© 0 N O O b W N B

e
= O

N RN DN NNNDNR R R 2 2 2 P
o 01 A WO NP O O 0N O O D WOWN

HOUSE ANMENDIVENT
Bill No.HB 723 CS
Amendnment No. (for drafter’s use only)
CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Representative C arke offered the foll ow ng:

Amendnent (with title amendnent)
Bet ween |ines 1320 and 1321, insert:
Section 25. (1)(a) The Legislature finds that a

significant proportion of the enployees of this state are unabl e

to obtain affordable health i nsurance coverage.

(b) The Legislature also finds that enpl oyees bei ng abl e

to obtain and nmaintain health insurance results in a nore stable

and productive workforce.

(c) The Legislature finds that snall enpl oyers, health

care providers, and conmunity-based organi zations are in the

best position to assess their needs and propose sol utions

regardi ng i nproving access to health care coverage.

(d) The Legislature finds that governnent regul ati on and

tradi tional approaches to providing health care coverage can
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often stifle innovation and may hi nder access to obtaining

af f ordabl e heal th i nsurance.

(e) The Legislature finds that the inplenentation of pilot

projects offers viable opportunities to inplenent, test, and

eval uate | ocally based experinental approaches.

(f) The Legislature finds that pilot projects provide

practical neans to assess neasures to streanline unnecessary and

potentially counterproductive regul ation.

(2)(a) It is the intent of the Legislature to expand the

availability of health care options for uninsured enpl oyees by

encouragi ng snall enpl oyers, health care providers, and

communi ty- based organi zations to devel op i nnovative alternative

approaches to traditional health insurance.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to establish a

process to review requests for the initiation of pilot projects

t hat propose i nnovative approaches to increase access to

af fordabl e health care coverage.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature to have interested

parties submt their pilot project proposals for consideration

before the 2004 Legi sl ati ve Sessi on.

(3) There is established a review process for subm ssion

of proposals for pilot projects initiated by snall enpl oyers,

heal th providers and community based organi zati ons. |Interested

parties shall submt proposals, with specific reconmendati ons

for legislation, to the Coormittee on Banki ng and | nsurance of

the Florida Senate and the Commttee on | nsurance of the Florida

House of Representatives by January 15, 2004. Proposals for

pil ot projects shall be based upon the foll owi ng objectives and

requi renents:
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(a) The proposal shall provide health care coverage to

enpl oyees of snall enpl oyers groups, as defined in s.
627.6699(3)(v), Florida Statutes, that have been wi thout health
insurance for at least 6 nonths prior to the effective date of

cover age.
(b) To be eligible for coverage, the average incone of

enpl oyees from each participating snall enployer nmay not exceed

250 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

(c) The proposal nust describe the health services to be

of fered. The nature and extent of health services provided need

not be subject to current requirenments regardi ng nandat ed

benefits or limtations or restrictions regardi ng deducti bl es,

coi nsurance, copaynents, or annual or |ifetine naxi rum paynents.

(d) The health care coverage proposed for a pilot project

shal | be provided in a designated geographic area.

(e) The proposal shall enphasi ze preventive care and shal

specify the utilization review neasures which will be foll owed.

(f) The proposal must include specifics on pricing,

provi der reinbursenent, and processes to ensure actuarial and

fi scal soundness.

(g) The proposal shall specify the areas of the |nsurance

Code and administrative rules by which the project will be

governed based upon the prem se that the project shall be

subject to regulation only to the extent necessary to protect

the participants of the pilot project.

(h) The proposal may contain any other options and

recommendati ons which address the goal of nmaking health

i nsurance nore avail able and affordable to enpl oyees of snall

enpl oyers.
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z================ T | TLE AMENDMENT =================
Renmove line(s) 73, and insert:

cross references; providing findings; providing |egislative

intent; creating a review process for consideration of pil ot

projects which provide health care coverage for certain

uni nsured private sector enpl oyees; providing proposal

obj ectives and requirenents; providing an effective date.
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