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HB 0727 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to Escanbia County; providing for the
relief of Bronwen Dodd; authorizing and directing the

Di strict School Board of Escanbia County to conpensate
Bronwen Dodd for personal injuries that she suffered due
to the negligence of an enpl oyee of the school board;
providing for attorney's fees and costs; providing an

effective date.

WHEREAS, on the afternoon of March 24, 1997, an acci dent
i nvol ving an autonobile and a school bus occurred at the
intersection of Summt Boul evard and Goya Drive in Escanbia
County, and

VWHEREAS, Bronwen Dodd was driving a 1988 Honda eastwardly
on Summ t Boul evard, and a driver enployed by the Escanbia
County School Board was driving a school bus westwardly on
Summ t Boul evard, and

WHEREAS, the driver of the school bus had stopped and
turned left in order to go south on Goya Drive, and

WHEREAS, as the school bus was turning south onto Goya
Drive, it struck Bronwen Dodd's Honda, causing that vehicle to
collide with another car that was stopped on Goya Drive, and

WHEREAS, a court subsequently found that the driver of the
school bus violated the right-of-way in naking the turn, and

WHEREAS, as a result of the accident, Bronwen Dodd suffered
severe injuries, including: a closed-head injury (with |loss of
consci ousness); basilar skull, tenporal, and sinus fractures; a
fractured mandi bl e; cranial nerve injury; significant dental
injuries with nultiple avulsions of her left incisor, her |eft

nmedi al incisor, maxillary teeth, and canines; bil ateral
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pneunot horaces; a punctured lower lip; a |lacerated tongue;

multiple lacerations to her arm face, and |lower extremties;
and optical and auditory damage, and

VWHEREAS, those injuries necessitated extensive nedical
treatnent, rehabilitation, and restorative treatnents, and

WHEREAS, litigation relating to this accident was begun
and, after two unsuccessful attenpts at nediation, both parties
agreed to participate in binding arbitration, which took place
on Decenber 18, 2000, and

WHEREAS, on Decenber 20, 2000, the arbitration panel
awar ded Bronwen Dodd $275, 000, which did not include any award
for past nedical expenses, and

WHEREAS, after the arbitrators assessed 20 percent
negl i gence to Bronwen Dodd, her award was reduced to $220, 000,
and

WHEREAS, a final judgnment in the anpbunt of $340,999.75 was
ent ered agai nst the Escanbia County School Board on May 21,
1999, and

VWHEREAS, the Escanbia County School Board will pay to
Bronwen Dodd the sum of $100, 000, which is the statutory limt
pursuant to s. 768.28, Florida Statutes, and Bronwen Dodd is,
therefore, petitioning the Legislature for further rei nmbursenent
in the amount of $240,999.75, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this act

are found and declared to be true.
Section 2. The District School Board of Escanbia County is

aut hori zed and directed to appropriate fromfunds of the county
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not otherw se appropriated and to draw a warrant in the anpunt

of $240,999. 75, which anount includes statutory attorney's fees

and costs, payable to Bronwen Dodd as conpensation for injuries

and damages sustained as a result of the negligence of an

enpl oyee of the school board.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becom ng a | aw.
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