an exceptionto

i ncl ude workers’ conpensati on coverages in health insurance;
anendi ng s. 627.410, F.S.; exenpting individuals and certain
groups fromlaws restricting or limting coinsurance,

copaynents, or annual or lifetine maxi num paynents; creating s.
627. 6410, F.S.; providing for optional coverage in health

i nsurance policies for speech, |anguage, swallow ng, and hearing

di sorders; providing an exclusion; providing exceptions;
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85| providing a limtation; anmending s. 627.651, F.S.; correcting a
86| cross
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