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CHAMBER ACTI ON

The Conmittee on Judiciary recommends the follow ng:

Committee Substitute

Renmove the entire bill and insert:

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to Hi Il sborough County; providing for the
relief of Janes T. Edwards; providing for an appropriation
to conpensate himfor injuries suffered as a result of the
negl i gence of Hillsborough County; providing for repaynent
of Medicaid lien; providing for the use of funds;

providing an effective date.

Edwar ds was severely and permanently injured as a result of the
negl i gence of Hillsborough County, in that the county failed to
i mmobi i ze Janmes T. Edwards' head, neck, and spine while
transporting himto the hospital, and

VWHEREAS, as a result of that negligence, Janes T. Edwards
sustained injuries to his spinal cord which have resulted in

conpl ete and permanent paralysis to his |egs, and
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VWHEREAS, in an incident occurring on May 31, 1997, Janes T.
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27 WHEREAS, Janes T. Edwards instituted a | awsuit agai nst

28| Hill sborough County as a result of such injuries, which [awsuit
29| was scheduled to be tried begi nning August 5, 2002, and

30 WHEREAS, before comencenent of the trial, James T. Edwards
31| and Hillsborough County entered into a settlenment agreenent in
32| the amount of $2,500,000 under which the county would pay to

33| Edwards $100, 000 and support the passage of a claimbill to

34| provide for paynent of the bal ance of the settlenent anount,

35| NOW THEREFORE,

36
37| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
38
39 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this act

40 are found and declared to be true.
41 Section 2. The Hillsborough County Board of County

42| Conmmi ssioners is authorized and directed to appropriate from

43| funds of the county not otherw se appropriated and to draw a

44| warrant in the sumof $2,400,000, which anmount includes

45| statutory attorney's fees and costs, for the benefit of Janes T.
46| Edwards.

47 Section 3. The governnental entity responsi ble for paynent

48| of the warrant shall pay to the Florida Agency for Health Care
49 Administration the anbunt due under s. 409.910, Florida

50 Statutes, prior to disbursing any funds to the clai nant. Any

51| remaining proceeds shall be placed in the Special Needs Trust

52| created for the exclusive use and benefit of Janes T. Edwards to

53| conpensate himfor injuries and danages sust ai ned.

54 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a | aw.
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