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L ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI

HB 0789 2003
A Dbill to be entitled

An act relating to specialty license plates; anending ss.
320. 08056 and 320.08058, F.S.; creating the Stop Heart

Di sease license plate; providing for distribution to the
Fl orida Heart Research Foundation of annual use fees
received fromthe sale of such plates; providing an

ef fecti ve date.

VWHEREAS, heart disease is the |eading cause of death and
disability in this country and in the State of Florida, claimng
the lives of nore than 2,600 Anmericans every day, an average of
one death every 33 seconds, and cardi ovascul ar di sease accounts
for over 40 percent of all deaths, claimng nore |lives each year
t han the next seven | eadi ng causes of death conbi ned, and

WHEREAS, nore than 61 mllion Americans suffer from
cardi ovascul ar di sease, including high blood pressure, coronary
heart di sease, stroke, congestive heart failure, and other
condi tions, and

VWHEREAS, 25 percent of males and 38 percent of fenales who
experience a heart attack die within 1 year, and

WHEREAS, 50 percent of nen and 63 percent of wonen who die
of sudden cardi ac death experience no previous synptons of
coronary heart disease, and

VWHEREAS, cardi ovascul ar di sease takes an astoni shing tol
on the econony through health care costs, |ost wrk days, and
| ower ed productivity, which costs are estimated to reach $330
billion in 2002, and

WHEREAS, al nost 20 percent of all Social Security

disability paynments are nade to disabl ed Arericans with heart

di sease, and
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HB 0789 2003
WHEREAS, nen and wonen are at equal risk for cardi ovascul ar

di sease and are also affected as husbands, w ves, fathers,
not hers, brothers, sisters, children, and friends of people
suffering from cardi ovascul ar di sease, and

WHEREAS, in Florida, there will be over 65,000 deaths per
year from cardi ovascul ar di sease, and hospitalization costs to
care for Floridians with cardi ovascul ar disease will top $4.4
billion per year, and

VWHEREAS, the only hope of ending this disease is through
research ainmed at discovering its cause, its cure, and, nost
importantly, its prevention, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Heart Research Foundation was
devel oped for cardi ovascul ar research, education, and prevention
progranms throughout the State of Florida, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (nmm is added to subsection (4) of
section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:

320. 08056 Specialty license plates.--

(4) The followi ng license plate annual use fees shall be
collected for the appropriate specialty |license plates:

(mm Stop Heart Disease license plate, $25.

Section 2. Subsection (39) is added to section 320. 08058,
Florida Statutes, to read:

320. 08058 Specialty license plates.--
(39) STOP HEART DI SEASE LI CENSE PLATES. - -
(a) Notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 320.08053, the

departnment shall develop a Stop Heart D sease |license plate as

provided in this section. Stop Heart Di sease |license pl ates nust
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bear the colors and design approved by the departnent. The pl ate

shal|l be designed to include a red, white, and bl ue background

with a slanted heart shape in the mddle of the plate. The word

"Florida" shall appear at the top of the plate in yell ow

outlined in black, and the words "Stop Heart D sease" shal

appear at the bottomof the plate in yell ow.

(b) The departnent shall remt the proceeds of the annual

use fee to the Florida Heart Research Foundation. The first
$80, 000 of the use fee given to the Florida Heart Research
Foundati on shall be used to pay startup costs, including costs

i ncurred devel opi ng and issuing the plates. Thereafter, the

Fl ori da Heart Research Foundation shall provide for a peer

review grant solicitation and award process to distribute fees

for cardi ovascul ar di sease research, education, and prevention

within the state and shall nmake the funds avail able for any one

or nore of the foll ow ng:

1. CQuality research to pursue top quality cardi ovascul ar

research that will further understanding of heart di sease and

its cause, treatnent, cure, and prevention. Accepted projects

must conformto the highest standards of scientific research, be

efficiently organi zed, and report updates continually to ensure

research credibility and excel |l ence.

2. Heart disease prevention prograns to provide

cardi ovascul ar screenings to state residents.

3. Educational prograns to of fer educati onal prograns,

literature, sem nars, or speakers for both clinicians and | ay

people so that the latest risk factors, technol ogies,

treatnents, nethodol ogi es, protocols, and preventive neasures

are well known and used in the state.
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(c) In the first year in which the plate is issued, no

nore than 25 percent of the fees collected nay be used for

adm nistrative costs directly associated with the operation of

the Florida Heart Research Foundati on and narketing and

pronmotion of the Stop Heart Disease |license plate. In the second

and subsequent years in which the plate is sold, no nore than 20

percent of the fees collected may be used for adm nistrative

costs directly associated with the operation of the Florida

Heart Research Foundation and narketing and pronption of the

Stop Heart Disease license plate.
Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2003.
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