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HB 0759 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to the John M MKay Schol arshi ps for
Students with Disabilities Program anending s. 1002. 39,
F.S.; providing a restriction with respect to the transfer
bet ween school s by a student receiving a John M MKay
Schol arship; providing a restriction with respect to the

| evel of funding for students receiving schol arshi ps;

provi ding an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(6) of section 1002.39, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

1002.39 The John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with
Disabilities Program--There is established a programthat is
separate and distinct fromthe Qpportunity Schol arshi p Program
and is nanmed t he John M MKay Schol arshi ps for Students with
Disabilities Program pursuant to this section.

(2) SCHOLARSHI P ELIGBILITY.--The parent of a public
school student with a disability who is dissatisfied with the
student's progress nay request and receive fromthe state a John
M MKay Schol arship for the child to enroll in and attend a
private school in accordance with this section if:

(a) By assigned school attendance area or by speci al
assignnment, the student has spent the prior school year in
attendance at a Florida public school. Prior school year in
attendance neans that the student was enrolled and reported by a
school district for funding during the precedi ng Oct ober and
February Florida Education Finance Program surveys in

ki ndergarten through grade 12.
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HB 0759 2003
(b) The parent has obtai ned acceptance for adm ssion of

the student to a private school that is eligible for the program
under subsection (4) and has notified the school district of the
request for a scholarship at |least 60 days prior to the date of
the first scholarship paynment. The parental notification nust be
t hrough a communication directly to the district or through the
Departnent of Education to the district in a manner that creates
a witten or electronic record of the notification and the date

of receipt of the notification.

This section does not apply to a student who is enrolled in a
school operating for the purpose of providing educational
services to youth in Departnent of Juvenile Justice comm tnent
prograns. For purposes of continuity of educational choice, the
schol arship shall remain in force until the student returns to a
public school or graduates from high school. However, at any
time, the student's parent nmay renove the student fromthe
private school and place the student in another private schoo
that is eligible for the programunder subsection (4) or in a

public school as provided in subsection (3). A student using a

John M MKay Schol arship at a private school who returns to a

public school during the school year is ineligible to transfer

to a private school using a John M MKay Scholarship for the

remai nder of the school year.
(6) SCHOLARSH P FUNDI NG AND PAYMENT. - -

(a)l. The maxi mum schol arship granted for an eligible

student with disabilities shall be a cal cul ated anount
equi val ent to the base student allocation in the Florida
Educati on Finance Program multiplied by the appropriate cost

factor for the educational programthat woul d have been provided
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for the student in the district school to which he or she was

assigned, nmultiplied by the district cost differential.

2. In addition, a share of the guaranteed allocation for
exceptional students shall be determ ned and added to the
cal cul ated anmpbunt. The cal cul ati on shall be based on the
nmet hodol ogy and the data used to cal cul ate the guarant eed
all ocation for exceptional students for each district in chapter
2000- 166, Laws of Florida. Except as provided in subparagraph
3., the calculation shall be based on the student's grade,
matrix | evel of services, and the difference between the 2000-
2001 basic program and the appropriate |evel of services cost
factor, nmultiplied by the 2000-2001 base student allocation and
t he 2000- 2001 district cost differential for the sending
district. Also, the cal cul ated amount shall include the per-
student share of supplenental academ c instruction funds,
instructional materials funds, technol ogy funds, and ot her
categorical funds as provided for such purposes in the CGenera
Appropriations Act.

3. Until the school district conpletes the matrix required
by paragraph (3)(b), the calculation shall be based on the
matri x that assigns the student to support level | of service as
it existed prior to the 2000-2001 school year. Wen the school
district conpletes the matrix, the ampunt of the paynent shall

be adj usted as needed.

The | evel of funding for students receiving a John M MKay

Schol arship shall not increase unless the school district from

whi ch the funds are deducted agrees to such increase. In no case

shall an increase in the |evel of funding exceed the revenue

recei ved by the school district fromthe state.
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91 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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