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HB 0843, Engrossed 1 2003
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to prescription drugs; anending s.

409. 9065, F.S.; revising the pharmaceuti cal expense

assi stance programfor |owincone elderly individuals;
adding eligibility groups; providing benefits; requiring
the Agency for Health Care Admi nistration, in

adm ni stering the program to collaborate with both the
Departnent of Elderly Affairs and the Departnent of
Children and Fam |y Services; requiring federal approval

of benefits; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 409.9065, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

409. 9065 Pharmaceuti cal expense assi stance.--

(1) PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED. -- There is established a program
to provide pharmaceutical expense assistance to eligible eertain
| owincone elderly individuals, which shall be known as the "Ron

Silver Senior Drug Programi and may be referred to as the

"Silver Lifesaver Program”

(2) ELIGBILITY.--Eligibility for the programis limted
t o these individual s who gualiyfortmted-assistance—under
I lorid i caid | f hei luall

(a) Are Florida residents age 65 and over;

(b) Have an inconme equal to or |less than 200 percent of
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the federal poverty |evel; =~

(c) Are eligible for beth Medi care andMdicaid,;
(d) Have exhausted pharnacy benefits under Medicare,

Medi cai d, or any other insurance plan Are—not—enrolledina

i heal £l . . . I g
pharmacy—benefit; and

(e) Request to be enrolled in the program

(3) BENEFITS.--Eligible individuals shall receive a
di scount for prescription drugs Medications covered under the

I cal . I I

dhder the Medicaid programin s. 409.906(20)39). Mnthly
I ‘i hall be Lim I

- . o . I I
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. : I - I oy h thi
program-
(a) Eigible individuals with incones equal to or |ess

than 120 percent of the federal poverty |level shall receive a

di scount of 100 percent for the first $160 worth of prescription

drugs they receive each nonth, subject to copaynents that the

agency requires on these benefits. For all other prescription

drugs received each nonth, eligible individuals shall receive a

di scount of 50 percent.

(b) Eligible individuals with incomes of nore than 120

percent but not nore than 150 percent of the federal poverty

| evel shall receive a discount of 50 percent.
(c) EH

percent but not nore than 175 percent of the federal poverty

igible individuals with incones of nore than 150

| evel shall receive a discount of 41 percent.

(d) Eigible individuals with incones of nore than 175

percent but not nore than 200 percent of the federal poverty

| evel shall receive a discount of 37 percent.

(4) ADM NI STRATION. -- The pharnaceuti cal expense assi stance
program shall be adm nistered by the agency fer—Health-Care
Adm-nistration, in collaboration eensultation with the
Departnent of Elderly Affairs and the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Servi ces.

» I F Lt i i . Y
. ol derl T hall_d | ' nal
L : : I I  cal :
(a)b)y The agency fer—HealthGCare-Admnistration shall, by
rul e, establish for the pharmaceuti cal expense assi stance

programeligibility requirements;s limts on participation;

benefit limtations, including copaynents; a requirenent for
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generic drug substitution;~ and other program paraneters

conparable to those of the Medicaid program However, there

shall be no nonetary limt on prescription drugs purchased with

di scounts of less than 51 percent unl ess the agency determ nes

there is a risk of a funding shortfall in the program I|f the

agency deternmines there is a risk of a funding shortfall, the

agency may establish nonetary limts on prescription drugs whi ch

shal |l not be |l ess than $160 worth of prescription drugs per

nont h.

(b))} By January 1 of each year, the agency fer—Health
Care—Adm-ni-st+atioen shall report to the Legislature on the
operation of the program The report shall include information
on the nunber of individuals served, use rates, and expenditures
under the program The report shall also address the inpact of
t he program on reduci ng unnmet pharnmaceutical drug needs anong
the el derly and recommend progranmati c changes.

(5) NONENTI TLEMENT. -- The pharnaceutical expense assi stance
program established by this section is not an entitlenent.
Enrollment levels are limted to those authorized by the
Legislature in the annual General Appropriations Act. If, after

establishing nonetary limts as required by paragraph (4)(a),

funds are insufficient to serve all eligible individuals
eH-gible—under—subsection{2)—and seeking coverage, the agency
may develop a waiting list based on application dates to use in
enrolling individuals in unfilled enrollnment slots.

(6) PHARMACEUTI CAL MANUFACTURER PARTI ClI PATION. - -1 n order
for a drug product to be covered under Medicaid or this program
t he product's manufacturer shall:

(a) Provide a rebate to the state equal to the rebate
required by the Medicaid program and
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(b) Make the drug product available to the programfor the

best price that the manufacturer nmakes the drug product
avai l able in the Medi caid program

(7) REIMBURSEMENT. - -Total reinbursenents to pharmacies
participating in the pharmaceuti cal expense assi stance program
establ i shed under this section shall be equivalent to
rei mbursenments under the Medicaid program

(8) FEDERAL APPROVAL. - -The benefits provided in this

section are limted to those approved by the Federal CGovernnent

pursuant to a Medicaid waiver or an anendnent to the state

Medi cai d pl an.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw.
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